
Marty: Nets 'conflict' 
could cost Dolly job 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Borough President Marty Markowitz said 
this week that depending on the results of a de- 
termination by the city’s Conflicts of Interest 
Board, his ap- 
pointee to the City 
Planning Com- 
mission will either have to divest of her inter- 
est in the New Jersey Nets or resign from the 
commission. 

Markowitz said he had expected to hear from 
the conflicts board on Oct. 1. but at press time no 
determination had been handed down. 

His comments, made during a question-and-an- 
swer session at the Park Slope Food Co-op last Sat- 
urday, marked the first time the borough president 
directly addressed the notion that Williams might 
have to step down. 

Williams, who for 25 years has owned A. 
Williams Trucking and Trenching with her hus- 
band, Adonijah Williams, is among the long list of 
investors in developer Bmce Ratner’s Nets basket- 
ball team. Her ownership status was revealed by 
The Brooklyn Papers in August. 

Though no evidence has been found as to when 
she and her husband purchased their share in the 
Nets — estimated to be worth about $1 million — 
Markowitz asserted this week that it was purchased 



Borough President Marty Markowitz at last 
month's Atlantic Antic. 


NOT JUST NETS 

More development coverage 
on pages 6 and 16 


long before the plans by Ratner’s company. Forest 
City Ratner, were made public. Those plans in- 
clude construction of a 19,000-seat arena for the 
Nets, 4,500 residential units, a plethora of retail 
space and 17 office towers reaching as high as 60 
stories on more than 21 acres of public and private- 
ly held land stretching into Prospect Heights from 
the intersection of Atlantic and Flatbush avenues. 

“When I appointed Dolly Williams, this project 
wasn’t even a thought in my head or in anybody’s 
head,” Markowitz said at the food co-op on Union 
Street on Oct. 2. He said he didn’t have the power 
to force her off the commission, but that pending a 
determination by the Conflicts of Interest Board, he 
might have to enforce a recommended decision. 

“If the conflicts of interest board rules that she 
has a role,” said Markowitz, “it will be determined 
that she either has to disinvest or resign.” 

In an uncharacteristically frank statement about 
this controversy, he said he couldn’t help Williams 
keep her position if she disagreed with the ruling. 
“If they rule that she does. I need someone who 
See MARTY on page 16 


EXCLUSIVE 



Pumpkin pickers 

Doing some pre-Halloween heavy lifting exercises at last Saturday's Montague Street Fair 
are Brianna Kahn, and Ryan Kahn, both 5, and Jenna Kahn, 10. 


Daughtry breaks with 'God Squad' 


Boerum Hill minister cuts 
a deal with Ratner as 
P’ Heights leaders ask: Who 
speaks for ‘community’? 


By Jess Wisloski 
and Neil Sloane 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Announcements of benefits 
agreements being forged bet- 
ween Forest City Ratner and 
the “community” over the de- 
velopment company’s plan to 
build a basketball arena, office 
towers and apartment build- 
ings in Prospect Heights left 
many residents, activists and 
elected officials scratching 
their heads this week wonder- 
ing, ‘Who is in this com- 
munity and who represents it? 

On Thursday, Forest City Rat- 
ner principal owner Bmce Ratner 
held a press conference at the 
House of the Lord Church on At- 
lantic Avenue in Boemm Hill to 


announce that the church’s pastor, 
the Rev. Herbert Daughtry, was 
being included in negotiations 
over a community benefits agree- 
ment (CBA) that Ratner said 
would be legally binding. 

The CBA would guarantee lo- 
cal hiring, job training and a 
health clinic as a result of the con- 
struction of Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards proposal. Ratner said the 
agreement would be formalized 
sometime next month 

“We’re very pleased to be 
working with the Reverend 
Daughtry,” said Ratner, calling 
him a “respected community 
leader,” with 30 years of experi- 
ence in the neighborhood. 

Ratner added that the accom- 
plishments of the negotiators 
would speak for themselves. 
“Words are easy, but let’s see 



Developer Bruce Ratner joins the Rev. Herbert Daughtry at Boerum Hill's House of the Lord 
Church on Atlantic Avenue, announcing Daughtry's role in a community benefits agreement 
for Ratner's Atlantic Yards project. 


if we can really do what is 
right,” Ratner said. 

Daughtry resigned as chairman 
of the Downtown Brooklyn Lead- 
ership Coalition (DBLC) — often 
referred to as the “God squad,” 
because its leaders are largely 
comprised of clergymen — to ne- 
gotiate with Ratner. The group has 
taken a harder line against Atlantic 
Yards, demanding the type of ne- 
gotiating power Ratner might of- 
fer a business partner or prospec- 
tive anchor tenant. 

Ratner’s Atlantic Yards would 
include a 19,000-seat basketball 
arena for the developer’s recent- 
ly purchased New Jersey Nets, 
three soaring office towers and 
4,500 units of mixed-income 
housing on property bounded by 
Dean Street and Flatbush, At- 
lantic and Vanderbilt avenues in 
Prospect Heights. The site be- 
gins about four blocks, and ac- 
cross Flatbush Avenue, from 
Daughtry’s Boemm Hill church. 

But Daughtry’s inclusion in 
the negotiations had residents in 
Prospect Heights, whose homes 
lie in the footprint of the pro- 
posed development, seething 
See DEALIN' on page 16 


Hollywood 
red carpet 
will roll in 


Brooklyn 

By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

They’ll be rolling out the red carpet right 
here in Brooklyn. 

Borough President Marty Markowitz said this 
week that the Brooklyn Museum will host a nation- 
al movie premiere later this month for “Finding 
Neverland,” a fan- 
tastical biopic 
based on the life 
of “Peter Pan” au- 
thor J.M. Barrie. 

The Miramax film stars Johnny Depp, Kate 
Winslet and Dustin Hoffman. 

Markowitz has been waiting for at least two 
years — when Steven Spielberg’s production com- 
pany Dreamworks first pledged to open “Catch Me 
if you Can,” or another film here — to get a full- 
fledged movie premiere in Brooklyn. That promise 
never materialized. Now Miramax has stepped in 
See MOVIE PREMIERE on page 18 
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Lights, camera, 
accion! 

By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

Save yourself the airfare and enjoy contemporary 
films from Mexico in Fort Greene. BAMcinematek is 
screening “MexicoNow,” a collection of 13 movies, run- 
ning through Oct. 17. 

This Saturday, Oct. 9, “The Ruination of Men (La perdi- 
cion de los hombres),” a black comedy about a man who is 
murdered and his two wives who battle for the rights to bury 
him will be screened at 2 pm, 4:30 pm, 6:50 pm and 9:15 
pm. Arturo Ripstein, who got his start working under Luis 
Bunuel, directs this 16-mm Cinemascope flick which won 
best film at the 2000 San Sebastian Film Festival. (The 
poster of “Ruination” is pictured at left.) 

Also included in the series is a five-film tribute to produc- 
er Bertha Navarro beginning with Guillermo Del Torro’s 
vampire movie “Cronos” (1993) on Oct. 14. A Q&A 
with Navarro will follow this 7:30 pm screening. 

BAMcinematek is located at 30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort Greene. Tickets 
are $10. For tickets go to the box office or 
call (718) 777-FILM. For more informa- 
tion, call (718) 636-4100 or visit the y _ 

Web site at www.bam.org. // 


Council panels OK Ikea 
on Red Hook W’front 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

When plans for a 360,000-square- 
foot Ikea furniture store passed unani- 
mously in a City Council subcommittee 
hearing on Tuesday — despite a large 
turnout of project opponents — the plan 
appeared to be a shoo-in success for the 
Sweden-based multinational corpora- 
tion. Indeed, the next day, the council’s 
Land Use committee followed suit, 
unanimously approving the plan, with 
one abstention. 

But that abstention, by East New York 
Councilman Charles Barron, shed fight on 
potential sticking points that may be 
brought up again when the full council 
votes on the plan this Wednesday. [A report 
on Barron’s position appears on page 6.] 


Zoning chairman, Queens Councilman 
Tony Avella, declared “this was not a good 
project, this is a great project,” at the sub- 
committee’s earlier hearing, and Land Use 
chairwoman Melinda Katz, also of 
Queens, touted having spent more time in 
Red Hook in the past year than in any oth- 
er community. 

But Barron withheld his vote saying he 
wanted more information about Ikea’s 
commitments to the community, the ability 
of workers to unionize and company ef- 
forts to mitigate the inevitable influx of 
traffic and consequent potential environ- 
mental hazards to the area. 

“I do have an un-readiness,” he told fel- 
low committee members after two glowing 
“aye” votes from the council members in 
line before his vote. 

Barron suggested, without mincing 


words, that corporations can manipulate 
discussion away from what to some are the 
lesser concerns of environmental impact 
and traffic problems by making the grand 
promise of jobs. 

“I want us to proceed with caution and 
be vigilant with the proceedings that come 
forward at this time,” he said, but took care 
to commend the hard work of Red Hook 
Councilwoman Sara Gonzalez, who’s sup- 
port of the Ikea plan helped move the proj- 
ect through the committees. 

Katz, however, said she was content 
with the environmental pledges Ikea had 
made to use a solar-paneled roof for recy- 
cling water and to do an irradiation and 
toxin removal of the soil on which it will 
be building the 6.3-acre shopping center 
and waterfront esplanade. 

See CITY COUNCIL on page 6 


Programming 

Tear-out section every week in 
The Brooklyn Papers 
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John Singer Sargent 

and Kehinde Wiley 

G 

Now at The Brooklyn Museum 

See ad on page 11 



Have you taken the prescription drug 


VIOXX? 


Merck & Co. announced a worldwide recall of Vioxx®, 
also known as rofecoxib, due to an Increased risk of: 

• Heart Attacks • Strokes • Blood Clots 



If you or a family member have taken 
Vioxx® and have had a heart attack, 
stroke or blood clots, contact our 
Office at (718) 522-0009. 

See our ad on page 4 
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slope sports 

high-performance running gear 

YOGA FOR RUNNERS 

• Focus on alignment and specific needs for running 

• Helps runners and athletes more effectively stretch and work 
core muscles tightened by training 

• Increases strength and flexibility, lessening chance of injury 


70 seventh avenue 
btwn berkeley & lincoln 


718.230.4686 

w.slopesports.com 



We dig plants 


for you to enjoy all year roui 
. . . Planting time for Tulips, D< 
and Crocus bulbs for Spring bl 


GROUNDWORKS INC 
GARDEN DESIGN 
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE 

718.372.2347 


Middle Income Fees • All Criminal Cases 

New Arrests • Arraignments 


Warrants • Parole • Juvenile 


PETER J.M0II0, Esq. 

Personal, Caring, Experienced • Service 24/7 

Se Habla Espanol • Se Parliamo Italiano • '♦“JR. Aft'S- 

266 Smith St. (bet Degraw& Sackett) Brooklyn 


TED ROTHSTEIN, DDS PhD 

Adults and Children 

Named Invisalign “Top 500 Docs” 
Specialist in Lingual (behind the teeth) 

• 852-1551 • • www.drted.com • 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS SINCE 1976 
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Cops catch half of Smith 
Street purse-snatch duo 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police have arrested a 
teenager they believe was 
part of a nefarious team that 
committed a rash of purse 
snatchings and wallet thefts 


in bars and restaurants 
along Smith Street over the 
past few months. 

Just half an hour after po- 
lice officers from the 76th 
Precinct and the city’s Crime 
Prevention Unit — who were 
sent out to inform Smith 


dramatic and successful 

weight loss 
results-now! 

programs that fit 
your lifestyle 

you don’t have to 
give it up to get it off! 


l QyrW Lose Up To 10-15 lbs! J 

get started today! 

718-522-0189 

189 Montague St., Bklyn Hts - Ste. 


r* 





Open Monday-Saturday • Mail boxes • Shipping 
Packing • Copies • Faxing • Business cards 
Custom invitations • and lots more! 


249 Smith Street 

et. DeGraw & Douglass) 


718-237-8267 


Hold the « 
phone! 

lots of great 
vintage stuff gP 


2 Silhouettes on the shade 

(718)858-9229 
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Street patrons about protecting 
their personal property — had 
left the block, another in a 
long chain of purse thefts was 
prevented by an alert bar pa- 

“Crime Prevention sent out 
two sergeants and 36 officers,” 
on the night of Sept. 24, the 
76th Precinct’s commanding 
officer. Deputy Inspector 
Joseph Cassidy, explained at a 
precinct community council 
meeting Tuesday night. “We 
basically went to every store, 
hit 81 locations, and spoke to 
5,000 people. They left at 11 
pm. 

“At 11:30 pm, we finally 
figured out how this was be- 
ing done,” Cassidy said, hint- 
ing for the first time that it 
wasn’t just a slew of inciden- 
tal crimes in which various 
miscreants took advantage of 
the negligence of bar revelers 

The summer-long rash of 
purse and wallet snatchings, 
which took place along the 
same strip of bars and restau- 
rants on Smith Street, may 
have been perpetrated by the 
same two guys. 

“We had an incident. We 
had a guy that was walking 
out of a bar with a women’s 
purse under his arm. And he 


was questioned,” said Cassidy. 

In that incident, an alert 
pedestrian who lives in the 
neighborhood — and who had 
minutes before been handed 
one of Crime Prevention’s tip 
sheets on personal theft — 
saw a man with a purse tucked 
under his arm coming out of a 
bar on Smith Street near Baltic 
Street. 

The passerby stopped and 
asked the man if the purse was 
his, and when the man didn’t 
respond, he alertly stuck his 
head in the bar asking if any- 
body was missing a purse. 
Sure enough, one man said his 
wife just noticed her purse 
missing. Meanwhile, the thief 
had already taken off south- 
bound on Smith. 

The witnesses chased the 
suspect, and the 17-year-old 
was apprehended and arrested 
that night at the intersection of 
Smith and Third streets. 

“We asked the guy how it 
worked, and he said he walked 
in and knocked the purse over 
off a chair. His friend would 
come in a couple of minutes lat- 
er, make as if he was tying his 
shoe or something, and pick it 
up,” said Cassidy. 

The alleged accomplice had 
not yet been arrested at press 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 

8th Avenue at 14th St. 

Fri. nights 6:30 pm 

Adult Ed 0 Hebrew School 

Park Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservative Synagogue 

768-1453 R283 , 

Congregation BelhEloHm 1 

You are always welcome 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday Mornings 

Torah study 9:00 a.m. 

Services 10:30 a.m. 

Brooklyn's Largest 
Reform Congregation 
Eighth Avenue and Garfield Place 

PARK SLOPE 
768-3814 R 44 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

Cong. B'nai Avraham 

Modern Orthodox Synagogue 
of Brooklyn Heights 
1 17 Remsen St. *596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Noach 

Fri., Oct. 15, light before 5:57pm 

Mikvah 

For appointment call 596-WATER 

Union Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES: 

First Friday monthly 

followed by Potluck Dinner 6:30 p.m. 

All other Friday evenings 8:1 5 p.m. 

Saturday mornings 10:30 a.m. 

17 Eastern Parkway 
at Grand Army Plaza 

638-7600 R44 
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Auto, Home, Business & Life Insurance 


Abraham M. Fallah 


Exclusive Agent 

/instate 

718.522.7100 

Vouro ii [1000 ho- Ji 

24-Hour 

Allstate Insurance Company 

147 Montague St., 2nd FI. 

Customer Service 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 

| ******* 6 hour defensive driving course available ******* | 


Former N.Y. State Asst. Attorney General 

George S. Popielarski 

Attorney at Law 


• 45 Years Experience 

• Workers Compensation 

• Criminal Defense 

• Admitted to all courts, 
including U.S. Supreme 
Court 


31 Smith Street 

(bet. Livingston and Fulton) 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 

(718) 330-0404 


Take a moment to 
focus on your health 



REHAB ONE 

PHYSICAL & 
OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY 


• Chronic Backache 

• Work Related Injuries 

• Neck and Shoulder Pain 

• Joint Dislocations / Fractures 

• Repetitive Stress Conditions 

• Most Insurances Accepted 

360 Court St. 

bet. Union and President 

(718) 858-3335 

Open M-F, late hours M&W 



Choose from more than 40 Group Activity Classes per week 


Cardio Training Center 
State-of-the-Art 
Strength 
& Toning Areas 

Interactive Child 
Care Program 
Cardio Theater 
Entertainment Center 


• Johnny G. Spinning* 
Advanced Masterclasses 
Personal Training 
IMX™Pilates Studio 
Racquet Ball Courts 
Adolescent Fitness Program 
Karate Programs 


Yoga 

African Dance Classes 
Hip Hop Classes 
Rebounding Classes 
Steam Room/Sauna 
Massage 



691 Fulton Street 

cor. Ashland Place 


718.797.9464 



330 Flatbush Avenue 

bet. Sterling Pi. & 7th Ave. 

718.783.5152 


3-DAY PASS 

Come and try us for 3 days — FREE! 
What have you got to lose? 

New clients only with this coupon. Some restrictions may apply. 
Pass must be activated within 5 days of initial consultation. 

Limit one coupon per person. Offer expires 10/15/04. 

h H 

JOIN WITH A FRIEND 
SAVE $249 

Now that the kids are back in school, there’s no excuse 
not to look and feel your best! Friends too busy to join? 
We’ll find one for you so you both can take advantage 
of this great offer. Offer expires 10/15/04. 
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Gunman mugs teen on Lincoln PI. 


^seventh ave. 1 
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374 7th Avenue 

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts) 

718-832-0655 
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FISH 


So close! and 
Great prices! 


5 minutes from Park Slope - © to Kingston Ave. 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 


A 16-year-old Park 
Slope teen was headed 
home from a friend’s 
house at 5:15 pm when he 
was robbed at gunpoint on 
Sept. 25. 

The boy told police he was 
walking eastbound on Lincoln 
Place near the comer of 
Eighth Avenue, when a man 
who had been walking west- 
bound approached him. 

Whipping a gun out, the 
man held it at the boy’s head 
and said, “Give me your mon- 
ey,” in a thick accent that the 
victim told police sounded 
Russian. 

The teenager complied, 
handing over a $20 bill. 

The mugger fled west- 
bound on Lincoln Place, and 
the boy ran to his home on 
Prospect Park West and called 
the police. 

The mugger was described 
as over 6 feet tall, about 230 
pounds, with long, straight 
black hair and with a piercing 


in his left ear. The day of the 
crime he wore a black shirt 
and white vest or sweater. 

BMX mugger 

A 22-year-old Park Slope 
woman was going from her 
job to visit a friend when she 
was mugged on Lincoln Place 
between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues on Sept. 30. 

At 12:15 am, a young man 
rode up to her on a silver 
BMX bike, and, tossing the 
bike aside, grabbed her jacket 
and flashed a silver knife at 
her. 

“I’ll poke you,” he threat- 
ened. Fearing for her life, the 
woman handed over $20 and 
a cell phone. 

He took off on his bike 
down Lincoln Place, headed 
toward Prospect Park West. 

Nab ‘mugger’ 

A teenager robbed a 
woman of her cell phone on 


Off-duty cop 
runs naked 
in Sun'Park 


Lincoln Place at the comer of 
Fifth Avenue on Sept. 29. 

The woman, 34, was walk- 
ing home at 10:52 pm, when a 
bandit, later described as a 14- 
year-old boy, of Prospect 
Heights, used force to take her 
cell phone out of her hand, po- 
lice said. 

Police Officer Daniel Ortiz 
of the 84th Precinct responded 
to the scene, and apprehended 
the suspect, who was identi- 
fied by a victim less than an 
hour later and charged with 
robbery and criminal posses- 
sion of stolen property, ac- 
cording to police. 

Car returned 

An investigation into a car 
theft in Park Slope that was 
reported on Sept. 28 resulted 
in the quick arrest of three 
suspected culprits who were 
caught red-handed with the 
stolen vehicle and couldn’t get 
their stories straight. 

When a 53-year-old 
woman discovered her 2002 
Chrysler minivan missing 
from where she’d parked it 
on Sept. 26 at 2 pm — on 
13th Street between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues — she 
called police. Two days after 
last seeing it, it seemed un- 
likely the car would be recov- 
ered, but the call went out, 
and sure enough the vehicle 
turned up at a Bushwick resi- 

The three resisted arrest by 
responding Police Officer 
Karl Rugg, and argued while 
being questioned as to who 
was really to blame. 

The men, in their early 20s, 
were arrested on Sept. 29. 
They all started blaming one 
another and were referred to 
the Red Hook Community 
Justice Center. The vehicle 
was returned to its rightful 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

An off-duty city police 
detective was found run- 
ning down a Sunset park 
street nearly naked at 6 
am on Oct. 5. 

The cop was picked up by 
police officers of the 72nd 
Precinct. Holding a sex toy in 
one hand, which he said was- 
n’t his, he told them a tale of 
abduction and gang rape. 

Newspaper reports Wednes- 
day shared the same sad tale of 
a man in his underwear coping 
with a possible mental break- 

With investigations pend- 
ing, the police department re- 
fused to release any informa- 
tion confirming or refuting 
the report. 

According to the published 
reports, police responded to a 
call, and found the off-duty 
cop in a panic, claiming to 
have been robbed and abduct- 
ed in Williamsburg by six 
men who forced him into his 
own car and sexually assault- 
ed him before fleeing. But af- 
ter a preliminary investiga- 
tion, police sources said the 
story held no water, and the 
detective rescinded his origi- 
nal claims. 

Reports said the man was 
running up 19th Street near 
the intersection of Third Av- 
enue shouting for somebody 
to telephone the police and 
get help. 

One neighbor reported 
looking outside his window 
and seeing the man in front of 
his house with no clothes on, 
except for socks and a T-shirt. 

When no help arrived, the 
half-nude man walked toward 
Fourth Avenue and 18 th 
Street where he demanded a 
deli owner let him use the 
telephone so he could call his 
fiance. The man passed him 
the phone through his gated 
storefront, and after a 10- 
minute conversation, the cop 
returned the phone. 

About half an hour later, 
the officer returned, and asked 
again to use the phone. This 
time, the storeowner gave him 
75 cents and told him to find 
a pay phone. He watched as 
the off-duty cop made a call 
and was picked up by a squad 
car shortly thereafter. 

The detective was placed 


11th St. burgle 

A 40-year-old Park Slope 
resident came home at 11 pm 
on Sept. 29 to find his apart- 
ment on 11th Street near Sixth 
Avenue had been broken into 


by a man he’d seen when he 
left his apartment at 9:30 am. 

The point of entry was 
found to be the rear window, 
and the victim said he had no- 
ticed a stranger to the building 


knocking on apartment doors, 
and making his way towards 
the victim’s apartment. 

A DVD player and Playsta- 
tion were missing, totaling $375 
in stolen property, he told police. 


on modified duty with neither 
gun nor badge, while the in- 
vestigation is under way. 

Though the police depart- 
ment would not release any 
information about the detec- 
tive, a source said he had 
been working in the depart- 
ment for at least 10 years. 
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Our store is located in a 
Landmarked building, 
so Step Back In Time. 

Greeting Cards • Jewelry 
China • Accessories 
Dolls • Toiletries 
Journals • Jewelry Boxes 
And More 

A Vintage Gift Shop 

Angela Fernan, Prop. 

274 Court Street 
(bet. Kane & DeGraw) 

(718) 522-1800 


78 PCT. BLOTTER 
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Master Watchmaker 
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Food delivery 
snatch in B'Hill 

By Jess Wisloski her left side and took off in the 


Nancy Gallo 

Portrait Photography 


A 36-year-old food deliv- 
eryman was making a run on 
his bicycle when he was beat- 
en up and mugged in Boerum 
Hill at 9:40 pm on Oct. 1. He 
was lured by a false delivery 
call, say police. 

The deliveryman was sent to 
an address on Bergen Street be- 
tween Hoyt and Bond streets. 
As he approached the apart- 


They punched him about th 
head and took a Motorola ce 
phone from his back pocket be 
fore fleeing on Bond Street. 


given for the addre: 
who picked up said 
ordered any food. 

Grab bag 


Park Kwik 

Corner Atlantic & Court Sts. 

Enter on Atlantic and State Streets 




Open 24 hours 


Early Bird 
Special 

Enter 5AM to 10AM, Out by 7PM 

$10 

TAX INCLUDED 


indoor garage Monthly Rates 

Clean & well lit Start j n g at 

1 Fully automated _ ' 


• Park & lock 

• Over 500 spaces 


$175 

TAX INCLUDED 


www.parkkwik.com 7is.858.9356 


Need a Doctor? 


In your 

insurance plan? 
or 

Close to 
home or work? 


For a referral to one of 
our outstanding physicians, call 

(866) 318-8756. 



Jay station mug 

A 68-year-old Bath Beach 
woman was mugged in the A-F 
subway station at Willoughby 
and Jay streets on Sept. 29 at 
10:30 pm. 


in a packed group of people 
when she said she felt her purse 
being pulled off her shoulder. She 
caught a glimpse of a man run- 


police the next day, and report- 
ed stolen her black purse, with 
her U.S. passport, house keys 
and an appointment book. 

Bridge scrape 

A woman walking on the 
Brooklyn Bridge walkway was 
accosted by a bicyclist who 
failed in an attempt to steal her 
necklace, and then ended up 
with scraped knees. 

On Sept. 27, at 12:45 pm, the 
woman, 46, was headed to- 
wards the Cadman Plaza exit 


got up, she told police, he 
looked stunned, got back on his 
bike and continued on. 

Inside job? 

A health care office on Mon- 


4 

[W" 


Nancy Gallo, V- j 

formerly of y 1 

Boro Photo I -& — 
(Montague St.) has opened 
her own studio in 
Brooklyn Heights. 

Studio hours are available 
by appointment only. 

The quality studio 
portraits Nancy has shot 
in the past are now 
available again at 
very reasonable rates! 


Also available for 

parties and events 


please call 718 596 2478 


Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr a Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 


JJ'Creux 7/YaAUiy iU "Cayicdtlety "Cca, 

are thrilled to welcome 
Brooklyn Heights Master 
colorist/stylist 

CARMEN 


TAPESTRY 


Luc© 


From Day wear 
to Evening 
...and everything 
in betuueen 


in a wardrobe inside her office, 
checked its contents and left it 


open as usual throughout the 
When she went to lock it at 

1 

5:05 pm, she discovered it had 
been looted. 

Stroller picked 

33 

and Court streets on Sept. 21, a 
33-year-old woman discovered 
her wallet missing from the baby 
stroller she had been pushing 
around on her daily errands. 

At 2:30 pm, the Brooklyn 

EK 


•Vaccinations ‘Microchip Implants 
•Skin Disorders 'Hill's Prescription Diets 
•Dental Care 'Surgery 
•House Calls 'Allergy Disorders 

239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont St.) 

(718) 623-3999 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 


PRESENT THIS RD 
FOR R 10% DISCOUNT 


28 1 Van Brunt Street 

(between Visitation & Pioneer) 

Red Hook, Bklyn, NY 1 1231 
luceonthehook@yahoo.com 7 1 8.852. 1 345 


INTRODUCING 



n HAUllKI YH * 

Cornerstone 

Brooklyn’s Hottest New Real Estate Company 

GRAND 

OPENING 

Thursday, Oct. 14th 

from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm 


Join us for a champagne toast at our grand opening party 
with some of Brooklyn's newest and brightest real estate 
agents who are here to service all your real estate needs. 

Brooklyn Cornerstone Realty 

93 Pineapple Walk • Brooklyn Heights 

(next to Park Plaza Restaurant) 

718-797-4923 


Continuum Health Partners 

Physician Referral Service 

| 
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Sponsored by Victor Angel 

UNIVERSAL MORTGAGE 


WeHealNewYork.org 
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Getting 
it right... 

The man pictured between 
Borough President Marty 
Markowitz and developer 
Bruce Ratner on page 1 of 
last week’s Brooklyn Papers 
was misidentified as former 
New York Knick great 
Bernard King. The man pic- 
tured was in fact NBA Hall 
of Famer Connie Hawkins. 

We regret the error. 

An editor’s note following 
a letter by Ikea Red Hook 
real estate director Patrick 
Smith contained the wrong 
name for Ikea’s lawyer. The 
reference was supposed to 
name Ikea lawyer Jesse 
Masyr — not Ikea spokes- 
man Jamie Van Bramer — as 


the man who told The Brook- 
lyn Papers that no law pre- 
vented the company from 
guaranteeing jobs to residents 
of a particular ZIP code. 

We regret the error. 

In the article headlined 
“Should I stay or Should I 
go? Smith St. bar owner asks 
nabe to decide,” resident Di- 
ane Buxbaum was referred to 
as an enforcement agent for 
the CPA. It should have read 
EPA. 

We regret the error. 

The Brooklyn Papers 
strives for accuracy, but 
sometimes mistakes are 
made. In such cases, readers 
are urged to contact Manag- 
ing Editor Neil Sloane at 
(718) 834-9350, ext. 119, or 
by fax at (718) 834-9278. 


Call Gowanus X-way 
fix-up a 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Proponents of replacing 
the elevated Gowanus Ex- 
pressway with a tunnel 
charged this week that a 
project slated for next year 
to reconstruct a large swath 
of the crumbling roadway 
is nothing more than a cun- 
ning mse designed to delay 
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further study of a tunnel 
alternative. 

Members of the Gowanus 
Community Stakeholders Group 
contend that the decision by 
state Department of Transporta- 
tion officials to proceed with a 
$400 million re-decking project 
will delay completion of an en- 
vironmental impact statement 
the agency is required to pre- 
pare. The project, which would 
replace four miles of the ex- 
pressway deck in as many 
phases, is expected to begin in 
the spring of 2005. 

“This construction could 
completely eclipse the tunnel 
project,” said Michael Cairl, 
chairman of the stakeholders 
group, which formed following 
a lawsuit against the Trans- 
portation Department and the 
Federal Highway Administra- 
tion, both of which initially re- 
fused to look at alternatives. 

“By deciding to re-deck the 
entire Gowanus Viaduct, the 
state has effectively said ‘no’ to 
a tunnel, and apparently is hop- 
ing Brooklyn residents will not 
notice construction going on 
over their heads for at least 
eight years.” 

Earlier this year, Cairl and 
other stakeholders capped an 
effort to hold public meetings 
in each of the neighborhoods 
that would be affected by a 
tunnel project. While meeting 
on a monthly basis with state 
officials, the group whittled a 
list of half a dozen options 
down to four. Most popular, 
however, is a tunnel just west 
of First Avenue that is longer 
than the other four- and five- 
mile routes but less expensive. 

Harold Fink, a Gowanus 
project supervisor for the De- 
partment of Transportation, 
said that over the next six 
years, workers will replace the 
deteriorating deck, which of- 
ten falls in pieces through the 
expressway causing small 
holes to form. This year alone, 
said Fink, 25 holes have 
opened up. 

“This is an interim solution 
to a very serious problem on 
the deck,” said Fink. “We’ve 
been patching it for the last 15 
years and we’ve reached a 
point where we can no longer 
just pack it.” 


ATTENTION 
SENIORS AND 



The Law Firm of Susan A. Principato cordially 
invites you and your loved ones to attend a FREE 
Elder Law/Financial Planning educational seminar. 

Susan A. Principato Esq. will be discussing 
the importance of the following: 

Essential Estate Planning Documents 
The Difference & Necessity 
of a Will vs. A Trust 
A Living Trust vs. An Irrevocable Trust 
Your Option On Protecting Your Assets From 
A Nursing Home And Homecare Exposure 
The Importance Of A “Financial Check-Up” 
Understanding The New IRA Rules 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER: John A. Calabrese, CLTC - Fnancial Planner, from the office 
of Client Advisory Solutions. Http://www.ClientAdvisorySolutions.com 


The Comfort Inn Hotel 

8315 4th. Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 

Thursday, Oct. 28 

11:30 AM & 6:00 PM 

Saturday, Oct. 30 

11:30 AM 


SEATS ARE 
LIMITED 

CALL 

1-800-395-5762 

FOR RESERVATIONS 


Fink said that with each hole, 
construction crews stop traffic, 
sometimes two lanes at a time. 
With each new “punch- 
through” case, as the phenome- 
non is referred to by the Trans- 
portation Department the traffic 
gets stalled even more. 

“We can’t live like that for- 
ever,” said Fink. 

The first phase of the project, 
said Fink, is expected to begin 
in spring 2005 between 24th 
and 52nd streets in the left lanes 
of the expressway; the second 
phase, to start in 2006 and end 
in 2008, would target the in- 
bound connector ramp of the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway; 
the third, which would focus on 
the Prospect Expressway inter- 
change, would begin in 2008 
and end in 2011; and the fourth 
phase would begin in 2009 
along the Shore Parkway inter- 
change and end in 201 1 . 


Rep. Jerrold Nadler, who 
has in the past earmarked fund- 
ing for further study of tunnel 
alternatives, said through a 
spokesman that he also was 
concerned about the renova- 

“The congressman shares 
the community’s concerns and 
shares the concerns of the 
Gowanus coalition about the 
work being done,” said Robert 
Gottheim, director of Nadler’s 
Brooklyn office. 

“While the state Depart- 
ment of Transportation says 
it’s necessary, we know that 
the roadway is in a severe state 
of disrepair. Any of what’s be- 
ing done should not preclude 
the EIS. 

“The process needs to con- 
tinue and the current work be- 
ing done should not have a 
negative impact on what’s be- 
ing found in the study.” 


Brooklyn Vein-Laser Center 


Exclusively for treatment of varicose 
veins of all sizes and spider veins. 



Exclusive Patent pending procedure 

All work done in the office (20 YEARS 
No need for major anesthesia • 

V experience 

Immediate return to work. \ 1 ^ 

263 7th Avenue, Suite 5E 
(718) 499-7755 

http ://www. cureveins .com 


At Last! 

Come and share a few hours with us this weekend. You may 
have some reasons why you donit attend church. But, here 
are a few reasons for you to consider visiting us! 

At the Park Slope Christian Center you can take part in: 

1 A choice of three services: 9 a.m., 1 1 a.m. or 1 :30 p.m.* 

1 An upbeat and contemporary worship style 
H Meeting new people from your neighborhood 
1 A welcoming and friendly environment 
H Small home-based groups for the entire family 
1 A faith-based twelve step program 


Something 
To Do On 
Weekends 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Worship Services: 

English: 9 a.m. & 1 1 a.m. 
‘Spanish/Espanol: 1:30 pm. 



Friday Family Night 

Every week 7:30 p.m. 
(Free movie showings, Special 
musical performances, Choir, 
Talent Night...) 

Home Care Groups 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday 
& Thursday Nights 

(17 groups to chose from. 

Call for meeting details.) 


Pastors Alexander & Lorraine Rivera 


Park Slope Christian Center 

269 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
718-788-CARE, churchthatcares@speakeasy.net 


Families trust 
Sunrise as their 
choice for 
senior living. 

Sunrise Senior Living can help. We know 
that families searching for senior living 
options for the seniors in their lives can be 
faced with an overwhelming number of 
options and questions. Our professional 
team at each of our communities can lead 
you through the process of choosing the 
option that is right for you and your family, 
and can help answer the many questions 
you might have. 

It’s been over 20 years since Sunrise Senior 
Living started serving seniors and their 
families. Our resident-centered approach 
to senior living puts seniors first, giving 
them options to meet their individual 
needs and wishes. 

Sunrise can help you and your family find 
the answers that best fit your specific needs. 
Please call today to find out more about 
senior living at Sunrise. 


Please join us for 
Open Houses at both 
of our communities 
Sat., Oct. 1 6 & Sun., Oct. 1 7 
12:00pm-4:00pm 
Refreshments served 



Wkxsu., fit. 


Sunrise a- 


5905 Strii 
2211 E 


NY 11234 
NY 11235 










{Barney’s is 
Moving! 


> 

Barney’s will reopen 
;/ in Jan. 2005 

VISIT BARNEY’S SMOKE SHOP ; 

Huge selection of fine cigars including: 

Opus-X • Fuente • Partagas . 

Macanudo • Romeo & Juliet 
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Car-free Prospect Park 
vexes some neighbors 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

With drivers and resi- 
dents near Prospect Park 
already complaining that 
traffic on their streets is 
backed up due to a 10- 
month-old cut in the hours 
cars are allowed in the 
park, a bicycle-advocacy 
group is calling for trying 
out a complete ban on cars. 

Backed by several elected 
officials, the group Trans- 
portation Alternatives may get 
the standard November 
through January car-free hours 
extended even further — the 
next step in their goal of ulti- 
mately having a completely 
car-free park. And while bik- 
ers, Rollerbladers, runners and 
walkers won’t have to navi- 
gate around traffic, the neigh- 
bors down the block might not 
share their enthusiasm. 

“I had to get on the line to 
get into Windsor Place,” said 
Pat Malia, a Windsor Terrace 
resident and car-dependent 
traveling sales representative. 
“The traffic is so bad, and 
people are just ignoring the 
lights.” 

A longtime resident of the 
area, Malia said she’s never 


seen traffic jams occurring on 
a daily basis before, and is 
frustrated that the hours dur- 
ing which cars are allowed in 
the park continue to be re- 
duced, despite traffic conges- 
tion caused by construction on 
the Gowanus Expressway and 
the recent addition of turning 

The backups are the result 
of “the Department of Trans- 
portation not doing their 
homework,” Malia said. 

Transportation Alternatives, 
a group that advocates non- 
polluting forms of transit, man- 
aged to rally enough support to 
have the DOT limit park hours 
— which had been from 7 am 
to 10 am and 3 pm to 7 pm — 
down to 7 am to 9 am and 5 
pm to 7 pm. 

Now they want to take it a 
step further. 

“Holiday hours,” which mn 
November through January, 
would have rolled the drive- 
time hours in the park back to 
the pre-2004 seven hours-a- 
day schedule, but the group 
has been supported in their ef- 
forts to maintain the current 
schedule of only four hours 
per day for those three months 
by Assemblyman James Bren- 
nan and Councilmen Bill De- 


Blasio and David Yassky, who 
separately wrote letters to 
DOT Commissioner Iris 
Weinshall appealing for the 

“We wanted to end the hol- 
iday hours in the park,” said 
DeBlasio’s chief of staff Peter 
Hatch, who indicated that the 
councilman’s interest was 
largely attributable to the lob- 
bying efforts of Transportation 
Alternatives. 

Not surprisingly, the group 
isn’t advocating for the re- 
duced hours alone — they 
want three months for a “trial 
closing” of the park altogeth- 

Kit Hodge, campaign coor- 
dinator for Transportation Al- 
ternatives, said based on the 
hundreds of postcards they 
sent to the DOT advocating 
the closing of the park to cars, 
and results from both a 1993 
Central Park study of traffic 
patterns and one of Prospect 
Park in 1997, she thinks the 
area could handle a closing 
with minimal adverse effects. 

“We’ve gotten support for 
either a fully car-free park or a 
trial closing of the park,” she 
said, noting the organization 
had “numerous” civic and en- 
vironmental groups as well as 


the support of elected officials 
on their side. 

“We occasionally hear from 
people who are against it, but 
the vast majority are vehe- 
mently for a car-free park,” 
Hodge said. 

A DOT spokesman con- 
firmed that the agency had re- 
tied heavily on a 1997 study 
to initially cut the park’s hours 
down from 24 hours a day in 
1998 to the seven-hour days 
used up until last year, and 
had also referred to the same 
study in determining that the 
hours could be reduced even 
further, and only require that 
two of 30 traffic lights studied 
be altered to mitigate resulting 
traffic congestion. 

Hodge said the study failed 
to account for “elasticity,” and 
unlike the Central Park study, 
which showed that 15 percent 
of the drivers would find alter- 
native methods and therefore 
disappear from the study area, 
was inaccurate. 

“If they had taken this into 
the study, they would’ve 
found that full closure is feasi- 
ble,” she said, and expressed 
her hope that a three-month 
trial closing would lead to a 
year-round closing. 

Others, noting faults in the 
1997 study, disagreed with 
Hodge’s analysis. 

Alvin Burk, the chairman 
of Community Board 14, 
which includes the Prospect 
Park South section of Flat- 
bush, said he could see only 
gridlock coming from further 
cutting the park’s car hours. 

“All the other routes are 
saturated,” he said, mention- 
ing that the reduced hours, “si- 
phoned off a great deal of the 
surrounding flow to the neigh- 
borhoods,” and forced the pre- 
5 pm rush onto perimeter 
streets. 

“There’s a real environ- 
mental issue here. There’s an 
air pollution issue if you have 
a street that needs to accom- 
modate an extra 500 to 1,000 
cars per hour, and that exhaust 
is coming into your win- 
dows,” said Burk. 

“It is a greater liability to 
the public heath than is the li- 
See CAR-FREE on page 1 8 


GAY FRIENDLY BROOKLYN MEDICAL PRACTICE 


• General Male Health Issues 

Comprehensive HIV Care Including: 

• Hormone Replacement • Nutritional and 

• Lipodystrophy Psychological Support 

• Wasting Syndrome • Case Management 

• Salvage Therapy • Legal Aide 

IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENTS AVAI LA BLE 



AMBULATORY SURGERY CENTER 

" " BROOKLYN 


Joseph G. Olivieri, M.D., l 


313-43rd Street - Sunset Park, Brooklyn 

3rd Avenue and 43rd Street 


I Monday to Friday 
10am to 6pm 
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are thrilled to welcome 
Brooklyn Heights Master 
colorist/stylist 


MYKEL FRANK 
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/ The Salon & Spa 
in Brooklyn Heights 


107 MONTAGUE STREET • BROOKLYN HEIGHTS, NY 11201 
(718) 522-1202 



COBBLE HEIGHTS 

REALTY 

Were the one for: Buying, Selling 
Renting or Investing in Brooklyn! 


[T™!] SF 3 ™ 

fc.l 

EXCLUSIVE: Enjoy the original wood EXCLUSIVE: Wide, modern, 3 family, 
details in this renovated 4 story, 3 brick townhouse offers a 4 bedroom 
family brownstone with a spacious 2 owner’s duplex with 2.5 baths plus 2 
bedroom garden duplex for the owner high income rentals. PARKING FOR 2 
plus two rental apartments above. CARS! ! 

$1,385,000 $1,375,000 

206 Court Street 

i’lihhhlWyhb.^ ^ 

■ ^ ( 718 ) 596-3333 

i B www.cobbleheights.com 




Working 
together 
for Kids 


By Randi Weingarten 

Imagine NASA excluding 
its rocket scientists when 
planning a mission to Mars, or 
a hospital not consulting 
doctors when drawing up 
plans to build a new intensive 
care facility. It’s a good bet 
that problems will arise down 
the road. 

The same holds true for 
education. The most success- 
ful administrators are those 
wise enough to listen and 
respond to the concerns and 
suggestions of educators who 
work with kids daily and know 
their needs. 

Judging by recent events, 
this is a lesson that the 
Department of Education 
sometimes takes to heart, 
but on other occasions 
manages to ignore. 

A positive example: last year 
when the mayor announced 
plans to target third-graders in 
his attempt to end social 
promotion - the policy of 
advancing students to the 
next grade even if they have 
not mastered key academic 
knowledge and skills - he did 
so without first consulting 
front-line educators. 

That resulted in a firestorm 
of criticism as concerned par- 
ents and education experts 
questioned the fairness and 
effectiveness of the policy. 
Over time, the plan was 
changed, including adding 
resources for struggling 
students, the creation of an 
appeals process, and the 


establishment of protocols to 
guide educators making these 
critical decisions about kids’ 
lives. 

One might have expected a 
similar negative reaction 
when, at the beginning of 
this school year, the mayor 
announced that he would 
expand the no social promo- 
tion policy to fifth-graders. 
But this time the public 
reaction was muted - and gen- 
erally supportive - because 
the administration had 
learned a lesson. It listened 
to educators and made sure 
that the plan, which was 
announced at the start of the 
school year, included immedi- 
ate additional supports and 
resources to improve stu- 
dents’ prospects for suc- 
cess, and was not based sole- 
ly on one standardized test. 

Now for the negative exam- 
ple: Starting this summer, 
parent groups and teachers 
began hearing from principals 
that — despite additional 
money from the state this 
year — many of our schools 
were receiving large cuts in 
their budgets. 

The Department of Education 
at first professed that there 
were no cuts, then said it was 
a question of a fairer alloca- 
tion among schools, then said 
it was waiting for more state 
funds. 

Now after adding more than 
$100 million at various inter- 
vals, the Department has said 
that schools will be getting at 
least as much money as they 
got last year. But with the new 


budgeting process, few of us 
can figure out where the 
money is going. 

Some of our largest high 
schools are even more over- 
crowded than last year, with 
thousands of classes that 
exceed our contract’s class- 
size limits including high 
school science classes with 
45 students and physical 
education classes with 60 
students or more. Tutoring, 
SAT prep and remediation 
classes have been cut, high 
school electives have been 
put on hold, and advanced 
placement and after-school 
programs have been can- 
celed. Tweed may be spend- 
ing the money on good pro- 
grams, but at what cost to 
these important needs? 

Tweed’s lack of candor has 
fostered an atmosphere of 
mistrust and a sense in both 
teachers and parents that 
their issues and their kids are 
a lower priority than meeting 
some budget goal, or policy 
objective such as small 
schools or new coaches/par- 
ent coordinators, even when 
the city rolled over a budget 
surplus of nearly $2 billion. 

Enlightened employers every- 
where have learned - the hard 
way, in some cases - that 
even in industries using 
unskilled workers, involving 
employees in decision-making 
boosts morale and productivi- 
ty. If the Department of Edu- 
cation wants to succeed, this 
is a lesson Tweed needs to 
keep relearning. 
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Barron blasts ‘uninformed’ Ikea approval 


'The reason I know anything about this proj- 
ect is because I keep on top of these things, 
we read The Brooklyn Papers, and I've been 
following the concerns and questions raised 

by the community' — East New York Councilman Charles Barron 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Councilman Charles Barron 
abstained from casting a vote at 
a Land Use committee hearing 
at City Hall on Wednesday 
based on his apprehensions 
about a commitment to the 
community by Ikea, the 
Swedish furniture company that 
has plans to develop a big-box 
store on the Red Hook water- 
front. 

While speaking to a colleague 
about his decision to withhold his 
vote, the East New York legislator 
said he didn’t feel as if the council 
members were well-enough informed 
to vote on the massive project. 

“The reason I know anything 
about this project is because I keep 
on top of these things, we read The 
Brooklyn Papers, and I’ve been 
following the concerns and ques- 
tions raised by the community,” 
Barron said, standing in the back of 
the council chambers following his 
committee’s otherwise unanimous 
vote to approve the Ikea proposal. 

Asked about his non-vote, Bar- 


ron said that Ikea’s attempts to win 
the community over by donating 
money to a few community pro- 
grams was not sufficient for “one of 
the richest men in the world,” Ikea 
owner Ingvar Kamprad, whose esti- 
mated net worth is $18.5 billion. 

“Why doesn't he commit Ikea to 
profit sharing?” he asked rhetori- 
cally. “You want to empower them, 
how about putting one or two per- 
cent of the profit towards develop- 
ing other parts of the community, 
ensuring small businesses can stay 
there as well.” 

At the vote, Barron stated his 
concern that Ikea store employees 
are not unionized, and that the hazy 
promise of jobs was dubious be- 
cause it lacked any signed commit- 


“You can create jobs without vi- 
olating the environment. You can 
create jobs so people can work to- 
wards something. We don’t need a 
Rite Aid pharmacy, we need a 
right-on pharmacy, that you own. 
I’m all about that, ownership,” he 

He added that no sufficient dis- 
cussion had been held on traffic 
impacts, and thought that all new 
developments in Brooklyn could 
start to set a precedent for commu- 
nity involvement. 

“Downtown Brooklyn is going 
to be a mess environmentally on 
traffic, on how developers use emi- 
nent domain, on how developers 
give out jobs,” he said, noting that 
he was afraid the desperation of 
populations like those in Red 



Charles Barron 


Hook’s public housing, which 
comprises 75 percent of the Red 
Hook population, focus too much 
on immediate needs for survival, 
instead of grasping a larger picture 
of what could be accomplished. 

“What happens is people per- 
sonalize these projects,” he said, 
“and when they get a little more 
than usual they are a little over en- 
thusiastic. We need to make sure 
developers come into communities 


and have relationships that are em- 
powering, not exploitative.” 

Barron said he was afraid the 
kind of jobs offered would be un- 
likely to provide advancement or 
growth opportunities, which was 
an arguing point for opponent 
groups, none of which, he noted, 
approached him for help. 

To illustrate his point about jobs, 
Barron brought up the Gateway Es- 
tates, a massive mall complex that 
was built in his district near Starrett 
City. Despite community agree- 
ments that each company that 
moved into the mall had signed 
pledging to hire locally, he said the 
jobs were of poor quality, did not 
offer advancement to managerial 
positions and led to high turnover. 

“Is East New York better for it? 
No!” he said. “Right now those lit- 
tle jobs they’re offering — [the 
businesses are] getting it back from 
what you spend a thousand-fold.” 

Barron seemed convinced that 
profit sharing would be a surefire 
answer to community involvement. 
“That’s a real commitment, to say, 
‘We’ll come in and let you invest 
money.’ You want to raise the bar? 
Then raise it to there.” 


Markowitz testily defends himself 
at Park Slope Food Co-op meeting 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Borough President Marty 
Markowitz subjected himself to 
questioning at the Park Slope 
Food Co-op last Saturday, much 
of it dealing with developer 
Bmce Ratner’s plan to build a 
basketball arena, apartment 
buildings and office towers in 
Prospect Heights. 

Markowitz said he came to the 
meeting expecting to be confronted 
by opponents of the arena plan and 
to many of the 30 or so people who 
attended he appeared confronta- 

“Obviously I’m not stupid. I 
knew the turnout would be those 
who I know are opposed to the are- 
na,” the borough president said in 
his opening remarks in the upstairs 
conference room in the co-op’s 782 
Union St. brick warehouse. 

Markowitz blustered through ex- 
planations that many said were old 
answers to new questions. 

“I also have a right not to answer 
questions,” he said. “That’s my 
perfect right as a resident and a cit- 

Along with the disclaimer, 
Markowitz said he was concerned 
about the efforts of some people to 
“personalize this effort around me. 
I’m a big boy, I understand,” he 
said, adding, “Whenever I do any- 
thing I really believe in, it’s for the 
good of Brooklyn.” 

He also made a point of noting 
that the contentious Atlantic Yards 
arena, housing and commercial-of- 
fice development plan was still in 

“As of yet, the developer has 
presented a wish list. Given the 
stars and the moon and the sun all 
line up together, the actual footprint 
will be determined later,” Mark- 
owitz said of the massive develop- 
ment plan, which would emanate 
from the intersection of Atlantic 
and Flatbush avenues. 

Then he called upon raised 

Tom Gogan, of Prospect Heights, 
said he had a hard time understand- 
ing the scope of the project, and 
asked about publicly subsidized tax 
abatements offered to Ratner’s com- 


NOT JUST NETS 

More development 
coverage on page 1 6 


pany. Forest City Ratner. 

“If we don’t know what the pub- 
lic cost is going to be, how is it re- 
sponsible for a public official to be 
such a cheerleader?” Gogan asked, 
referring to Markowitz early and 
continuous support of the plan. 

Gogan added that so far there are 
no commitments or signed agree- 
ments for what Ratner will bring to 
the community in exchange for hav- 
ing the state condemn so much prop- 
erty in the neighborhood. 

“There will be,” responded 
Markowitz, who brushed off the 
first part of the question by down- 
playing his role in the negotiations. 

When questioned about the U.S. 
Supreme Court agreeing to hear an 
eminent domain case in New Lon- 
don, Conn., which may determine 
whether or not a government can 
seize private property to resell for 
higher tax-producing private devel- 
opments, Markowitz did not pull 
any punches. 

“The Supreme Court’s decision 
will make or break it,” he said, re- 
ferring to the arena plan. 

Diane George, who said she 
lived in Prospect Heights for 12 
years before rising rents forced her 



Marty Markowitz at the Park 
Slope Food Co-op meeting. 


to move to Sunset Park, asked 
about the availability of middle- 
and low-income housing in the At- 
lantic Yards plan, and Markowitz 
responded with gusto that Ratner’s 
offer to set aside 50 percent of the 
4,500 units of housing as “afford- 
able” was a major reason for his 
support of the plan. 

The borough president said he 
would not support the plan if it did 
not include the promise of afford- 


able housing. But when George 
asked him if he would withdraw 
his support if that commitment was 
not honored, Markowitz said care- 
fully, “I would be one very unhap- 
py person.” 

When Markowitz called on 
George again, she asked why the 
development was a state-level 
process, and how it could “skirt” 

“It was understood by everyone 
on my staff, and folks who special- 
ized in city planning say it’s a state 
process,” he told her. 

A question from the back of the 
room asked if Markowitz would 
hence favor a change in public pol- 

The borough president contend- 
ed that he has met with advisors 
about seeking change in the state 
legislature, and named state Sen. 
Carl Andrews, who replaced him in 
the Legislature, as a person he had 
consulted. 

“I will answer as soon as I feel 
confident that I can share it,” 
Markowitz said, refusing to say 
more than that. 

After the meeting, the co-op 
members chatted in small circles. 

“He’s using the same responses 
he used over a year ago,” said 
George, who said the borough 
president’s response to her question 
on state-level authority was cir- 
cuitous. But what bugged her most, 
she said, was his demeanor. 


“As a public official you don’t 
come into a meeting with a defen- 
sive attitude,” said George. 

“He raises his voice. He was 
very attacking. He tells people not 
to make it personal, but he’s clearly 
emotional about it and takes it per- 
sonally himself. That makes it per- 
sonal for other people.” 

Susan Metz, a teacher running as 
a write-in candidate for Assembly 
against deposed Democrat Roger 
Green, said she was worried about 
what Markowitz’s definitions of af- 
fordable housing were. 

“Affordable is a meaningless 
term,” said Metz. 

“They said themselves that af- 
fordable is $60,000 [income] a year 
— that’s like $1,800 a month,” 
which she said most people could 

Gloria Brandman, a Prospect 
Heights resident and co-op volun- 
teer said she was disappointed that 
Markowitz seemed to ignore gen- 
uine concerns from the community. 

“He appears to be blindly support- 
ing [the arena plan] and a rational 
person would have to wonder what it 
is he stands to gain.” Brandman said. 
“He wants to paint a picture that he 
supports everyone in office.” 

Gogan said he felt unsatisfied 
with the responses from the bor- 
ough president. “I wanted to ask 
him, ‘Why don’t you give us a date 
when you’ll have the answers, and 


then we 11 talk? 

restaurant week 


Anti-arena 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Calling it “The Brooklyn Dodge,” the anti- 
Nets arena group Develop-Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn is hosting a restaurant week to raise 
money for the fight against developer Bruce 
Ratner’s planned Atlantic Yards project. 

From Sunday, Oct. 17, to Sunday, Oct. 24, par- 
ticipating restaurants will donate 5 percent of their 
take for the week to DDDB’s legal and other costs 
in their fight to stop Ratner's plan to build a basket- 
ball arena, apartment buildings and office skyscrap- 
ers in Prospect Heights. 

The participating restaurants include: 

Franny’s, 295 Flatbush Ave. at Prospect Place in 
Prospect Heights; Tom’s Diner, 782 Washington 


Ave. at Sterling Place in Prospect Heights; Bob 
Law’s Seafood Cafe, 637 Vanderbilt Ave. at St. 
Mark’s Place in Prospect Heights; Silver Spoon, 
216 Flatbush Ave. at Myrtle Avenue in Fort 

Maggie Brown, 455 Myrtle Ave. at Washington 
Avenue in Clinton Hill; Thai 101, 455A Myrtle 
Ave. at Washington Avenue in Clinton Hill; Total 
Wine Bar, 74 Fifth Ave. at Prospect Place in Park 
Slope; Blue Sky Bakery, 53 Fifth Ave. at Bergen 
Street in Park Slope. 

Curry Source, 88 Bergen St. at Smith Street in 
Boerum Hill; Bacchus, 409 Atlantic Ave. at Bond 
Street in Boerum Hill; Sonny’s Bar & Grill, 305 
Smith St. at Union Street in Carroll Gardens; Quer- 
cy, 242 Court St. at Baltic Street in Cobble Hill 


A Table, 171 Adelphi Street at Lafayette Avenue 
in Fort Greene; Butta’ Cup Lounge, 271 Adelphi 
St. at DeKalb Avenue in Fort Greene; Chez Oskar, 
2 1 1 DeKalb Ave. at Adelphi Street in Fort Greene; 
Keur N’ Deye, 737 Fulton St. at South Elliot Place 
in Fort Greene; Night of the Cookers, 767 Fulton 
St at South Oxford Street in Fort Greene; Pequena, 
86 S. Portland Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene; Pillow Cafe, 372 Myrtle Ave. at Adelphi 
Street in Fort Greene; Restaurant New Orleans, 
747 Fulton St. at South Elliot Place in Fort Greene; 
Scopello, 63 Lafayette Ave. at Fulton Street in Fort 

The group expects more restaurants to be an- 
nounced. A complete list can be viewed on their Web 
site at www.dddb.net/restaurants. 


Expert eyes Underground RR site 


City-paid researcher 
to help determine if 
buildings on Tubman 
route should be 
exempted from 
Downtown Plan 
By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

While tourists always come 
in a steady stream to New York 
City, most of them don’t come 
looking for signs of the Under- 
ground Railroad. 

Even fewer would climb over 
broken appliances and piles of box- 
es to peer through dank shafts in the 
basements of houses on Duffield 
Street in Downtown Brooklyn. 

But that might change if the 
buildings at 223, 227, and 233 are 
determined to have been pieces of 
the slave escape route, as a few res- 
idents — seeking to exempt the 
properties from the development 
potential of the Downtown Brook- 


lyn Plan — claim they are. 

A Maryland researcher got her 
very own basement tour on Oct. 1, 
as part of her job in helping the city 
study the properties. 

“Part of the problem is this is so 
under-studied that people wouldn’t 
understand what was going on,” 
said Cheryl LaRoche, the Under- 
ground Railroad expert who sur- 
veyed the properties last Saturday. 
She noted that the presence of not- 
ed abolitionist Henry Ward Beecher 
at the Plymouth Church of the Pil- 
grims in Brooklyn Heights was a 
strong indicator of an antislavery 
movement in the area. 

Though she wasn’t ready to dis- 
cuss any findings, LaRoche’s inves- 
tigation will help decide whether 
the buildings should be considered 
worthy of landmark status, saving 
them from condemnation and dem- 
olition. 

The investigation by LaRoche 
and a team of specialists was man- 
dated by the City Council’s zoning 
subcommittee after the panel deter- 
mined that the city Economic De- 


velopment Corporation had not ad- 
equately investigated the matter. 

In an attempt to rectify the prob- 
lem, the Zoning chairman. Queens 
Councilman Tony Avella, ordered 
the EDC to hire independent histo- 
rians to weigh in on the likelihood 
of the buildings’ historic signifi- 

Avella’s spokesman said the sub- 
committee would wait until the 
study was completed before deter- 
mining whether the properties 
should be included in the Down- 
town Plan, which rezoned most of 
Downtown Brooklyn in order to al- 
low the construction of office tow- 
ers and other high-rises. 

Councilwoman Letitia James, 
who assisted local residents in find- 
ing a qualified researcher, said she 
imagined the study would be com- 
prehensive. 

“That’s what we were hoping, 
that’s what we were pushing for. 
I’m waiting for this report to be is- 
sued and I’m waiting to get a deter- 
mination on their analysis,” she 
said. “Until I have an opportunity to 


review the research in their study I 
will withhold judgement.” 

Joy Chatel and Lewis Greenstein, 
who live in 227 and 233 Duffield, 
respectively, have spearheaded the 
fight for their homes by showing up 
at hearings to testify about the 
bizarre features of their basements, 
both of which have mysterious en- 
tries and underground space, which 
Greenstein believes to be a tunnel 
connecting several other residences 
on the street. 

When LaRoche showed up at 
Chatel’s house, which has a 
ground-level beauty salon, a group 
of people, including Chatel, La- 
Roche, Greenstein and several 
neighbors whose homes and busi- 
nesses also face demolition under 
the Downtown Plan, descended into 
a dark basement with flashlights to 
inspect strange shafts in the back of 
the building, and a blocked-off en- 
trance in the front. 

Between shoving herself into 
crawl spaces and peering into unex- 
plainable door openings, LaRoche 
tried to cobble together an oral his- 


tory of how Chatel and Greenstein 
came to their conclusions that the 
Underground Railroad — through 
which escaped slave Harriet Tub- 
man led more than 300 slaves to 
freedom in the north — ran through 
their basements. 

“I knew a man, Calvin Smith, 
who owned the jewelry shop on the 
comerHis grandmother knew some- 
one who owned the building at the 
turn of the century, and said it was a 
stop on the Underground Railroad,” 
said Greenstein. 

He said the comment stayed with 
him, but really piqued his interest 
later, when he found out about pos- 
sible eviction. 

Since then he’s collected a 5,000- 
at home. 

“That’s every black who lived in 
Brooklyn,” he says proudly, which 
he’s spent the better part of the past 
year collecting and categorizing by 
name, occupation, address, and 
years of occupancy. “It doesn’t 
have everybody yet,” he said. 

See UNDERGROUND on page 16 


CITY COUNCIL 
PANEL BACKS 
IKEA PROJECT 

Continued from page 1 

Councilman Simcha Felder, who represents Borough Park and parts 
of Bensonhurst, also expressed concern about traffic problems, but vot- 
ed in favor of the project just the same. “ I think we should approve the 
project,” he said, “ but I think it’s bizarre to approve a project in Down- 
town Brooklyn that we know will make the traffic worse. Especially 
when people are trying to close [Prospect Park] down to cars.” 

However, Wednesday’s meeting was not the forum for contention or 
arguments against the development; in fact, no opponents showed up, 
and only Ikea spokesmen from Yoswein New York, the company repre- 
senting Ikea, were present. On Tuesday, opponents were given plenty of 
time to present arguments to the subcommittee, although Avella said he 
thought several people squandered their two minutes at the podium. 

Avella told The Brooklyn Papers in an interview after the meeting that 
he was displeased about some of the comments made on more personal 
levels about the project. 

“A few members of, I guess the community who were opposed, got 
out of line. We’re there to listen to their concerns and take that into ac- 
count when we hear the project,” Avella said, and explained that some 
people used their speaking time to issue accusatory remarks against 
Gonzalez and the City Council. “They do themselves no great service to 
their cause if, when they get up to do their two minutes, they spend that 
time attacking people.” 

He added that a great number of speakers were in favor of the project, 
and that after he had alternated the speakers, switching off statements by 
those for and then against the project, he had 44 people left over when 
all the stated opponents had spoken. 

Lou Sones, a Red Hook resident and anti-Ikea community activist, 
said he was disappointed by the council members’ failure to ask any per- 
tinent questions after the developers’ presentation. 

“I was disturbed at how little questions this committee asked Ikea. 
They asked two questions — they didn’t even want to hear about traffic 
impact,” Sones said, which has long been the anti-Ikea groups’ strongest 
argument. “They basically said, ‘How close is the nearest house?’ which 
is fairly close, and ‘have you studied all the impacts?”’ 

Sones readily admitted he had been one of the contentious speakers, 
having mentioned his suspicions of a “political fix” on the plans. “Tony 
Avella was very upset,” he said. “His feathers seemed ruffled.” But 
Sones also condemned one person’s testimony, who just pointed a finger 
at Gonzalez and said, “You failed us.” 

“That was way out of line,” said Sones, who added that he only got 
“close to crossing the line,” by saying the fix was in. 

Gonzalez, however, wasn’t hurt by the outburst. 

“I didn’t see it like that at all; they are my community, they are my 
constituents.” she said following Wednesday’s hearing. “Their argument 
has substantially shown that people are thinking and involved in the 
community,” she said, and vowed she would remain vigilant throughout 
the development proceedings. 

Meanwhile, in city chambers adjacent to where the vote was held, 
Joni Yoswein, head of the Ikea-hired PR firm, fervently argued the com- 
pany’s case of community empowerment to Barron, who tried to offer 
her a different perspective. 

“[Developer Bruce] Ratner has raised the bar in terms of his commu- 
nity benefits agreement. He’s promising much more than you are,” Bar- 
ron said, noting the community benefits agreements, that could guaran- 
tee local jobs, that are close to being signed regarding Ratner’s proposal 
to build a basketball arena, housing and office towers at the edge of 
Downtown Brooklyn. Barron asked Yoswein if she was familiar with 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards project. 

“Councilmember,” Yoswein replied, “I look at what Ratner’s done, 
and it horrifies me,” she said. 

“Well, yes, he’s made some promises he hasn’t kept,” agreed Barron, 
but pointed out that with Ikea’s wealth, they could offer more to the 
community than the amended street plans and free ferries and shuttles it 
currently has proposed. 

“The bar may be higher than some others benefits, but it is still very 
low,” he said. 

Although the vote closed on Tuesday with the subcommittee voting 
five votes in favor of Ikea, with two absentees, both of those members 
voted in favor of the project Wednesday morning prior to the full com- 
mittee hearing. That vote, too, stunned Sones, who said four out of five 
community board members who lived in Red Hook were against it at its 
earliest stages in the land review process before Community Board 6. 

Though Barron’s withheld vote may mean nothing in the long run — 
the plan passed 17-0 — Sones said even the recognition of at least one 
council member was a gift. 

“That’s a little help, from my point of view,” he said. “God bless him 
for having some guts for breaking out from the fold.” 


Closed meets 
mean fix is in 


To the editor: 

The article headlined “Behind Closed Doors: Bruce and Marty’s pri- 
vate meetings” by Jess Wisloski [The Brooklyn Papers, Oct. 2] was in- 
sightful reporting missed by the major daily newspapers. 

Former liberal reformer state Sen. Marty Markowitz has completed his 
metamorphosis into a Democratic Party clubhouse Brooklyn borough 
president in the tradition of his predecessors, such as former Brooklyn 
Borough Presidents Sebastian 
Leone and Howard Golden. 

Everyone knows when ■ 
government officials conduct m I 

closed-door meetings it usu- 
ally means that they have 
something to hide from the general pubic and media. 

Opponents of both Bruce Ratner’s Brooklyn Nets and Robert Wood 
Johnson’s Jets West Side Manhattan stadiums have much in common. 

You have to wonder how many New York City Council members 
have endorsed one or both projects and received campaign contribu- 
tions from Nets owner Bmce Ratner or Jets owner Robert Wood John- 
son IV and their friends. It will be interesting to read about future finan- 
cial campaign reports prior to Borough President Markowitz’s 
re-election effort in 2005 to see if there was a political quid pro quo. 

Consider Queens Councilman David Weprin’s clear conflict of in- 
terest in his support of the proposed Jets stadium. His July 16 public 
campaign finance report revealed that as council Finance Committee 
chairman, Weprin has raised $366,000 dollars to date. This included 
$2,000 in donations from the Jets owner shortly after endorsing the 
project. 

Independent observers of municipal government know that there is a polit- 
ical quid pro quo expected by lobbyists who represent various special interest 
groups doing business with the city in exchange for financial donations. 

How can any public official represent the interest of taxpayers when 
accepting campaign contributions from those doing business with the 
city, by either seeking contracts or direct subsidies for construction proj- 
ects such as the new Nets or Jets stadiums? 

The appearance of a conflict of interest is obvious. Where there is 
smoke, there is fire. 

Construction of the new Nets Brooklyn facility will cost taxpayers 
several hundred million dollars. 

How many public officials in Kings County have accepted campaign 
contnbuuons from Nets owner Bmce Ratner, his family, employees, con- 
See LETTERS on page 16 
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DUMBO invasion 


Three-day neighborhood artfest covers 
30 blocks with music, dance, art & more 



By Lisa Selin Davis 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

W hen Joy Glidden organized the first 
DUMBO Art Under the Bridge festi- 
val in 1996, she aimed to bring atten- 
tion to the sorely neglected neighborhood 
and reposition it as a sort of New York City- 
style Left Bank. Eight years later, DUMBO 
rivals the art scene 
in SoHo and 
Chelsea, and the 
three-day festival, 
beginning Oct. 15, 
is one of the largest 
and most important 
cultural events any- 

“The first year it 
had a sort of guerril- 
la-ish excitement,” 
says Glidden, found- 
ing director of the 
DUMBO Arts Cen- 
ter (DAC), which organizes the festival. “We 
had around 200 artists participating then.” 

Now the number has ballooned to more 
than 1,500, with art installations, open stu- 
dios and musical and theatrical performanc- 
es incorporated into the festival, which cov- 
ers 30 blocks of DUMBO and neighboring 
Vinegar Hill. Local galleries, businesses and 
artists’ organizations all join in. 

Highlights of the weekend include the 
“Parade of Concepts,” a street procession 
with Frank Didik’s electric cars and the one- 
man audio parade of Jeff Karolski. Slide, 
film and video projections grace various 
streets and buildings, and short films and 
videos by New York City artists screen Sat- 
urday and Sunday afternoon and evening. 

All of the arts, from dance to painting, are 
represented, and events take place through- 
out the hidden nooks and crannies of DUM- 
BO, from the last few abandoned buildings 
to the newly revamped Empire-Fulton Ferry 
State Park. At the York Street F train subway 
stop, catch Lee Joong-Keun’s vinyl installa- 
tion, part of the “Korean Art Now” exhibi- 
tion. At the Tobacco Warehouse in the park, 
Matching Recordings hosts bands including 
Nervous Caberet, Burnside Project, Bronx 
Monx and Mink Lungs. And at White Wave 
Performance and Rehearsal Space, at 25 Jay 
St. at John Street, more than 80 dance com- 
panies will showcase their choreography. 

Since the DUMBO waterfront parks have 
been revitalized, DAC welcomed a number 
of water-themed works to this year’s festival, 
including Murat Musulluoglu’s mosaic in- 
stallation, “Welcome,” using 20,000 tiny g, 
cups of colored water, and Ilan Sandler and J 
Ron Mirieu’s “Ear to the Sky,” a floating ear e 
that channels river sounds toward the shore, -j 
Those who are more academically in- | 
dined might try the artists’ talk with Martha ^ 
Rossler and Carolee Schneeman, two veter- | 
ans of the feminist art movement. “ 

For DUMBO artists, the festival offers the ^ 


heart,” says Glidden. “We wanted to take the 
power out of the few gallery hands and bring 
it back to the artists, to hold open studios so 
they could become free agents.” 

Now, the neighborhood might be almost 
too well known. Skyscraper wars are raging 
as groups like the Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
the veteran DUMBO developers Two Trees 
Management attempt to raise buildings as 
high as 20-stories in the area. But Glidden 
says the potential development doesn’t hin- 
der the artists or the festival. In 1997, Two 
Trees’ father-and-son development team of 
David and Jed Walentas donated space to 
DAC, and have continued to be one of the 


chance for the public, as well as art world 
professionals, to peer into their private work- 
spaces. 

“Everybody who has a studio down here 
has the opportunity of having curators, col- 
lectors, dealers and critics come by,” says 
Glidden. “It’s a golden opportunity if you’re 
unrepresented.” 

A painter herself, Glidden joined an early 
wave of artists relocating to DUMBO in 
1990, although the success of the festival has 
put a dent in her own art-making; she esti- 
mates that 90 percent of her time goes to- 
ward administrative tasks. But that doesn’t 
change her mission: to continue remaking 
DUMBO as an artists’ haven. 


“It was basically an abandoned, desolate 
area back then,” she says. “The artists would 
run from their studios to the subway.” The 
lack of city amenities like street cleaning and 
garbage pickup, coupled with the many 
abandoned factories, once made DUMBO a 
forbidding place, albeit one that Glidden 

“I felt like I was discovering the most in- 
credible little well-kept secret in the world,” 
she said. The festival was designed to fo- 
ment dialogue among artists, who can tend 
toward isolation, and bring attention to their 

“It really had community interests at 
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The DUMBO Art Und 

val runs Oct. 15-17. Some 
others require admission. A 
end Pass buys entry to all < 
(37 Main St. between Fron 
and unlimited weekend filr 
(45 Main St. between Fron 
ninth floor). Tickets, schec 
available at DAC, 30 Wash 
Water and Plymouth stre< 
more information, call (71 
www.dumboartscenter.org. 



Tall order: DUMBO Art Center founding director 
Joy Glidden (at left) presents the DUMBO Art 
Under the Bridge Festival, which kicks off on Oct. 
15. This year's fest includes (above, top to bot- 
tom) performances by White Wave Dance; strolls 
through artists' studios; and "Bon Appetit!?," a 
bilingual satire by Theatre Ouf. 


festival’s biggest supporters. They offer aid 
in the form of sanitation, donated space and 
cleanup crews. 

“This festival just would not happen with- 
out them,” says Glidden. “Their support is 

Just like the neighborhood, the festival 
has changed. It’s gotten bigger and better, 
and Glidden says what started as a guerilla- 
style taking-of-the-streets has become a le- 
gitimate and unparalleled art world happen- 
ing. 

“I really think that the DUMBO Art Under 
the Bridge Festival is completely unique,” 
she says. “There’s nothing else like it.” 



Bed-Stuy tour 

“Building on our dream” is the theme of the 26th 
annual Bedford-Stuyvesant house tour, which 
showcases both meticulously restored brownstones 
and those tum-of-the-century architectural gems 
still in the renovation process. With new shops 
blooming on the main drag of Lewis Avenue, the 
neighborhood has been undergoing a renaissance, 
so the Brownstoners of Bedford-Stuyvesant (the 
non-profit group organizing the tour) want Brook- 
lynites to see first-hand how homeowners can help 
turn a place around. 

“The theme reflects the hope and dreams that we 
have for our neighborhood,” says Brenda Fryson, 
president of Brownstoners. “We want to encourage 
people to stay and bring young families in.” 

The self-guided tour departs from the Brooklyn 
Academy High School, at 832 Marcy Ave. at Put- 
nam Avenue, beginning at 11 am on Sept. 16, with 
10 homes to visit. Houses close promptly at 4 pm. 

Also inside the school, there will be a homebuy- 
ers’ seminar at 9 am, as well as a bazaar of crafts 
and home decor goods, from 10 am to 4 pm. Pro- 
ceeds from the tour help fund a number of neigh- 
borhood initiatives, including scholarships and adult 
literacy programs. 

Tickets are $20, available in advance or on the 
day of the tour at Brownstone Books, 409 Lewis 
Ave. between Decatur and MacDonough streets, 
(718) 953-7328; The Juke Joint Juice Jaffe, 1585 
Fulton St. between Albany Avenue and Marcus 
Garvey Boulevard, (718) 778-0777; and Lewis 
Gallery, 525 Atlantic Ave. between Third and 
Fourth avenues, (718) 624-8372. For more infor- 
mation visit the Web site www.brownstone- 
books.com/events_housetour.html. 

— Lisa Selin Davis 


BOOKS 



Skater boyz 

In 1994, Williamsburg photographer Vincent 
Cianni focused his lens on a tribe of inline skating 
teens in the then-gritty neighborhood. The nearly 
10-year fascination with the Hispanic boys as they 
demonstrated their jaw-dropping tricks on ramps, 
rails and jumps deepened into friendships, and now 
his decade-long study has resulted in a new book, 
“We Skate Hardcore: Photographs from Brooklyn’s 
Southside” (New York University Press, $24.95), 
published on Sept. 30. 

The collection of black-and-white and color pho- 
tographs also has a DVD bound into its back cover 
that has footage of the skaters in action and a slide 
show of memorials — to young neighborhood men 
slain by AIDS, chugs and domestic violence — that 
surround the skaters. 

In the book, Cianni quickly discourages any no- 
tion that he is a 
dispassionate 
onlooker docu- 
menting his 
surroundings. 

He lives in the 
neighborhood 
and befriends 
the boys and 
invites them 
to write the 
captions to 
their photos — 
in the margins but also on the actual photographs. 
The captions are, perhaps unintentionally, even 
more revealing — their poor penmanship, spelling 
and grammar are evidence that in addition to having 
the strikes of poverty and crime-infested streets 
against them, the boys haven’t even had the oppor- 
tunity to get a good education to skate out of this ur- 
ban wasteland. 

But time is a silent character in the book, and 
since ’94 there have been a lot more artists like 
Cianni moving into Williamsburg, followed by yup- 
pies, high rents and chic boutiques and cafes. Cian- 
ni follows the now-young men out of the southside 
of Williamsburg to where they’ve been stationed as 
part of the U.S. Army or to a wedding in Ohio. 

Cianni’s collection of photographs is an arresting 
look at a group of boys who embraced a dangerous 
sport and in the process of building their skate parks 
and learning new stunts, formed a tight-knit com- 
munity of friends who looked out for each other and 
helped one another survive. — Lisa J. Curtis 
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‘Elegantly Casual - <Hot stuffy WL i 

Serving your Family & Friends since 1964. ^ l 

* 4 -. f 
‘ >1 


Michael s restaurant 

2929 Avenue R (at Nostrand Ave.) • (718) 998-7851 
www.michaelsofbrooklyn.com • 



10 AWP 


The Brooklyn Papers 



www.BrooklynPapers.com 


October 9, 2004 



Empty 

canvases 



Special delivery: The meze plate at Surreal Cafe serves up roasted beets and carrots, chick peas and baba 
ghanoush with organic yogurt and fresh-made pita bread. (Top left) The cafe's owner, Ron Katz, put out a 
call for "mail art" for the opening of his restaurant; he stands in front of the collaged submissions. 


Surreal Cafe must improve 
look of entrees on the plate 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

I f I were to name a cafe I wouldn’t 
choose the word “surreal.” The ti- 
tle conjures up unappetizing im- 
ages of dripping eggs and melting 
clocks. And, as it turns out, it is not a 
fitting name for the Surreal Cafe, a 
down-to-earth eatery that opened in 
August in Park Slope. 

Owner Ron Katz, a 20-year Park 
Slope resident, wanted to open a cafe 
that served breakfast, lunch and din- 
ner to the neighborhood. He finds 
hormone- and antibiotic-free meat 
and mostly organic produce, ingredi- 
ents that are not always a staple in 
other Fifth Avenue cafes; and he has 
developed a menu that will please 
burger lovers as well as vegetarians. 

While the name he’s chosen sug- 
gests Haight-Ashbury-style coffee- 
houses, the reality is a clean, brick- 
walled space with a small bar. 


wooden tables, and a few small 
pieces of art (surreal, of course) that 
hang on the cream-colored walls. 

Katz, who developed the fine 
kosher fare at Fischer Brothers & 
Leslie, a take-out and butcher shop 
on the Upper West Side, created the 
cafe’s menu, a mix of American 
bistro style with Middle Eastern cui- 
sine, with his first chef, Nir Feller, 
formerly of Diner in Williamsburg, 
and his present chef, Gabriel Thomp- 
son, formerly of Le Bemardin in 
Manhattan. 

Usually when I read a menu, there 
are a few items that pop out as win- 
ners and the rest I skip with little re- 
gret. Not so with Surreal Cafe’s co- 
hesive, seasonal dishes. Deciding 
between the shrimp bisque or the 
prosciutto with fresh figs and ricotta 
was a dilemma. The “sabich” sand- 
wich, made with layers of fried egg- 
plant, potatoes, preserved lemon and 
tahini (a paste made from ground 


sesame seeds) on homemade pita 
bread sounded fabulous, but so did 
fettuccini with olive-and-dried-chili 
tapenade. 

Much of what I finally selected 
lived up to their descriptions. Warm, 
chewy, dense 
and buttery, the 
house-made pita 
bread is in a class 
of its own. That 
big bowl of rose- 
colored, complex- 
ly layered, pep- 
per-tinged shrimp 
bisque held my 
attention to the 
last spoonful. 

And such en- 
joyable, beautifully executed food 
throws the kitchen’s blunders into 
high relief. 

My friend and I shared the meze 
plate entree, containing two salads 
and two spreads, as an appetizer. The 
baba ghanoush (eggplant spread) was 
chunky, smoky and garlicky, and it 
was delicious when scooped up with 
a triangle of that pita bread. Chick- 
peas were crisp and peppery, but 
wedges of earthy-tasting beets sprin- 
kled with fennel seeds would have 


benefited from a little olive oil or 
lemon to moisten them. More mois- 
ture was also needed for slightly un- 
derdone roasted carrots sprinkled 
with sumac. For this dish to satisfy 
diners, the kitchen has to do better 
than two out of 

And, if you’re 
going to include a 
dish on the menu 
that sounds as en- 
ticing as “meat- 
balls with walnuts 
and cherries sea- 
soned with has al- 
hanout’ [a Moroc- 
co blend of 

and black pepper] with Yukon gold 
mashed potatoes and wild mushrooms” 
make sure what you serve matches the 
narrative. Four small hamburgers, even 
rare, grilled ones with a nutty flavor, 
aren’t meatballs — they don’t have the 
soft texture breadcrumbs add. The 
mashed potatoes were just OK, and the 
mushrooms were dry. Like the meze 
plate, this dish needed a splash of sauce 
to link its elements. 

It’s obvious that Thompson has 
learned a trick or two about cooking 


fish at Le Bernadin. The skin of his 
perfect black sea bass entree, served 
over thick slices of oven-baked toma- 
toes, was crisp and its flesh moist and 

Even a cafe with a humble, just- 
feeding-the-neighborhood vibe, must 
pay attention to plating. The gener- 
ous servings, with no garnishes, are 
in keeping with the cafe’s casual at- 
mosphere, but they aren’t special 
enough for a meal outside the home. 
A little less food on the smallish 
plates with a sprig of basil or swirl of 
sauce would satisfy clients aestheti- 

Both dessert specials were disap- 
pointing. The fruit used to top a fresh 
peach tart was hard and flavorless 
and the pastry cream left only the im- 
pression of flour. Moist pear pound 
cake with pear chutney suggested a 
lovely welcome to fall, but the cake 
had little fruit flavor and the chutney 
screamed for warm, sweet spices like 
ginger or cinnamon. 

Most of the food at the Surreal 
Cafe is so close to being just right 
that when it isn’t, a meal can be dis- 
appointing. Once the kinks are 
worked out, the kitchen will deliver 
as much as the menu promises. 


DINING 


The Surreal Cafe (79 Fifth Ave. 
at Prospect Place in Park Slope) ac- 
cepts American Express, Discover, 
MasterCard and Visa. Entrees: $8- 
$1 8. The restaurant serves breakfast, 
lunch and dinner daily. Brunch is 
served Saturdays and Sundays, from 
9 am to 4 pm. For reservations, call 
(718) 857-5252. 



Monday, October 18, 2004 6:30-8:30PM 

New York Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge 

The Grand Ballroom, 333 Adams Street 


Advance Tickets: $60 General Admission 6:30PM www.ticketw eb.com 
$85 VIP Admission 5:30PM HICKETIYHSI 

At-the-Door: $85 Admission 6:30PM 866.468.76i9 

(limited availability) 


RESTAURANTS, CATERERS AND GOURMET GROCERIES 


12th Street Bar & Grill 
A Table 
Akwaaba Cafe 
Alma 

Archives Restaurant 
Aunt Suzie's 
Banana Leaf 
Bar Tabac 
Bierkraft 
Blue Ribbon 
Blue Ribbon Sushi 
Blue Star 

Bluestone Bar & Grill 
Bodegas 

Brawta Caribbean Cafe 
Brooklyn Ice Cream Factory - 
River Cafe 
Butta' Cup Lounge 
Cafe Scaramouche 
Cake Man Raven 
Canedo's Restaurant 
Centro 


Chipotle 
Clemente's Maryland 
Crabhouse 
Cocotte Restaurant 
Corn Bread Cafe 
Dee Dee Dailey Catering 
Eamonn's 
Five Front 
Footprints Cafe 
Great Performances at 
BAMCafe 
Heights Cafe 
Hibiscus 
Home Cooking 
Hong Kong City II 
Jive Turkey 

JRG Restaurant Bar & 
Fashion Cafe 
Junior's 

Lassen & Hennigs 
Liquors 

LouLou Restaurant 
Lundy Bros. Restaurant 


Magnolia Restaurant 
Mama Duke's Southern Cuisine 
Marco Polo Ristorante 
The Minnow Restaurant 
Mo-Bay 

Peaches & Cream Cafe 
Pearl Room Restaurant 
Picket Fence 
Press 195 
Rice 

Schnack 

Shakoor's Sweet Tooth 
Smithwick's 
SottoVoce Restaurant 
Sugarcane 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie 
Tavern on Dean 
Tuller Premium Foods 
Water Street Restaurant 
& Lounge 

Waterfront Ale House 
Zoila 


BROOKLYN SPECIALTIES 

Dolce Amore Foods • Frats Ices • The Neighborhood Kitchen 
Steve's Mom • Tower Isle Frozen Foods 

WINE, BEER AND MORE! 

Aneri Prosecco Brut • Big Nose Full Body • Brooklyn Brewery • Dallis Coffee • Hena, Inc. 
Michael-Towne Wines & Spirits • Olde Brooklyn Soda • Premier/Pinnacle Wines &Spirits 
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BROOKLYN EATS is produced by the Brooklyn Alliance, which is a non-profit, economic development affiliate of the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce. 
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THE BROOKLYN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PRESENTS 
BROOKLYN'S BEST FOODS & BEVERAGES 


Join us for a unique tasting event featuring the best restaurants, 
caterers, gourmet groceries, food specialties, micro-brews, and 
wines in Brooklyn. And be there to congratulate the Brooklyn 
Eats scholarship winners from 
«Lf New York City College 

of Technology, 

CUNY; Hospitality 
L _ Management 

Department. 
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Designing 

woman 


Set designer talks about a life 
spent as part of the scenery 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

P ark Slope native Adrianne Lobel 
has made a career out of making 
a scene. Or more specifically, of 
designing scenes. 

The 48-year-old set designer works 
with many of the best choreographers, 
directors and composers in theaters 
around the world, in part because she 
has the brilliant audacity to take her 
inspiration for the prologue of a 
French baroque opera-ballet, for ex- 
ample, from a 
terrarium on a 
bar overlooking 
the Gowanus 
Canal. 

The restaurant 
bar in question is 
in Monte’s Venet- 
ian Room on 
Carroll Street and 
the opera-ballet, 
now on stage at 
New York City 
Opera in Manhattan through Oct. 16, is 
Mark Morris’ production of Jean- 
Philippe Rameau’s comic opera “Pla- 
tee,” about a nymph who lives in a 
swamp. 

Morris, the Fort Greene-based direc- 
tor and choreographer, has collaborated 
with Lobel on five productions, includ- 
ing ‘The Liard Nut,” his celebrated 
send-up of “The Nutcracker” and his 
acclaimed evening-length dance “L’ al- 
legro, il penseroso ed il moderato.” 
Although this production of “Platee” 
was originally presented by the Royal 
Opera Festival Theatre in Edinburgh in 
1997, and was last presented at New 
York City Opera in 2000 (in a sold-out 
mn), Morris hasn’t yet tired of Lobel’s 

Tt still looks great; it’s not dated and 
not archaic,” said the “Platee” director 
and choreographer. “It’s a perfectly ex- 
cellent physical production.” 

“Platee” opens with a prologue fea- 


turing an assortment of revelers in a 
pub. They waken one of the patrons, 
sleeping on a table, and encourage him 
to tell them a story. What unfolds over 
the next three acts is the tale of Platee’s 
humiliation at the hands of Jupiter, told 
through the Mark Morris Dance 
Group’s dancers and the singers of the 
New York City Opera. 

Working hand in glove with Lo- 
bel’s set are spectacular costumes de- 
signed by famed fashion designer 
Isaac Mizrahi, a Midwood native. 
That means Platee, the swamp thing 
in this 18th-cen- 
tury opera-dance, 
bears a remark- 
able resemblance 
Sea-Monkeys, 
depicted on 
the packaging of 
the decades-old 
brine-shrimp-as- 
pets novelty prod- 
uct. The personifi- 
cation of Folly, 
meanwhile, is a 
winged, platinum-haired, Marlene Di- 
etrich-like stunner. 

While the libretto’s prologue by 
Adrien- Joseph Le Valois d’ Orville de- 
scribes revelers in a vineyard, this pro- 
duction stations them in a pub with the 
aforementioned terrarium on the bar. 
As the chunks leave the pub, it dark- 
ens, and the terrarium glows with life 
suggested by lighting designer James 
F. Ingalls. It’s the perfect segue to Act 
I, which opens inside the terrarium 
where the homely nymph Platee, 
played by the (male) singer Jean-Paul 
Fouchecourt, holds court. The action is 
set against an enormous branch of 
berries, a cave and a picture of trees in 
a swamp that serve to dwarf the petty 
interactions of the characters. 

Lobel’s inspiration for the back- 
drop? The pictures taped to the back of 
terrariums, of course. 

“You don’t associate dancing with a 
swamp,” explained Lobel. “There are 


THEATER 


New York City Opera's produc- 
tion of "Platee" will continue at the 
New York State Theater (65th Street 
at Broadway in Manhattan) through 
Oct. 16. Performances are Oct. 10 at 
1 :30 pm, Oct. 14 at 7:30 pm and Oct. 
1 6 at 8 pm. Tickets are $27-$1 1 5. For 

ope r ra.comTr a ca^ n (212)87°0-5^ nyC 



Grand vision: Adrianne Lobel's set for the Mark Morris opera-dance, "Platee, 
City Opera, took inspiration from her pet toad's terrarium. 


lily pads and it’s muddy, so how am I 
going to make a swamp they can 
dance in? They need a wide-open 
space. So what’s such a place where 
frogs, toads and creatures can be? A 
terrarium!” 

The dancers in their brilliantly col- 
ored costumes slither in and out of an 
enormous bowl, which also functions 
as a fountain, on the stage. 

Where did Lobel come up with that 
prop? 

“I had a 106-degree fever and I was 
so sick for about a week,” said Lobel, 
who had been on a business trip in 
London at the time. “I thought of my 
old toad’s terrarium. He had an orange 
dish that I put his water in.” 

Coincidentally, “Platee” was first 
staged in Great Britain. “We’re back 
in America now, but those produc- 
tions, ‘L’ allegro,’ ‘Platee’ and ‘Hard 
Nut,’ originated in Europe at a time 
when there was more money for the 
arts; it was not all about how much 
you can cut,” said Lobel, explaining 
that it’s not so easy to get the funding 
for worthwhile projects in the U.S. 
“And [Mark and I] are minimalist 
thinkers to begin with — we don’t go 
out doing gigantic spectaculars.” 

“It’s a whole different system [in 
the United States],” concurred Morris. 
“It’s not just money for productions 
that is missing, there is zero arts edu- 
cation, which is a disgusting tragedy.” 


Morris, recently described by the 
Boston Globe’s Richard Dyer as “the 
most important choreographer since 
George Balanchine,” said that the lack 
of government money for arts and cul- 
ture “absolutely ties my hands — es- 
pecially for work on a big scale.” 

“L’ Allegro” was created in Bel- 
gium, when Morris was director of 
dance at the Theatre Royal de la Mon- 
naie in Brussels. 

“The resources were unlimited,” re- 
called Lobel. “Sadly that production 
never would have happened but there 
and then.” 

Aside from being “terribly expen- 
sive,” Lobel believes working on 
Broadway is “not an imaginative the- 
ater, it’s a mechanical one.” 

In contrast, Lobel points out the 
owl from Morris’ “Platee.” 

“Working with Mark is so heaven- 
ly. We feel the ridiculous is the most 
sublime — the owl just walks off the 
stage,” she said. “Any other director 
would be asking you for flying ma- 
chines. You watch that owl walk off 
the stage and it’s ... what theater 
should be: as simple and funny as pos- 
sible. I really like working with him 
because the solutions are clever and 
imaginative.” 

Lobel now lives in Manhattan with 
her husband, actor Mark Linn-Baker, 
and their 2-year-old daughter Ruby 
Beatrice. And although she says she 


keeps threatening to retire, Lobel is 
working on sets for Tobias Picker’s 
“An American Tragedy” (to be staged 
at the Metropolitan Opera in Decem- 
ber 2005) and John Adams’ “Doctor 
Atomic” to premiere at the San Fran- 
cisco Opera in October 2005. 

With both productions, Lobel is 
working with living composers who 
are creating the works “as we speak.” 

“When you are working with a 
composer on a new piece, they are as 
influenced by you as you are by them. 
So that’s true collaboration,” she said. 

Lobel gets her inspiration from 
many sources; she claims that when 
she begins working on a set, “I can’t 
even draw without music; music 
moves my hand.” As a jumping-off 
point for “An American in Paris,” 
which Lobel is designing for New 
York City Ballet, she is referencing 
works by Picasso and Braque. Mean- 
while, for the swamp vegetation in 
“Platee,” Lobel did her research in a 
pet store. 

“That poor plant is based on a plas- 
tic plant that I believe I got at Petland,” 
said Lobel. “You know, to keep your 
pet company. Nothing is natural on that 
stage. 1116 dish is an actual replica of 
my pet toad’s water dish, blown up 
many times. He never knew his dish 
would be a fountain in a baroque opera. 
You use everything. Maybe out of des- 
peration — or inspiration.” 



Solo Art Show 
300 artists 
25,000 SQ.FT. 

INDOOR GALLERY SPACE 
Solo Performance Series 

10/9 Nepo Soteri, African Fusion 
10/10 Jenny Hill, Saxophone 
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Brooklyn Waterfront Artists Coalition 
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LADIES NIGHTS ARE BACK 

Wed & Thurs: 8-llpm; Sat: 9-llpm 
Any Two Courses $11.95 

Choice of appetizer, entree or dessert 
with complimentary glass of wine 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 

9604 third avenue • bay ridge 

718-439-0475 • free valet parking 
www.sambarestaurant.com 


The Temptation of 


Robert Wilson 
Bernice Johnson Reagon 

Brooklyn-based performers Carl Hancock Rux 
and Helga Davis lead an all-African American 
cast in this music-theater adaptation — created 
by composer Bernice Johnson Reagon and 
visionary director Robert Wilson — of Flaubert’s 
spiritual novel. 

direction, set design, and lighting concept 

BY ROBERT WILSON / MUSIC AND LIBRETTO BY 
BERNICE JOHNSON REAGON / BAM HOWARD GILMAN 
OPERA HOUSE / OCT 19—23 AT 7:30PM / OCT 24 AT 3PM 
$25, 50, 75 


50% off tickets 

Hey Brooklynites! Get 50% off preferred section tickets for 
any weeknight (Tue — Thu) performance of The Temptation of 
St. Anthony. Call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100 or 
visit the BAM Box Office at 30 Lafayette Ave and mention 
code 4503. Must order with a valid Brooklyn address to 
receive discount. 



i— ' 


BAM 2004 Next Wave Festival 

BAM.ORG / 718.636.4100 / BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF MUSIC, 30 LAFAYETTE AVE 


FESTIVAL SPONSOR: 


G 


Altria 


LEADERSHIP SUPPORT: 


, IZI 


Great Expectations: 
John Singer Sargent 
Painting Children 

OCTOBER 8, 2004 - JANUARY 16, 2005 

Made possible in part by Jan and Warren Adelson. 

The Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities has 
granted an indemnity for this project. 

s Media Sponsor pf Great Expectations. 
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Passing/Posing: 

Kehinde Wiley Paintings 






OCTOBER 8, 2004 - FEBRUARY 6, 2005 
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The Peter Norton Family Foundation alstycpntributed generous assistance. 
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Brooklyn Museum 

www.brooklynmuseum.org 
718-638-5000 718-399-8440 TTY 

Wednesday - Friday 10am-5pm; Saturday & Sunday 11am - 6pm 
200 Eastern Parkway (adjacent to the Brooklyn Botanic Garden) 
On-Site Parking • IRT ©©to Eastern Parkway/Brooklyn Museum, 
or take © © to Nevins St and transfer to © © 
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Music first 


Good Coffeehouse celebrates 
30 years of serving musicians 


By Chiara V. Cowan 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

O ne of Park Slope’s best-kept se- 
crets is celebrating its 30th birth- 
day the best way it knows how — 
with music and friends. 

On a recent Thursday afternoon, Good 
Coffeehouse Music Parlor co-curator 
James Reams arrived sweating, out of 
breath, and obviously overbooked for an 
interview in Lower Manhattan. Yet he 
was still smiling. He had just left his job 
as a special needs middle school teacher 
on the Lower East Side and was prepar- 
ing to leave two hours later with his band, 
the Barnstormers, for Kentucky, to play at 
the Vinegrove Bluegrass Festival. 

While Reams’ days and nights are 
spent teaching learning-disabled students 
and playing bluegrass music with his na- 



Good Coffeehouse Music Parlor written history of the vt 


said Reams, 48, of Park Slope. “It’s differ- later worked as curator for m 


nt than the singer-songwriters at folk n 
sic venues today; we have artists who play 
Cuban, African 




American 


and are very into 
culture.” 

The Good Cof- 
feehouse Music 
Parlor is located 
inside the Brook- 
lyn Society for 
Ethical Culture in 
Park Slope, which 


MUSIC 


The Good Coffeehouse Music Par- 

3r is located at 53 Prospect Park West 
it Second Street in Park Slope. All 


>n af the ck 


years until Reams took over in 1999. 
Reams began playing at the coffee- 
house in 1985 and 
in the early 1990s, 
Reams and the 
Barnstormers came 
together. Reams 
says that Kleaysen 
asked for his input 
on rejuvenating the 
coffeehouse after he 
and the band 
packed the house 
on many occasions. 


din at GCMP; only complimentary coffee 
and tea are poured and a photographer 


At that time there was no “parlor” in its 
i. For the 30th anniversary. Reams, 


s recently shushed by an audience Aridas and the other coffeehouse commit- 


The most important thing that the 
GCMP has is music and that is all that 
matters to co-curators Reams and Tina 

“At the coffeehouse, it’s about an ap- 
preciation and joy of the music and a re- 
spect for the performers,” said fellow Park 
Sloper Aridas, 51. “It’s a place where per- 
formers can offer their music to an audi- 


“People don’t understand the concept 
of coffeehouse music anymore,” Aridas 
said. “Performers shouldn’t have to play 
over bar chatter.” 

To kick off the 30th anniversary season 
properly, on Sept. 17-18, the GCMP host- 
ed the seventh annual Park Slope Blue- 
grass and Old-Time Jamboree, a day and 



Special guest: Rhode Island-based musician Paul Geremia sang and 
played the blues as part of the Traveling Troubadour Series at the Good 
Coffeehouse Music Parlor in Park Slope on Oct. 1 . (At left) Good Coffee- 
house co-curator James Reams. 


a half of workshops, jamming and con- 
certs of traditional American music in- 
cluding a performance by Reams and the 
Barnstormers. 

Then, on Oct. 1, seasoned musician 
Paul Geremia shared his acoustic blues 
guitar, rack harmonica and vocal talent as 
part of the Traveling Troubadour Series, a 
new series Reams and Ian Zack created 
for the Good Coffeehouse’s 30th anniver- 
sary. Geremia, a legend from Rhode Is- 
land, has toured full-time for the past 38 

Upcoming shows include Jose Conde 
and his band Ola Fresca, a blend of 
Cuban-roots and American funk and rock 
music on Oct. 15. A salsa lesson will start 
the first set. 

Corey Harris, a native of Denver, Colo., 
will share his Delta-style bottleneck play- 
ing and singing while exploring the 
African and African-American roots of the 
blues on Oct. 22, as the Traveling Trouba- 
dour Series continues. 

One of Reams’ favorite memories of 
GCMP is of a performance by the late 
Tom Doherty, a renowned Irish musician, 
and his daughter Maureen, in the mid- 
’90s. He also fondly recalled a perform- 
ance by flat-picking guitarist David Grier. 

‘T love music,” Reams said. “It’s nice 
to see a world class musician in that 

Aridas, on the other hand, praises 
“emerging” performers like Patrick 
Wichter who pass through the coffee- 
house’s doors. 

“It’s wonderful to see the growth of a 


performer,” Aridas said. “We hope he’ll 
always come back to the GCMP.” 

In 1997, ‘Traditions, New Spirits & 
Holy Ground,” a compilation album to 
highlight some of the local talent that had 
performed at the coffeehouse in previous 
years, was released. 

The GCMP committee labors many 
hours to plan the parlor’s scheduled 
events, which is why Reams and Aridas 
cannot do it alone. A committee of about 
six helps with the evening activities from 
buying bags of ice and welcoming per- 
formers to managing the sound and setting 
up chairs. 

Everyone involved in the GCMP is in it 
for a love of the music. Volunteers some- 
times even reach into their own pockets 
for additional costs. The admission col- 
lected at the door is split only between the 
performer and the Ethical Culture society. 

“Our goal is a good musical experience 
for both the performer and the audience,” 
Aridas said. 

For 30 years, the GCMP has been pro- 
viding just that. A mix of emerging and es- 
tablished local performers, as well as na- 
tionally touring artists, the GCMP helps 
many musicians on their way. For some it 
is a chance to truly be heard. For others it 
is a ticket to stardom and for others it is a 
stop along the way. For all, it is a musical 
experience unlike any other. 

“I’m really lucky,” Reams said. “I’ve 
played at Lincoln Center and the Bottom 
Line, but one of my favorite places to play 
is that room. It really has a magical feel. 
It’s a real listening room.” 



Mami dearest 


A workman quietly measured a doorframe last 
weekend as we sampled dishes from the barely 
opened Le Dakar Restaurant & Cafe in Clinton 
Hill, the second outpost of chef Pierre 
Thiam, whose bistro Yolele in Bed- 
ford-Stuyvesant has earned a steady 
clientele and accolades from food 

Like Yolele, the new cafe, 
named for the capitol of Senegal, 
serves as backdrop for dramatic 
African art. And, because she’s 
worked so well as Yolele’s good 
luck charm, Thiam has installed a 
sculpture of the temperamental god- 
dess, Mami Wata, near the door. As folk- 
lore goes, those who show gratitude for gifts be- 
stowed will be blessed. You’ll feel her spirit after 
your meal. 

But until the gas line is working, Thiam will en- 
tice diners with small plates of complex Sene- 
galese dishes. A few to try are the tender grilled 


shrimp over chunks of ripe papaya served with ro- 
maine leaves tossed in a deliciously tart lemon- 
grass and mint dressing; the slightly greasy (in a 
good way), chubby vegetable spring rolls 
that are really old-fashioned egg rolls 
disguise; and simple slices of 
mango and avocado drizzled with 
the lemongrass dressing (pic- 
tured). 

Thiam’s “Paris Dakar,” a 
tart topped with thin slices of ap- 
ples and mango on a crisp, but- 
tery crust, is a luscious way to end 
the meal. 

Le Dakar Restaurant & Cafe (285 
Grand Ave. between Lafayette Avenue 
and Clifton Place in Clinton Hill) accepts Amer- 
ican Express, Diner's Club, Discover, MasterCard 
and Visa. The restaurant is open daily for dinner. 
Until the full menu is available, small plates are $5- 
$10. For more information visit www.dakar- 
cafe.net or call (7 1 8) 398-8900. — Tina Barry 



BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 



The Backroom 


Oct. 9: Suzanne & Bob Powers, 9:30 pm, F 
pm, Blue State Band, 11:30 pm, FREE; Oct. 10: UNKL, 9:30 
pm, FREE; Oct. 1 1 : Hepkat Poetry, 9 pm, FREE; Oct. 1 2: Will 
Vinson: Jazz, 9:30 pm, FREE; Oct. 14: Christina Drapkin, 8:30 
pm, FREE; Oct. 15: Joe Bendik, 9 pm, FREE, "Night of the 
Living Dead" (the musical), 10 pm, FREE. 

BAM Cafe 

(71ty f 636*iW%!^ >n ^ Gre6ne ' 

Oct. 9: So Percussion, 9 pm, $10 food/drink minimum; Oct. 
15: Soulfarm, 9 pm, $1 0 food/drink minimum. 



Bar Below 


09 Smith St. at Baltic Street in 


Barbes 

376 Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965- 
9177, www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

Soul Party, 9 pm, $8; Wednesdays: "Night of the Ravished 


Birthday with Shuffle Boil, 9 pm, $8; Oct. 1 1 : Matt Munisteri 
& Tim Kilphuis, 9 pm, FREE; Oct. 12: Jenny Scheinman, 7 

Iman, Anthony Coleman, 9 pm, $8 sug- 
are Bird Rumba Ranch, 9 pm, FREE; Oct. 
m, FREE, Jug Addicts, 9 pm, FREE. 

Black Betty 

Williamsburg, (718) 599-0243, www.blackbetty.net. 
Saturdays: DJ Li I' Shalamar, 11 pm, FREE; Sundays: Bra 
zilian Beat with DJ Sean Marquand and DJ Greg Caz, 1C 






Dakar Restaurant 

285 Grand Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Clinton I 
(718) 398-8900, www.dakarcafe.net 
Tuesdays: Spoken Word, 9 pm, FREE. 

Europa Night Club 

98 Meserole Ave. at Manhattan Avei ’ ~ 
(718) 383-5723, www.europaclub.cor 


Bluestone Bar & Grill 

117 Columbia St. at Kane Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront District, (718) 403-7450. 

Wednesdays: "Bluestone's Bossanova, Bluegrass, and 

Boudoir Bar 

273 Smith St. at Sackett Street in Carroll Gardens, (718) 


Korkolis, Todd Womack! Adam Wade, Tom McCaffrey, Jeff 
Kriesler, Rusty Ward, 9:30 pm, $5 with 2 drink minimum; 
Oct. 14: Glam and Glitz Retro Party, 9 pm, $5. 

Cafe 111 

(718) 858-2806, www.cafe111online.co , 


Cartel, 9 pm, Kieran McGee, 10 pm. Rogue Forty, 1 1 pm, SX 
Addict, midnight, $TBA; Oct. 10: Ryan Scott, 8 pm, Deborah 
luartet, 10 pm, Frank LoCrasto Group, midnight, $TBA; 


10 pm; Sundays: Art Nights presenting poetry and 
, . ':30 pm, $10; Fridays: Progressive/Dance party, 10 

pm, FREE before 10:30 pm, $TBA after 10:30 pm; Oct. 14: 

Packer Blues^nd^pm^^ 10pm, ^$20^ 

Five Spot Soul Food 
Restaurant 

459 Myrtle Ave. at Washington Avenue in Clinton Hill, 
(718) 852-0202, www.fivespotsoulfood.com. 

Oct. 14: Hash Brown (funk, soul, hardcore), 9 pm, $5; Oct. 
15: Live Afro-Beats with K Pasta, Cup Grooves, 9 pm, $5. 

Frank’s Lounge 

660 Fulton St. at South Elliott Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 625-9339, www.FranksCocktailLounge.com. 

pm, $5; Sundays: Live jazz, 7 pm, FREE; Mondays: Blue Mon- 
days, 5 pm, FREE; Tuesdays: Tuesday Night Live, 9 pm, FREE 

days with Davey B, 9 
Dance Party, 10 . . . 

y with Lonnie Youngblood & I ne Blood Brotners wit 
special guests, 5 pm, FREE; Oct. 11 : Frank's 50th Anniversai 

Galapagos 


ch Band and Friends, 10 pm, FR 



1227 Riegleman Boardwalk at Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 946-1305. 

Saturdays and Sundays: Live music (rock, blues, heavy metal, 
country), 2 pm, FREE; Oct. 10: Stone Believer, 2 pm, FREE. 

Chocolate Monkey 

329 Flatbush Ave. at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718)813-1073. 

pm, FREE; Tuesdays: "Singles After Work Speed Dating," 


Good Coffeehouse 
Music Parlor 

(At the Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture) 53 
Prospect Park West at Second Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-2972. 


m, $10 adults. 


ca (Cubar 


The Hook 

18 Commerce St. at Columbia Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 797-3007, www.thehookmusic.com. 

Oct. 9: "Gray vs. Blue 2004: A North-South Battle of t 
Bands" features Angry Johnny and the Killbillies (B), 4: 
m, Wanda Jackson 5 (B), 5:20 pm, Stags (B), 6 pm, Lor 


>y (B), 6: 




TALK TO US... 


address with crc 
to call, Web site 
ticket prices. Send listings and color photos of perform- 
ers via e-mail to Calendar@BrooklynPapers.com or via 
fax at (718) 834-9278. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings 


Hope and Anchor 

347 Van Brunt St. at Wolcott Street in Red Hook, (718) 
237-0276. 

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays: Karaoke hosted by 
drag queen Kay Sera, 9 pm, FREE. 


THE PRATT 


ART FA\Sw 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2004 


An all-day street fair showcasing 
Brooklyn's local artists and art 
galleries. The Fair will be held on 
Hall Street, between DeKalb and 
Willoughby Avenues, Brooklyn. 
RAIN or SHINE. 


For more information, 
go to: www.pratt.edu/artfair 
or call (718) 636-3657. 


i 3A0r «Kf Pratt 


MEW CHEF! 
HEW MEHU! 

with all the old world service, style 
and atmosphere you expect from us. 

Enjoy Chef Bruno Milone's 
creative touch on his 
Mediterranean dishes; be sure 
to try his supple homemade 
fettuccine, and luscious pastry, 
gelato and sorbetti all made 
in-house. 

' i and 


TOR 

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 


345 Court Street (at Union Street) 718-852-5015 

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner • Free Valet Parking • badRM 
Visit our website www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com 


ANTE 






lunch 12-4 • dinner 4-10 
Sunday buffet brunch 
live music every sat 
swing dancing, latin dancing 

fj Wine Spectator Award Winner 

The ultimate retro night out! 

263 PROSPECT AVENUE • PARK SLOPE 
(718) 788-0400 • VALET PARKING 


Hosting parties of 
50 to 1000 guests 
for the past 114 years. 




www.GrandProspectHall.com 

www.0akRoomRestaurant.com 










Oct. 9, 2004 CO AWP 1 3 


BROOKLYN 

Nig htlife 


iO Restaurant 

119 Kent Ave. at North Seventh Stree 
in Williamsburg, (718) 388-3320, 


JRG Fashion 
Cafe 


The Jazz 

179 Marcus Garvey Blvd. at 


Kili Bar-Cafe 


Laila Lounge 

1 13 N. Seventh St at Wythe Avene 
Williamsburg, (718) 486-6791, 


i, IfBA; Oct. 9: D.Z. Wibe, 1 
o, midnight, $TBA; Oct. 1C 


Peggy O’Neills 


Pete’s Candy 
Store 

709 Lorimer St. at Richardson Street 
Williamsburg, (718) 302-3770, 
www.petescandystore.com. 
Sundays: Open Mic, 5 pm-8 pm, FF 


Ripple Bar 

769 Washington Ave. at Sterling Place 
in Crown Heights, www.ripplebar.com. 
Mondays: "Moody Mondays," 5 pm, 
FREE; Thursdays: "Cali Thursdays," $1 off 


Sideshows by 
the Seashore 


weekly guests, 7 pm, STBA. SlStcIS’ PISCO 

■ ;U Ar tu Uaioktc 456 Nostrand Ave. at Jefferson Ave 
LIBeri y neignib /n Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 398-17 
Tap Room Oct. 9: Charles Tolliver Quartet, 9 

34 Van Dyke St. at Dwight Street in P m ' 120 in advance ' $25 da V ° ( 


The LuLu 
Lounge 

(Under TacuTacu) 134 N. Sixth S 
ford Avenue in Williamsburg, (7' 


Magnetic Field 


Magnolia 

486 Sixth Ave. at 12th Stn 
Slope, (718) 369-4814. 


Northsix 

66 N. Sixth St. at Wythe A\ 


, Battletorn, King Cobra, G 


Office Ops 

57 Thames St. at Morgan Ave 


Teddy’s Bar 
and Grill 


Tommy’s 

Tavern 


Waterfront Ale 
House 


Williamsburg 
Music Center 



BerkeleyC^roll 

lL-"- - ■ 'tr i c ,■ 

- r- ;■ 
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Please plan to join us for a 

FALL OPEN HOUSE 


Prekindergarten 

October 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, 28 
November 4, 9, 11, 16, 18, 30 
at 9:30 a.m. 

Kindergarten & Grades 1- 4 

October 13, 20, 27 
November 3, 10, 17, 19 
at 9:30 a.m 

701 Carroll Street 
RSVP (718) 965-4166 


Grades 5 through 8 

October 13, 19, 27 at 8:45 a.rr 
November 10, 16 at 8:45 a.m 
December 4 at 10:00 a.m. 

Grades 9 through 12 

October 12, 20, 26 at 8:45 a.rr 
November 6 at 10:00 am 
November 17, 30 at 8:45 a.m 

181 Lincoln Place 
RSVP (718) 789-6060, x 6527 


www.berkeleycarroll.org 


Bay Ridge 
Preparatory School 


8101 Ridge Blvd. / 7420 Fourth Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 • (718) 833-9090 
www.bayridgeprep.com 


A private ^ 
7 K-12 college T 

( preparatory l 
school 


Please join us for an 

Kindergarten - Grade 5 

Open 

Grades 6-8 

House 

Call 718-833-9090 

Grades 9-12 

RSVP 

Come see our brand new building & facility 

Monday, Oct. 7th - 4— 7pm 

718-833-9090 

Thursday, Nov. 4th - 4-7pm 


Located in the heart of Bay Ridge, Bay Ridge Preparatory School is a private K-12 
college preparatory school. We provide a strong academic foundation enabling students 
to reach their full potential by fostering intellectual, creative and social development. 
Bay Ridge Prep encourages its students to achieve their best while providing a 
supportive, nurturing environment which cultivates intellectual and personal growth. 


Trevor 


Trevor Day School 

1 West 88th Street, New York, NY 10024 


Information Evenings 
for Students and Parents, 
Grades 6 through 12 


:ulty, and administration to learn more about the academic, 
erforming arts programs in our Middle School and High School 


7:00-8:30 pm 


RSVP to Carmen Davis: 212-426-3380, Cdavis@tri 


Wednesday, October 13 
Thursday, October 21 


Tips for a fun but 
scary Halloween 


Q: What precautions can 
parents take to ensure a 
pleasant Halloween? 

A: What’s great fun for one 
child is sure to scare another. 
One 4-year-old boy was even 
alarmed by his own dark pi- 
rate make-up, and asked his 
mother to tone it down. 

Before Halloween arrives, 
youngsters need to be coached 
about what to expect — not 
just about safety rules, but 
also about what’s real and 


For little goblins and 
princesses just learning about 
trick-or-treating, look at things 
from a child’s point of view. 
Scary music, strange costumes 
and wild makeup can be un- 
nerving if one isn’t accus- 
tomed to them — especially 


when some parents find their 
kids are disturbed by masks 
and costumes. 

For example, as preschool- 
ers blur fantasy and reality, 
they’re unable to keep in mind 
that a real person is under the 

One 3-year-old boy watched 
his dressed-up preschool 
classmates from afar, ob- 
served silently with his moth- 
er, then entered the group after 
the kids agreed to take off 
their masks and show their 

Another mother whose first 
son was petrified of mascots 
made costumes and masks 
available among the play- 
things for her two younger 
children. They were able to 
explore masks at their own 

Respect the limits your 
children are comfortable with. 
Let them observe and partici- 
pate when they’re ready. 
(Homeowners in costume 
should remember to keep their 
distance when youngsters ar- 
rive at their door.) 

Alternatives for safety’s 

•Since Oct. 31 falls on a 
Sunday this year, Friday or 
Saturday would be a good 
time for a Halloween party 
that replaces trick-or-treating. 

•Halloween is no simple 
matter for children with food 
allergies and their parents. 
Peanuts are one of the most 
common foods that cause reac- 
tions for children under age 6. 
Safe alternatives for treats to 
hand out: pencils, coins or 
small toys. 

Safety tips from the U.S. 


examined them for evidence 
of tampering or potential for 
allergic reactions. 

• When buying a costume, 
mask, beard and wig, look for 
the label “flame resistant.” Al- 
though this label doesn’t mean 


Pareiit-to-Parent 



also be light-colored or deco- 
rated with reflective tape. 

• Make costumes simple 
and short enough to prevent 
children from tripping. Chil- 
dren should wear well-fitting 
shoes, not mother’s high 

• A natural mask of hypoal- 
lergenic cosmetics is prefer- 
able to a loose-fitting mask 
that might restrict breathing or 
obscure vision. If a mask is 
used, make sure it fits secure- 
ly and has eyeholes large 
enough to allow full peripher- 

• Young children should be 
accompanied by an adult or an 


older, responsible child. Chil- 
dren should walk, not run, 
from house to house. 

•Homeowners, if you’re 
expecting trick-or-treaters, re- 
move anything that could be 
an obstacle from lawns, steps 
and porches. Keep candlelit 
jack-o’-lanterns away from 
landings and doorsteps where 
costumes could brush against 
the flame. 

•Clear your yard of lad- 
ders, hoses, dog leashes and 
flowerpots that can trip the 
costumed characters. 

•Keep your pets indoors 


Instead, use sidewalks 
where possible, cross at cor- 
ners, stay with your group and 
only go to homes where the 
residents have outside lights 
on as a sign of welcome. 

Can you help? 

“My granddaughter is 
bright, but at 22 months she 
still puts things in her mouth 

— anything she picks up off 
the floor.” 

— a grandmother in Brooklyn 
If you have tips or a ques- 
tion, call our toll-free hotline 
any time at (800) 827-1092 or 
e-mail us at p2ptips@att.net. 


Announcing Our Admissions Open Houses 

Lower School 

(4 year olds -4th Grade) 

Thursday, October 21st, 6:30 PM 

Middle School 

(5th - 8th Grade) 

Tuesday, October 19th, 6:30 PM 

High School 

(9th - 12th Grade) 

Tuesdays, October 12th & 26th, 6:30 PM 

Please visit our website at mw.lrei.org 
for information on tours. 

272 Sixth Avenue * 40 Charlton Street 
New York, NY 10014 
212.477.5316, ext. 210 
admissions@lrei.org 


sist burning and should extin- 
guish quickly once removed 
from the ignition source. To 
minimize the risk of contact 
with candles or other sources 
of ignition, avoid costumes 
made with flimsy materials 
and outfits with big, baggy 
sleeves or billowing skirts. 

•Buy or make costumes 
that are light and bright 
enough to be clearly visible to 
motorists. 

• For greater visibility, dec- 
orate or trim costumes with 
reflective tape that will glow 
in the beam of a car’s head- 
lights. Bags or sacks should 


n Need a pre-school 
in Downtown Brooklyn? 

Consider Kiddie Komer 

Jewish Preschool 

E tor children aged 6 mos - 5 yrs 

Full Time • Part Time • Extended Day 8-6 

n ll7 Remsen Street (betw. Clinton & Henry Sts) 

Call for a tour today: 718 596-4840 



JtUggS School, 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


3 2-4 year old programs 
3 Licensed teachers 
3 Optimal educational equipment 
3 Exclusive outdoor facilities 
3 Indoor Gym facilities 


3 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
3 Spacious Classrooms 
3 Enriched Curriculum 
3 Caring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 
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Power player 

Diminutive leading man rises to the 
challenge of Peter DuBois 9 6 Richard IIP 


By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

S taging Shakespeare’s highly 
charged political play 
“Richard HI” — with its du- 
plicitous ruler lusting after more 
power at the expense of his trusting 
subjects — is another example of 
the Bard’s continued relevance, ac- 
cording to Prospect Heights resi- 
dent Peter DuBois, who directs the 
play now onstage at the Public The- 
ater in Manhattan. 

“Actually, Shakespeare is more 
relevant today than he was in his 
own time,” said the 34-year-old 
who, after heading a theater in 
Juneau, Alaska for five years, is 
now an associate producer at the 
Public. “We know how power is 
manipulated. Then, they didn’t 
have access to power that we do. 
So it’s fascinating that, 400 years 
later, Shakespeare is right on the 
money.” 

Of course, that doesn’t mean 
DuBois’ “Richard III” is set at 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

“It’s like Arthur Miller said 
when he did ‘The Crucible,’ which 


THEATER 


"Richard III" is at the Public 
Theater, 425 Lafayette St. at East 
Fourth Street in Manhattan, 
through Oct. 24. Showtimes are 
Tuesdays through Saturdays at 8 

2 pm. In addition, there are per- 
formances Oct. 13 at noon, and 
Oct. 20 at 2 pm. 



he wrote about McCarthyism: he 
needed to go back to the Salem 
witch trials to tell that story,” said 
DuBois. “With ‘Richard,’ it’s more 
interesting to create the parable in- 
stead of pointing out the obvious: 
how close it is to present-day 
Washington. You say to yourself 
while watching, ‘History hasn’t 
changed — nothing’s changed.’” 
DuBois has more pressing issues 
in his first-ever Shakespearean stag- 


ing at the Public, especially his de- 
cision to cast the dwarf Peter Din- 
klage — star of Tom McCarthy’s 
2003 award-winning film “The Sta- 
tion Agent” — in the title role. 

“I was talking with a friend, an 
L.A.-based playwright in a wheel- 
chair,” said DuBois. “And we 
talked about how Richard is al- 
ways played by a good-looking 
guy who becomes this person with 
a hump, and how great it would be 
if we could cast a disabled actor. 
And Peter [Dinklage] had said in 
an interview that he’d like to play 
Richard, and George Wolfe [pro- 
ducer of the Public Theater] saw 
that and contacted him. 

“Meanwhile, I wanted to do 
•Richard’ at the Public, and George 
told me about Peter’s interest, so it 
seemed fated that we’d do this 
project together.” 

DuBois was impressed by Din- 
klage’s performance in “The Sta- 
tion Agent” but had to make sure 
he could undertake the rigors of 
playing one of Shakespeare’s most 
difficult villains onstage. 

“There was a workshop process 
before we cast the show, and we 



Jesters take direction: (From left to right) Peter DuBois, director of "Richard III" at the Public Theater, 
with cast members Peter Vack and Connor Paolo. 


worked with [Dinklage] for a full 
week before we cast him,” DuBois 
recalls. “We did the workshop to 
see what it would be like — since 
you always build a production of 
‘Richard’ around the leading actor, 
we went through this exciting 
process of seeing Peter in the role 
and seeing how charismatic he is, 
and how effortless the quality of 
his acting is. He feels real empathy 


for the character.” 

Dinklage’s commanding pres- 
ence as Richard is underscored by 
his physical stature: his strength 
and power come from within, and 
his lack of height is never a handi- 
cap; on the contrary, it becomes 
part of his stranglehold on the other 
characters and, by extension, the 
throne of England. 

“There are moments when you 


can forget about his height because 
he’s such a great actor,” said 
DuBois. “At times he manipulates 
his height: he talks about how he’s 
half of Edward, which in the text, 
means something like lacking 
looks or generosity of spirit, but 
here it’s his size. 

“We also play with lighting and 
shadows, and it’s fun seeing him 
taking down these men who are 
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much larger than he is,” he said. 
“What’s thrilling about Peter is he’s 
the anti-Olivier Richard; [Sir Lau- 
rence] Olivier played up the melo- 
dramatic villainy, while Peter plays 
with the fun of it, how crazy and 
mad power can become. What’s 
great about Peter is his comic tim- 
ing: the play hinges on the audi- 
ence wanting to go on this ride 
with Richard, and Peter gets them 
to do that.” 

An early scene testing both di- 
rector and actor is Richard’s con- 
frontation with lovely Lady Anne 
— whose father and husband he’s 
killed — and slowly, methodically 
transforming her from grieving 
widow to his future wife and queen. 

“When she says, ‘Thou dost in- 
fect mine eyes,’ it could mean sev- 
eral things,” said DuBois. 

“It’s very important that she’s 
grieving for her husband and father 
alone, and so her decision to be 
with Richard is not because she’s in 
love with him, but because every- 
one she loves is dead and Richard 
takes advantage of her vulnerabili- 
ty. And Peter’s so charming as an 
actor and as this character that he 
can play off that.” 

DuBois also imagined a riveting 
“coup de theatre” to begin the play: 
a wordless tableau set to the sweep- 
ing music of Bedrich Smetana’s na- 
tionalist tone poem, “Ma Vlast.” 

“I wanted to create this stew of 
emotions at the beginning that in- 
troduces the characters,” said 
DuBois. 

“You can see the discontent be- 
ginning among the people, and 
Richard only needs to push a little 
bit to throw this entire world into 
disarray.” 


Where to G® 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 


District of Bedford-Stuyvesar 


$9 mi 


s. 1 1 ar 
nt of Boys and Girls 


School, intersection of Stuyvesant 
Avenue and Fulton Street. (718) 
788-8500. 

WORKING WATERFRONT: Brooklyn 

guided boat tour along the East 
River waterfront. Pick up from 
Fulton Ferry Landing at 1 1 :05 am. 
$20, $18 members. Reservations 
needed. (212) 742-1969. 

PERFORMANCE 

NEXT WAVE: Brooklyn Academy of 
Music presents Cheek By Jowl's 
"Othello." Declan Donnellan directs 
Shakespeare's tragedy. $25, $40, $60. 
2 pm and 7:30 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater, 651 Fulton St. Also, Terry 
Riley's "Sun Rings," a concert event 
fusing science with space imagery 
and recorded galactic sounds. Kronos 
Quartet performs. $20, $40. 7:30 pm. 
Howard Gilman Opera House, 30 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 
READY TO RUMBLE: Gotham Girls 
Roller Derby. 17 females face off. 4 
pm. Intersection of Union Street 
and Meeker Avenue, under the 
BQE overpass. After party follows 
at Union Pool, 484 Union Ave. (917) 
749-9278. 

COMEDY: Strivelli Players perform the 

Bernadette's School auditorium, 
8201 13th Ave. Call for ticket info, 
and reservations. (718) 907-3422. 
DANCE: Red Wall Dance Theater per- 
forms new work by Mary Ann Wall. 
$15, $5 kids and seniors. 8 pm. 
Gowanus Arts Building, 295 
Douglass St. (718) 408-3234. 

ARTS AT ST. ANN'S: presents "Good 
Samaritans," a new work written 
and directed by Richard Maxwell. 
$25. 8 pm. St. Ann's Warehouse, 38 
Water St. (718) 254-8779. 

THEATER: The Brooklyn College 
Theater Department presents 
"Proof." $5. 8 pm. 2900 Bedford 
Ave. (718) 951-4500. 

MUSIC: BRIC Studio presents "Sonic 
Calligraphy" with Karin Okada, a 

Taiwanese folksongs. $10, $8 stu- 
dents. 8:30 pm. 57 Rockwell Place. 
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BARNES AND NOBLE: Kids of all 

Court St. (718) 246-4996. Fre 
BROOKLYN CHILDREN'S MUSEUM: 
ts Go Kids! Health Weekend, 
am to 6 pm. 145 Brooklyn 
™e. (718) 735-4400. 
PUPPETWORKS: presents "Hansel 
and Gretel" by The Brothers 
Grimm. Recommended for ages 4 
and up. $8, $7 children. 12:30 pm 
and 2:30 pm. Reservations required. 
338 Sixth Ave. (718) 965-3391. 
AUDITION: Dancewave invites kids to 

troupe. 3 pm. Berkeley Carroll 
School, 181 Lincoln Place. (718) 
522-4696. 

OTHER 

SOLO SHOW: Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition presents The Solo 
Art Show and Solo Performance 
Series. Noon to 5 pm. 499 Van 
Brunt St. (718) 596-2506. Free. 
RUMMAGE SALE: Bargains on house- 
wares, linens, clothing, jewelry, 


= latbush Reforr 


e. 10 an 
led Churc 


399 Van Brunt St. (718) 369-1515. 
OPEN HOUSE: Open House New 
x/ -“k invites the community to 


upcoming election. 10:30 am. 
Brooklyn College, New Ingersoll 
Hall, room 432. (718) 891-2490. 
SUNDAY PLATFORM: Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture offers th 
talk "Defining " 

From Our Fan 
Prospect Park 
STUDIO STRUT: Bedford-Stuyvesant 

by its members. Noon to 5 pm. 
Work is displayed throughout 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. Pick up tour 
maps at Skylight Gallery, 1368 


Fulton St. (718) 919-8014. 

MEETING: AARP Ovington Chapter 
meets. 1 pm. Bay Ridge Center for 
Older Adults, 6935 Fourth Ave. 

BAMCINEMATEK: presents The 
Mexico Now film series with "The 
Ruination of Men" (2000). $10. 2 
pm, 4:30 pm, 6:50 pm and 9:15 
pm. 30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 636- 
4100. 

BROOKLYN NOIR: Reading by 
authors Tim McLoughlin, Arthur 
Nersesian, Luciano Guerriero and 
Thomas Morrissey. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library, Brooklyn Heights 
branch, 280 Cadman Plaza West. 
(718) 596-6972. Free. 

BROOKLYN WRITERS SERIES: Show- 
case of some of Brooklyn's most 


Central branch, Grand Army Plaza. 
(718) 230-2100. Free. 

REUNION: New Utrecht High School, 

1 954^ meeGorlts 50th anniversary. 
6 pm. School gym, 80th Street and 

sary. (631) 424-8680. 

SINGLE PARENT NIGHT: Brooklyn 
Children's Museum hosts its third 

activity and explore the museum. 

$7 per person. 6 pm to 8 pm. 145 
Brooklyn Ave. (718) 735-4400. 
RECEPTION: Spoke the Hub presents 

Sonia Sola. 6 pm to 8 pm. 748 
Union St. (718) 408-3234. Free. 
LECTURE: The Bookmark Shoppe 
hosts "The Writers' Roadshow." 
Learn how to break into profession- 
al writing. 6 pm. 6906 11th Ave. 
(718) 680-3680. Free. 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

EVERGREENS CEMETERY: Danny 
D'Addario, foreman and official his- 

of the quick and theclead. 1 1 am. 
Meet at front gate of The Ever- 
greens, Conway Street and Bush- 
wick Avenue. (718) 455-5300. Free. 
BROOKLYN BRIDGE: Brooklyn Center 
for the Urban Environment leads a 
tour across the bridge. Dress for the 
weather. $1 1 , $9 members. 1 1 am 
to 2 pm. Meet at Fulton Ferry 
Landing at the foot of Old Fulton 
Street. (718) 788-8500. 

STUDIO GLASS: Scanlan Glass hosts 
with hot glass-blow- 

opportunity to make your own 

?03 e i4thlt. (718)36913645. Pm ’ 
EVERGREENS CEMETERY: Tour guide 
Danny D'Addario explains tombs of 
cemetery's "permanent residents." 

1 1 am. Corner of Bushwick Avenue 
and Conway Street. (718) 455-5300. 
Free. 

WILD TOUR: Naturalist "Wildman" 
Steve Brill hunts for wild carrots and 

$5 children 6 * l^am.'WeTat 
Prospect Park's Grand Army Plaza 
entrance. (914) 835-2153. 

GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY: Tour 

MescalMea' 

Victorian ne 
the architectural structures and the 
personalities who lie beneath. $6. 1 
pm to 3 pm. Meet inside main 
entrance at Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street. (718)469-5277. 

SOLO SHOW: Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition presents The Solo 
Art Show and Solo Performance 
Series. Musicians Tina Jenny Hill 
and Todd Isler perform. Noon to 5 
pm. 499 Van Brunt St. (718) 596- 
2506. Free. 




of Brooklyn's 


GOSPEL MUSIC: Mauricio Lorence 
hosts an event featuring gospel 
music. Tour of Downtown Brooklyn 
follows performance. $25. 10 am to 1 
pm. Meet at Marriott Hotel, Adams 
and Tillary streets. (718) 789-0430. 
GOOD SHEPHERD MUSIC: Good 
Shepherd's ninth annual chamber 

plays. 6 pm. Avenue S between 


NEXT WAVE: Br 


?nts "Othello." 3 pm. 


PUPPETWORKS: presents "Hansel and 
Gretel." 12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. 

See Sat., Oct. 9. 


8:30 am to 3 pm. Rain or shine. JJ 
Byrne Park, Fourth Street. (914) 
923-4837. 

BAMCINEMATEK: presents The 
Mexico Now series with "The Pas- 
sion of Maria Elena" (2003). $10. 2 
pm and 6:50 pm. 30 Lafayette Ave 
(718) 636-4100. 


Children." $6, students and seniors 
$3, free for members and children 
12 and under. 3 pm. 200 Eastern 
Parkway. (718) 638-5000. 
RUMMAGE SALE: Noon to 2 pm. See 
Sat., Oct. 9. 


BAMCINEMATEK: 


TEK: pres 
luri Bilge ( 


ilge Ceylan film 
_ : "The Small Town" 
(1997). $10. 4:30 pm, 6:50 pm and 
9:15 pm. 30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 
636-4100. 

FILM: Barbes Traveling Cinema Film 
Series presents silent film "Land 
Where the Blues Began" (1979). 8 
pm. 376 Ninth St. (718) 965-9177. 

BARNES AND NOBLE: Corey Robin 

History of a Political Idea." 7 pm. 
106 Court St. (718) 246-4996. Free. 

LECTURE: David Berg Lecture Series 
presents "Letters of Light," Num- 
erology and Kabballah on the Aleph 
Beit. 8 pm to 9 pm. Singles mingle 
at 7:30 pm. Congregation B'nai 
Avraham, 117 Remsen St. (718) 
596-4840. Free. 


MEMOIRS FOR MOMS: Families First 
hosts a four-week writing workshop. 
9:30 am to 1 1 am. Call for fee. 250 
Baltic St. (718) 237-1862. 

FORUM: Bay Ridge Council on Aging 
hosts a candidates forum. 9:30 am. 
Fort Hamilton Senior Center, 9941 
Fort Hamilton Parkway. (718) 921- 
5949. 

READING: Dorothy Allison reads from 
her collections of poetry, fiction and 
non-fiction. Noon. Long Island 
College, Library Learning Center, 
room 124, DeKalb Avenue and 
Fulton Street. Call for time. (718) 
488-1109. Free. 

DANCE: Film series on dance at Long 
Island University. Noon. Flatbush 
Avenue and DeKalb Avenue. (718) 
488-3355. Free. 

BAKE SALE: Lutheran Elementary 


there 


to $1 . T 



6:50 pm and 9:15 pm. 
30 Lafayette Ave. (718 
636-4100. 

BARNES AND NOBLE: 

presents a knitting 

Wenger, author of 


RECEPTION: MF Adams 

Sfhibrf p AmJrican S 
Vernacular." 6 pm to 8 
pm. 1 1 1 Front St., 
suite 206. (718) 852- 
4818. Free. 

VIGIL: Park Slope Safe 




6:30 pr 


As part of the Children Long Ago program at 
the Brooklyn Museum, "Fannie in the Kitchen" 
will be read to kids on Oct. 16 at 4 pm. 


MEETING: AARP of Bay Ridge meets. 
2:30 pm. Shore Hill Housing, 9000 
Shore Road. (718) 748-9114. 
SUPPORT NETWORK: Families First 
invites parents of teens to mingle 
with other parents. Group provides 
a forum to discuss issues and diffi- 
culties of raising a teen. $60 for four 
weeks. 6 pm to 7:30 pm. 250 Baltic 
St. (718) 237-1862. 

RECEPTION: Brooklyn Public Library, 

the exhibit "Community Portraits." 

6 pm. (718) 230-2100. Free. 

AGING RELATIVE SERIES: Heights 
and Hill Community Council offers a 
series for families. Today's topic: 
"Medical Issues: What's Normal?" 
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. 1 60 Montague 
St. (718) 596-8789. Free. 

MEETING: Carroll Gardens Neighbor- 


106 First Place. (718) 858-4699. 
DOCUMENTARY: Tillie's of Brooklyn 
presents filmmaker David Redmon's 
film "Mardi Gras: Made in China." 
Film follows the life-cycle of Mardi 
Gras beads from China to New 
Orleans. 8 pm. 248 DeKalb Ave. 
(718) 783-6140. Free. 


Next Cinema Slam, a marathon 
annual event. Filmmakers are invitee 

screen. $10. 7 pm to 11 pm. 30 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 
HEALTH TALK: Learn about Hepatitis 
C during a talk given by local 
expert. Dr. Scott Tenner, Associate 
Professor of Medicine at SUNY 
Downstate. 7 pm to 9 pm. 

" r 1 1 “ Marriott at the 


NEXT WAVE: Brooklyn Academy of 
Music presents "The Dybbuk," a lit- 
erary treatment of Jewish folklore's 
'dybbuk' and a commentary on 
Polish-Jewish cultural issues. $20, $30, 


WINE SERIES: A Cook's Companior 
eries. Today, sample wines of 


Portuglf $50. S 7 pm. 1 
Ave. (718) 852-6901. 

LECTURE: Brooklyn Parents for Peai 

prrcSt. Frandsc'ollegeri^o'Rerr 
St. (718) 624-5921. Free. 

ARTS AT ST. ANN'S: New “ 



BROOKLYN WALK: Big Onic 

takes a walk across the Brooklyn 
Bridge and through the city's first 


^n Heights. $1 


Chambers Street, 

(212) 439-1090. 

HISPANIC HERITAGE: Brooklyr 
Library, Cent— 1 1 u 


Jwa^ and 






id Man 


of Ovingto 
pm to 6 pm. (718) 748-3624. 

BROOKLYN CHILDREN'S MUSEUM: 
presents "Mythic Journeys," a story 
hour of tales that explain the mys- 
tery of the world. $4. 4 pm. 145 
Brooklyn Ave. (718) 735-4400. 

RECEPTION: Exhibit "Pieces of Park 
Slope," features griffins, balustrades 
ana stoops painted by Gregory 

Cafe! 249 r Fifth AtoY? 18)' 768-6868. 

BENEFIT DINNER: Her Majesty 
Queen Noor is honorary chair and 
keynote speaker at a fundraiser 
hosted by Brooklyn-based The 
Arab-American Family Support 
Center. $75 and up. Ritz Carlton, 
Battery Park, lower Manhattan. 

Call. (718) 643-8000. 

BAMCINEMATEK: presents Next 


i. Grand A 
2100. Free. 

READING: Rabbi Harold Finkelstein 

Novel r foea S Bookstore,' 841*5 Tpird 
Ave. (718) 238-3765. Free. 
BAMCINEMATEK: presents The Mexico 
Now film series with "Cronos" (1993). 
$10. 7:30 pm. Q & A with producer 
Bertha Navarro follows screening. 

30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 
SHAKESPEARE: Working Mutt 

production o? "Hamlet." $10^7:30 
pm. Opera House, 27 Arion Place, 
Williamsburg. (212) 868-4444. 
SYMPOSIUM: RC Church of St. Finbar 
hosts a series "A Portrait of 
America." Today: "Wealth and 
Celebrity in America." Learn how 
influential wealthy people *“ : ~ 
America. 7:30 pm D * 

(718) 236-3312. 

SOCIAL DANCE: Madison Jewish 
Center hosts an evening of dancing. 
$4 admission includes refreshments. 
7 pm to 10 pm. 2989 Nostrand Ave. 
(718) 891-4209. 

“ 7:30 pm. 


n. 138 Bay 20th St. 


or Krzysztof 
n. BAM, Rose 


Paramount" recalls 
Brooklyn's golden age of jazz with a 
daylong conference and evening 

$25. Arnold and Marie Schwartz 
Center at LIU, DeKalb and Flatbush 
Avenue Extension. (718) 780-4578. 
GOOD COFFEEHOUSE: Third Friday 
with the Park Slope Food Co-op. 
Jose Conde plays Cuban music. $10, 
$6 kids. 8 pm. 53 Prospect Park 
West. (718) 768-2972. 

BRIC STUDIO: presents "Shaken, Not 
Stirred," four short plays. $10, $8 
students. 8:30 pm. 57 Rockwell 
Place. (718) 855-7882. 

NEXT WAVE: "The Dybbuk." 7:30 pm. 
See Sat., Oct. 16. 

ARTS AT ST. ANN'S: "Good Samar- 
itans." 8 pm. See Sat., Oct. 16. 
YARN NEEDED: Knit-Net, a ^roup that 

ticms in ^a!| e !7!8)^68^4^4 n ^° na 
OPEN STUDIO: DUMBO Arts Festival. 
See Sat., Oct. 16. 


UUTDUURS AND TUURS 

HARVEST FAIR: The 6/15 Green 
event. Highlights include pumpkin 

C!;g ti Srp d o^rk 9 shTp P a rt b0 ex b hib- 

it, music and more. 10 am to 4 pm. 
Sixth Avenue and 15th Street. (718) 
707-1777. Free. 

WORKING WATERFRONT: Brc 

boat tour along thie East Riv 
front. $20, $1 8 members. 1 1 :05 am. 
Fulton Ferry Landing. Reservations 
suggested. (212) 742-1969. 
WILLIAMSBURG ART WALK: Brooklyn 
Public Library hosts a walk-through 
of one of the borough's most 

$1Z11 arn. Meet^tTornerof ^ North 
Seventh Street and Bedford 
Avenue. (718) 230-2100. 

INSIDE FORT GREENE: Firsthand NY 
Walks takes a tour around Ft. 
Greene. $10. 11 am. Meet across 
from LIRR stop at corner of Hanson 
Place and Ashland Street. Call for 
reservations. (718) 907-6185. 


: Brooklyn 
i guided 


pm. West 29th Street and Neptune 
Avenue. (917) 873-9261. 

SOLO SHOW: Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition presents The Solo 
Art Show and Solo Performance 
Series. 20 artists discuss their lives 
and work. Noon to 5 pm. 499 Van 
Brunt St. (718) 596-2506. Free. 
BED-STUY TOUR: 26th annual 
Bedford-Stuyvesant self-guided 

pm. (718) 573-5497. ‘ 

FLEA MARKET: Old stuff and new stt 


in Red 


k. 10 ar 


Parkway. (212) 868-3760. 

NEXT WAVE: Brooklyn Academy of 
Music presents "The Dybbuk," a lit- 
erary treatment of Jewish folklore's 
'dybbuk' and a commentary on 

$30, $45. 7:30 pm. Harvey Theater, 
651 Fulton St. (718) 636-4100. 

SHAKESPEARE: Working Mutt 

Productions presents a site-specific 
production of "Hamlet." $10. 7:30 
pm. Opera House, 27 Arion Place, 
Williamsburg. (212) 868-4444. 

COMEDY: Strivelli Players perform the 
musical "Nunsense." 8 pm. St. 
Bernadette's School auditorium, 
8201 13th Ave. Call for ticket reser- 
vations. (718) 907-3422. 

ARTS AT ST. ANN'S: New York City 
Players presents "Good 
Samaritans." $25. 8 pm. St. Ann's 
Warehouse, 38 Water St. (718) 254- 
8779. 

GALLERY PLAYERS: presents the rock 


Gather in front of PS 
321, 180 Seventh Ave. 
(718) 788-6947. 
SINGLES DINNER: Our 
Lady of Angels Church 

rest^ 

(7 18^ 74X8659. ^ 

JAZZ: "Remembering 


Fever" (2001). $10. 2 pr 


n Brunt St. (718) 369-1515. 

ART FAIR: Pratt Institute hosts an all- 
day street fair showcasing works by 

to 6 pm. Hall Street, between 
DeKalb and Willoughby avenues. 
(718) 636-3600. Free. 

PERFORMANCE 

THEATER: Theatre Ouf presents "Bon 
Appetit!" a show about the French, 

to food. 2 pm. DUMBO Arts 
Festival, Main Street between Front 
and Water streets. (212) 502-8576. 
Free. 

DOO WOP NIGHT: Johnny Maestro 
and others perform. $35. 7:30 pm. 
Lincoln High School, 2800 Ocean 


14th St. (718) 595-0547. 

SHOWCASE: Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
presents a grant showcase featuring 
works by six dance and perform- 
ance artists. $10, $8 low-income. 8 
pm. 421 Fifth Ave. (718) 832-0018. 


BROOKLYN MUSEUM: "Stories anc 
featwes aTeadTng ofthe 0™ 


sn with new "Gre. 


t Ex- 



Jon fee. 7:30 am. Start at 

Street Seaport, lower Manhattan. 

BREAST CANCER WALK: Making 


Bandshell o 


pectations: John Singer Sargent 

P^s ^e^/BSies ' "“Tam’ 

dents, free for members and chil- 
dren under 12. 200 Eastern 
Parkway. (718) 638-5000. 
HALLOWEEN CARNIVAL: Dyker 
Parks Alliance hosts its event. 1 1 
am to 3 pm. Bay Eighth Street on 
Cropsey Avenue. (718) 630-9416. 

BARNES AND NOBLE: Dora the 
Explorer stories. 11 am. 106 Court 
St. (718) 246-4996. Free. 
PUPPETWORKS: presents "Hansel 
and Gretel" by The Brothers 
Grimm. Recommended for ages 4 
and up. $8, $7 children. 12:30 pm 
and 2:30 pm. Reservations 
required. 338 Sixth Ave. (718) 965- 
3391. 

BROOKLYN CHILDREN'S MUSEUM: 

lingual performer Louie Miranda 
and his guitar. $4. 1 pm and 2 pm. 
145 Brooklyn Ave. (718) 735-4400. 

OTHER 

RUMMAGE SALE: Bargains on house- 
boots', toysand 0 more.' t oTmto 4 

Flatbush atid Church avenues? (718) 
284-5140. 

PEACE FAIR: Brooklyn Parents for 
Peace hosts its annual event. Fair 
features music, storytelling, per- 

yoga and workshops, all centered 
around themes of peace and jus- 
tice. 1 1 am to 5 pm. YWCA, 30 
Third Ave. (718) 624-5921. Free. 
OPEN STUDIO: DUMBO Arts Festival 
hosts its annual event. Noon to 6 

^ter a streets. t Free Ween Fr ° nt ^ 
HISPANIC HERITAGE: Brooklyn Public 
Library, Central branch, presents 
Martin Espada reading from his 
poetry. 2 pm. Grand Army Plaza. 


on Ninth Street and 

Prospect Park West. (718) 237-7851 . 
FT. GREENE WALK: Brooklyn Center 
for the Urban Environment offers a 
tour "Two Brooklyn Gems: Explor- 
ing Fort Greene and Clinton Hill." 

$1 1 non-members, $9 members, $8 
seniors and students. 11 am to 1 pm. 
Meet at Williamsburgh Savings Bank, 
1 Hanson Place. (718) 788-8500. 
WILD TOUR: Naturalist "Wildman" 
Steve Brill hunts for wild carrots and 
more in Marine Park. $10, $5 chil- 
dren. 1 1 :45 am. Meet at Avenue U 
and Burnett Street. (914) 835-2153. 
TOUR: Brooklyn Historical Society 

Work: Tour of Brooklyn Works." 

iors and students. 2 pm. 128 
Pierrepont St. (71 8) 222-41 1 1 . 
WATER SHOW: Brooklyn Waterfront 

Art Show and Solo Performance 
Series. Audrey Frank Anastasi leads 
a slide presentation and discussion 
of the question "What Defines a 
Portrait in Contemporary Art?" 

(7°8) n 596-2506. Free!" ^ 
HARVEST FESTIVAL: An art show, craft 


:al Garde 

Shore Road betw. 69th and 72i 

daTe OcL23; narrOWSb9 ° r9 ' R ' 

GREEN-WOOD CEMETERY: Tour 

Mescall lead a tour of Brooklyn's 

Victorian necropolis. 1 1 J 

the architectural 1 



2 pm. Shore Hill Community Room, 
9000 Shore Road. (718) 680-0150. 
ABSOLUTE BEGINNER: Noodle Yoga 
hosts a workshop for beginners. 

/e Saturday after- 


Spell" (1998). 4:30 pm and 9:15 
pm. 30 Lafayette Ave. (718) 636- 
4100. 

YOGA: Beginner workshop. $80 for 
four lessons. 4 pm to 5:30 pm. 31 
Washington St., No. 4. (718) 624- 
5525. 

RECEPTION: Williamsburg Art and 
Historical Center hosts an opening 
reception with the artists of 
"Psychological Archaeology." 4 pm 
to 7 pm. 135 Broadway. (718) 486- 
7372. Free. 


GOSPEL MUSIC: Mauricio Lorence 

music. Tour of Downtown Brooklyn 
follows^performance. $25. 10 am to 

Aciams and Tillaro streets. 0 ^) 
789-0430. 

CONCERT: Douglas Jabara and 
Metropolitan Opera National 
Council finalist Diana McVey per- 
form. $25 includes refreshments. 3 
pm. 6753 Fourth Ave. (718) 833- 
5228. 

MUSIC: Lafayette Inspirational 

Church of Bay Ridge, 8101 Ridge 
Blvd. (718) 745-0438. 


GALLERY PLAYERS: "Hair." 3 pm. See 
Sat., Oct. 1 6. 

COMEDY: "Nunsense." 5 pm. See 
Sat., Oct. 1 6. 

CHILDREN 

BROOKLYN CHILDREN'S MUSEUM: 

presents "Me Gusta el Chocolate," 
a chocolate-tasting event. $4. 2 pm 
to 4 pm. 145 Brooklyn Ave. (718) 
735-4400. 

PUPPETWORKS: presents "Hansel 
and Gretel." 12:30 pm and 2:30 
pm. See Sat., Oct. 16. 

OTHER 

FARMERS' MARKET: Park Slope 
Farmers Market offers New York 
State-grown vegetables and fruits. 
Also, pasture-raised poultry and 


> Now film se 
Devil's Backbone" (2001). $10. 2 pm, 
4:30 pm, 6:50 pm and 9:15 pm. 30 
Lafayette Ave. (718) 636-4100. 

READING: Spiral Thought Magazine 
hosts a reading. 6 pm to 8 pm. Fall 
Cafe, 307 Smith St. (718) 832-2310. 
Free. 

TRAVELING CINEMA: Barbes pres- 
ents "Land Where the Blues 
Began" (1979). Donation of $5. 376 
Ninth St. (718) 965-9177. 

INDIE ROAD SHOW: Touring circuit 
called The Perpetual Motion Road- 
show stops at The Lucky Cat. 
Readings by several authors. 8 pm. 
245 Grand St. (718) 782-0437. Free. 

RUMMAGE SALE: Noon to 2 pm. See 
Sat., Oct. 1 6. 


LIST YOUR EVENT... 


To list your event in Where to GO, please give us two weeks notice or more. Sen< 
your listing by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Papers, 55 Washington St., Suit* 
624, Brooklyn, NY 11201; or by fax: (718) 834-9278. Listings are free and printer 
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Jamprov blues 

An evening in the life of a rag-tag , 
down-on-his-luck performer 


By Drew Pisarra 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Y ou’re not wearing black.” 
“Was I supposed to 
wear black?” 

“Didn’t you get my e-mails?’ 
“No.” 

So started my sojourn as an 
actor with Jamprov, an evening 
of improvisational comedy. 
What followed was a mad 
scramble — initially for a black 
T-shirt, later for a shred of dig- 
nity — in which impresario 
Don Slovin and a ragtag band 
of down-on-their-luck perform- 
ers (myself included) attempted 
to assemble a cohesive comedy 
show at the Brooklyn Lyceum 
in Gowanus after a mere two 
hours of rehearsing at the Devi 
Dance Studio on Union Street. 


And while initially I wondered 
whether we could possibly gen- 
erate enough material in such a 
short time, I eventually came to 
worry whether the night would 

Exploration 1 

“Walk around the space. Get 
acquainted with it.” 

The Brooklyn Lyceum, a 
former bathhouse circa 1910, 
possesses an attractive, cav- 
ernous performance space, yet 
here I was striding just four 
paces across, six paces deep be- 
fore I hit the walls. We’d been 
sentenced to the snack bar’s ad- 
junct seating area! Navigating 
around the mismatched furni- 
ture, I slowed down long 
enough to stare through the 
dark glass panels that over- 


looked the legitimate stage. 

Then Don yelled to move 
around with more eneigy. 

“On a scale of 1 to 10, you 
should be a 7,” he shouted. De- 
spite his enthusiasm, I felt like a 
negative three. 

Exploration 2 

“You should be willing to be 
pushed around a little bit.” 

At least Don is forthright 
about his approach. He’11 tell 
you what to do and why you’re 
doing it wrong. There’s no time 
for questions, only corrections. 
When I mimed a cymbal crash, 
I was told I was holding the in- 
strument improperly; later, when 
I admitted I’d made a mistake in 
a three-line dialogue, Don’s 
original negative assessment 
was retracted. 



Forsaking the “yes, and...” 
method that’s the cornerstone of 
modem improv, Don rejoined 
my scene opener of “You can’t 
go to the movies if you don’t 
clean your room” with the 
brusque reply, “I don’t want to 


Exploration 3 

“Imagine you’re an animal. 
Use a body part to point at ob- 
jects in the room. Name them in 


the voice of this animal.” 

I chose a snake, sticking out 
my tongue at the surrounding 
shambles and the exit signs. 
(How the latter mocked me!) 

After we’d gotten into char- 
acter, we each took the stage. 
Sticking close to our own reali- 
ties was encouraged so the 16- 
year-old high school student’s 
new persona was a 
17-year-old who at- 
tended a different 
school. Also receiv- 
ing a thumbs up 
was a slow-witted 
20-something who 
played a slow-witted 
30-something. (Now 
there’s a stretch.) My 
own lisping socialite 
of a certain age was 
frowned upon. 

But that’s who I really am! 

Explorations 4-10 

“What am I doing here?” 

The muddled lesson plan 
continued. Improvisational 
structures were sketchily pre- 
sented, then hastily executed. 
Most of those present (primarily 
regulars) were simply getting re- 
fresher courses. But newcomers 
like myself who wondered how 
any exercise actually worked 
were blithely told, ‘You’ll see.” 


Well I did and it didn’t. 

So where was the logic be- 
hind this reckless open-door 
policy and the stream-rolling 
tutorial? Nervous energy con- 
tributed to giddy laughter but 
the happiest members of the 
cast were clearly the two late- 
comers who showed up right 
before show time. They knew 


Performance 

The regulars appeared at 
ease with the fly-by-the-seat- 
of-your-pants haphazardness, 
the impetuous changes to the 
lineup done offstage, even the 
lack of laughs that greet most 
scenes. 

Some of the audience was 
smiling, a few giggles oc- 
curred. But how much of that 



the best approach was to avoid 
the chaos that preceded. 
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was due to the fact that six of 
the eight present were directly 
related to the 16-year-old mak- 
ing his NYC stage debut? 

My single attention-grab- 
bing moment — when I blurt- 
ed the F-word in response to a 
lame one-liner — elicited a 
raised eyebrow from the moth- 
er cradling the baby. (Are you 
allowed to curse in front of an 
infant?) 

Otherwise, I was thankfully 
invisible. 

Aftershock 

Who are these actors? 

“Do you do this often?” I 
asked one of the two latecomers. 

“Um, yeah,” he responded 
sheepishly. As we gathered in 
the hall afterwards for a group 
hug that signaled my release, 
Don gathered money from each 
of the participants. Five bucks a 
head in this instance. Opportu- 
nity comes cheap. 

The next day, I received the 
following email: “Thanks for 
your talented contribution. 
Layta, D.” 

But what had I given and 
what I had received? It takes a 
steely kind of actor to survive 
the grueling hazing of Jamprov. 

As for the audience, they’re 
all in the family. 


Health, Mind & Body 


DERMATOLOGY 


PHYSICAL THERAPY 




_ — ~~ 

OB/GYN 

1 


AMBULATORY SURGERY CENTER 

OF BROOKLYN 

WE SERVE WITH CARE AND COMPASSION 

• NYS Licensed 

• Joint Commission 
Accreditation 

• Confidential Abortion 

- Surgical - Medical (RU486) 

• Immediate Appointment 
(including Saturdays) 

• Parental Consent 
Not Required 

• Emergency Contraception 

• Safe Lot 

N Cost 

• Free Pregnancy Testing 

313 - 

Conveniently Located at 

43rd Street and 3rd Avenue 

Call for , 

an immediate appointment 71 8-369-1 900 


WB RM THE VEKIZt 

m YELLOW PAOES 


CAREER COACHING 


JOB SEARCHING? 

Professional Coaching for Successful Career Transitions 


m 


• Job Search Strategies 

Debra Laks . Resumes & Cover Letters 
M.S.S.A.. . Interview Preparation 

• Career Planning 

Career Transition Resources (ctr) 

26 Court Street - Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 624-3192 - Hours by appointment only 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 


Tooth Bleaching (v 
Cosmetic Dentistry 


itening) 

3ridges (Capping) 


Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 


Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 

| Ijjf | | 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
{leaching • Dentures • Laminates 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

917/893-8581 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicar | * 


FREE 



Friendly atmosphere 
and very gentle care. 

EXCELLENCE IN: 

Children’s Dentistry 
Tooth Whitening 

Emergencies 

MODERN NEW FACILITY. 

Dr. Quang Nguyen 

283 67* Street 

bet. Ridge Blvd. & 3rd Ave.) 

• (718) 836-9940 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) 

(718)622-8020 


DERMATOLOGY 


Cosmetic Skin Problems 

Laser Hair Removal Acne • Herpes 

Chemical Peels Warts • Genital Warts 

Botox • Collagen Moles • STD's/VD 

Spider Veins Skin Cancer 

Liposuction Blemishes 


SKIN • HAIR • NAILS 


Day & Evening Hours 

Most Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 


27 8th Avenue 

(corner Lincoln Place) 
Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


KIMBERLY NIELSEN, P.T MARGUERITE NIELSEN, R.N. 


Windsor Physical Therapy 

Family owned and operated 
Personalized care • Most insurance accepted 


1502 EIGHTH AVENUE (71g) 7 68-0002 

1 block from F train (15th St. stop) . , „ , 

B67, 68, 69, & 75 busses ptwmdsor@yahoo.c 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Fred A. Daniele, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist 

Psychotherapy & Evaluation 

Children & Family 

(917) 907-2772 


30-Session Research 
Supported Psychotherapy 


CaU (212) 420-3819 


FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

specializing in the reduction of stress, 
relationship crisis & school problems for 

DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W. 

Doctor of Social Work 
718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb. 


^ ANGER MANAGEMENT 


Ray Reichenberg 

Psychotherapist 

Park Slope/Greenwich Village Offices 

(212) 598-1808 or (718) 788-1917 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY. Acupuncture 


ft 


olistic 

esources 

GUIDE 


To advertise call 
(718) 834-9350 


Emergency 

Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings •Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 



Sally Rappeport, LAC 

Acupuncture, Herbs (Board 
Certified), Bowen Therapy 
Treament for headaches, digestive 
problems, allergies, pain, insom- 
nia etc. Some insurance accepted. 
Park Slope location. 

(718) 398-5284 


789-5700 


Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Air Purification 


ASTHMA/ALLERGIES? 

Needed: People who desire relief to 
try a compact state-of-the-art home 
air purification system No cost or 
obligation. FREE Gift for partici- 
pants. HEALTHY INDOOR LIV- 
ING TECHNOLOGIES. 

(718) 429-4238 


) MURRAY FRYD,DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(be!. 16 Si. S. Prospod Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Ageficy in Out Now Modem Office! 

■ Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

* Rest o rat I vg (Dentures & Brldgework) 

* Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

- Root Canal - Gum Treatment 


All Union and In sue an « M SPECIALATTENTIO 
Plan* and Medicaid ■ he i-^Imo 

Welcome. Discounts for I Jo apprehensive _ 
Senior Citizen* 





Integrative Bodywork 

with Maya Geyer, LMT 

Integrate thoughts, emotions, and 

strength, knowing and potential 
for change. Craniosacral Therapy, 
Polarity, Reiki and Embodiment 
Meditation. 

(917) 545-0937 


Chiropractic 


Gentle Chiropractic 

Bringing whole body & mind 
health to the entire family through 
gentle spinal care! 

Dr. Judy Knowles 

Network Spinal Analysis 

(718) 832-1830 

Park Slope 


Chiropractic 


Chiropractic Center 
of Park Slope 

• Certified Active Realease 
Technique providers 


• Licensed Massage Therapy avail. 

361 5th Ave. (718) 965-2100 


Colonic Irrigation 


Colonic Irrigation 

gation. Please call for more info. 

(718) 645-8827 
www.hosannacolonic.com 


Energy Healing 


Spiritual/Energy Healing 

how to achieve your highest potential 


Kokichi Yamamoto - 35 yrs. exp. 

(718) 369-4536 


What can Iridology 
do for you? 

You’ll learn three things. Genetic pre- 
dispositions, Effects of trauma (birth to 


t, Judy 


body’s 2 

Ider will guide you back to healtl 

NY Center for Iridology 

(212) 968-0230 


Massage Therapy II Weight Loss 


Full-Spectrum 
- Touch - 

Massage & Body Therapy 
by Stuart Garber, LMT, rpp 
FullSpectrumTouch.com 

(718) 789-2315 


MASSAGE THERAPY, 

Eileen Thomas 

NYS licensed. Park Slope 

(917) 971-8834 C52 


SOL MASSAGE 
THERAPY 

Nydia Santiago - Galvin L.M.T. 

Member of N.Y. Methodist Hospital 
and Medical Massage by appt. 

(718) 768-4046 C51 


Stop the Cycle of 
Yo-Yo Dieting! 

Lose Weight Now. 
Keep it off Forever. 

Time-tested individualized 6 week 

weighing or measuring, No counting 
calories. Carly Feigan, CN 17 years 

(646) 226-1745 esi 


Lose as much weight 
as you want to! 

Look good, feel good. Safe and all 
natural with proven results. 

bestweighdossplan.net 
Call Ivan: (718) 585-0595 


WANTED 87 PEOPLE 

WE PAY YOU! 

SLASH REWARDS* 

For the Weight you Lose in 30 Days. 

Call Lillian (718) 621-6818 
(888) 764-8058 
www.living4health.net 


rp<aie$s«si 

Now DUMBO Has It’s Own 
Yoga For All Levels 

31 Washington St. 2nd FI 
tel.71 8-624-5525 

www.noodleyoga.com 


yoga 

brooklyn heights 


$20 for 1 week of unlimited yoga 
106 montague st. 2nd fl. 

(718) 797-2100 c 


yoga people 

vinyasa classes 
brooklyn heights 
718.522.Y0GA (9642) 


yoga people ft. greene 

hot yoga • vinyasa classes 
718.237.2300 

both studios at: www.yoga-people.com 
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Council delays ‘bridge blocker'vote 


Walentas continues to modify high-rise 


By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A City Council vote on a 
plan to build a high-rise 
apartment building on Water 
Street in DUMBO that could 
potentially block views of 
and from the Brooklyn 
Bridge was held over this 
week while the developers — 
the father-and-son team of 
David and Jed Walentas — 
amend their proposal, coun- 
cil sources said. 

“There are still discussions go- 
ing on between all parties, and 
we are laying the vote over as 
long as possible to give as much 
time as possible to discussions,” 
said Councilman Tony Avella, 
who chairs the Zoning and Fran- 
chises subcommittee. “I can’t re- 
member in the two-and-a-half 


years I’ve been chair that we’ve 
delayed a vote to this extent.” 
While he said the Walentases 
submitted a second amended ver- 
sion of their plan the vote has 
been held off so all the members 
can first become familiar with the 
latest changes. 

“Based on [the changes] I’ve 
seen,” which Avella said were 
not much different, “I’m still op- 
posed to the project.” 

Councilman David Yassky, in 
whose district the project site lies, 
said through a spokesman that 
the latest revisions were still un- 
acceptable. 

“I think to us they’re very 
much superficial changes,” said 
Yassky spokesman Evan Thies. 
“From what I understand the 
change would be moving the 
building a little bit further back 
from the bridge and taking that 


additional bulk and adding it to 
the height of the building. That is 
not acceptable to the community, 
and it’s not acceptable to us.” 

Thies said Yassky has been 
lobbying members of the Land 
Use committee to vote against 
the project if it makes it out of 
the subcommittee. 

But some community groups 
are afraid the delay in voting is 
indicative of something more. 

“The fact that something this 
important involving the Brooklyn 
Bridge is being conducted in the 
corridors,” Stanton said, “they’re 
just big wizards over there in the 
speaker’s office, controlling 
everything.” 

Several calls to Two Trees 
Management, the development 
company of the Walentases, were 
not returned. 

Stanton said the delay in vot- 


ing on the plan is less about the 
new designs, and more about 
power wielding. 

“Nobody’s taking that serious- 
ly, really. I don’t know anybody 
who’s taking that seriously,” she 
said of the designs. 

Avella echoed her sentiment. 

“It was unclear to me what it 
meant, but basically they were 
taking a comer off the building,” 
Avella said of the latest modifi- 
cations. “The comer closest to 
the bridge, or further from the 
bridge,” he said, adding that it 
was hard to understand because 
“they didn’t have time to do 
complete architectural draw- 
ings.” 

The plan, which promises to 
build an estimated 200 apart- 
ments and comes with a commit- 
ment by Jed Walentas that should 
Two Trees’ application for an 80- 



St. Ann's Warehouse in DUMBO, where David Walentas would like to 
build a high-rise apartment building. 


20 tax abatement be accepted, 
they’d provide 20 percent of the 
units for low-income residents. 
Below that would sit 8,000 
square feet of retail space. 

The building would stand 178- 
feet tall, according to the last 
plans submitted by the group. 

The amended plan moved the 
tallest point of the building 134 
feet away from the bridge road- 
way, instead of the originally 
planned 70 feet. 

Yassky, who was at first sus- 
pected to be a supporter of the 
plan, because he took a few 
months to state his opinion on the 
proposal, said he recognized the 
need for such housing, but not at 
that detriment to Brooklyn’s his- 

“There needs to be housing in 
the community and it’s the kind 
of thing that needs to be built, but 
in a way where we can preserve 
the character of the community 
and prosperity of the Brooklyn 
Bridge,” said Thies. 


MARTY ON DOLLY... 


Continued from page 1 

can serve without that hanging over their 
heads,” he said. 

Williams declined to comment for this article. 

The Conflicts of Interest board, whose offi- 
cials have stated that they are bound to confi- 
dentiality in all cases, even those involving pub- 
lic officials, was unable to confirm any 
miormauon regarding the Williams inquiry. Not 
even the complainant will be notified one way 
or the other, he said. 

While Davies said completion of typical in- 
vestigations “have taken between a month and 
two years,” in cases that don’t require much dig- 
ging, they usually offer advice to the involved 
parties in addition to their enforcement role. 

‘We have no power to remove a person from 
office,” he said, but contradicting Markowitz’s 
statement, Davies told The Papers, “Whoever 
has the authority to appoint someone has the 
power to remove them.” 

Usually, he said, the person under investiga- 
tion will be notified about indiscretions by the 
board. “If our board, for example, believes that 
a person in City Council is acting in violation of 
the law, they’ll probably be told that, if not by 
us, then by the Department of Investigations.” 

“You could have, for example, someone 
who’s working for an outside firm that’s doing 
business with our own agency. We’ll find that 
in violation of Chapter 68 of the [City] Char- 
ter,” he said. In such cases, Davies said, the 


board would notify the subject of the investi- 
gation but not make it public. 

“If we conveyed something to Ms. Williams 
or Marty Markowitz or the people involved 
they’d be free to share it, but we wouldn’t be free 
to share it,” said the conflicts board chief. 

A complaint against Williams for her own- 
ership in the Nets was lodged Aug. 26 by the 
anti-arena group Develop-Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn (DDDB). 

In a letter filed with Davies, Daniel Gold- 
stein, a spokesman for DDDB, wrote that 
Williams’ investment in the team was a viola- 
tion of Chapter 68 of the City Charter, and by 
serving on the commission as it reviewed the 
Downtown Brooklyn Development Plan’s 
changes in zoning she had already violated the 
charter by reviewing and voting on the 
changes. The Downtown Plan initially includ- 
ed a portion of the arena site, which was later 
removed from that plan. 

“As a planning commissioner, Williams can 
smooth the way for this project, which is go- 
ing to line her pockets at taxpayers’ expense 
— and she’s drawing a $45,131 city salary 
while she does it,” Goldstein charged. 

Also in the letter, Goldstein detailed that the 
charter provision applies to all paid city offi- 
cers. The law states that a city officer with 
ownership interest in firms doing business 
with the city has a conflict of interest. 


UNDERGROUND... 
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Chatel said she moved into the house, 
where her husband had grown up, and remem- 
bered hearing him say there was once a room 
behind an area now sealed off with cin- 
derblocks. 

“He told me about it one time, but I forgot that 
until this came up,” she said. Chatel also told 
LaRoche that, as a direct descendent of the abo- 
litionist and former slave Frederick Douglass, 
she knew something about the area where he’d 
come to speak several times. 

“There was a minstrel show a few blocks 
over,” Chatel said, and mentioned that the 
African Wesleyan Methodist Episcopal Church, 
which used to have its congregation at 311 
Bridge St. was very active in the abolitionist 
movement. 

With such members as Tubman, Douglass 
and Sojourner Truth, African Methodist Episco- 
pal churches helped to spearhead Northern sepa- 


ratism from the antebellum South. 

Chatel claims to have heard that when the 
church was sold to Polytechnic University in 
1968, a man who was moving was in the base- 
ment when his foot fell through, and he discov- 
ered a room filled with cots and wall etchings of 

“They found beds and stuff underneath there,” 
confirmed Vincent Battista, president of the near- 
by Institute of Design and Construction. “There’s 
a regular basement, but there’s another base- 
ment,” he said, underneath it. 

Greenstein and Chatel suspect that may be the 
case with their buildings, as well, but LaRoche 
warned them it would require major excavation 
and time before anything could be determined. 

“Black history in New York [is] under-stud- 
ied, and within that, the topic of the Under- 
ground Railroad is under-studied in itself,” 
LaRoche said. 

“It’s a very difficult area of research to study, 
because in part it’s very painful,” she said. 


LETTERS / FIX IS IN... 


Continued from page 6 
sultants, players, construction unions or con- 
struction contractors who also support building 
a new Nets arena? 

There are other avenues lobbyists can use to 
influence elected officials such as Markowitz. 
Consider the age-old tradition of purchasing 
access and support by taking tickets or dinner 
journal ads to local political clubhouse or 
Kings County Democratic Party fundraising 
events. All of these activities could appear to 
be more than a coincidence. 

How many other members of the City 
Council and other elected officials face this 
moral dilemma? 

All borough presidents and members of the 
City Council should want to avoid conflicts of 
interest. 

Preserve the integrity of public office and 
come clean with voters — make public and 
return any campaign contributions from the 
Nets and their affiliates. 

— Larry Petiner, Great Neck, Long Island 


Send us a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn Papers, 
55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By e-mail: Newsroom@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's neighborhood 
and street name are published with the 
letter). 

Letters may be edited and will not be 
returned. 


Marty should let 
Witnesses move 

To the editor: 

Once again, the president of the Borough of 
Brooklyn proves to be unfair in his examina- 
tion of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Soci- 
ety’s plans to erect a new building for its 
members in the DUMBO area of Brooklyn 
[“Marty gives thumbs down to Witnesses 
plan,” Brooklyn Papers, Sept. 25]. 

Watchtower has already announced its plans 
to re-house many of its members in the DUM- 
BO section, and to sell some of its older estab- 
lished buildings in Brooklyn Heights. 

This plan, if carried out, would be a boon to 
local residents, especially seniors, in Brooklyn. 
We have all seen their charming buildings on 
Columbia Heights, and we know that the 
Bossert on Montague Street would provide de- 
sirable homes for seniors. 

Brooklyn politicians should be encouraging 
this change. 

Many seniors are stuck in old, crowded 
quarters, some paying more than they can af- 
ford, yet we all love living in Brooklyn. 

The state Division of Housing should be ob- 
serving the Watchtower moves. They should try 
to locate independent housing advocates or sen- 
ior citizen groups willing to become involved 
and to cooperate with the Watchtower plans. In- 
creasing the number of “affordable” apartments 
in Brooklyn is a goal worth striving for. But 
maintaining the shortage of such apartments is 
not in the interest of Brooklyn residents. 

We want our state to be fair to the Watch- 
tower people and to residents of Brooklyn all 
at the same time! 

— Clara Avis, Brooklyn Heights 


Park Slope handballers lose 
their best courts to condos 



By Jess Wisloski 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Handball players who 
regularly flock to J.J. 
Byrne Park in Park Slope 
have had to deal with the 
shutdown of the two most 
competitive of the park’s 
eight courts due to con- 
struction on an adjacent lot. 

The 12-story condominium 
being built by developer Shaya 
Boymelgreen next to the courts 
will replace a long-empty 
storefront that used to house a 
plumbing supply store. Nor- 
mally none of this would mat- 
ter to the handball players. 

But the project has shut 
down the two courts that are 
deemed — by unspoken court 
etiquette — for use by only 
the highest echelon of players. 

In the gargantuan dirt hole 
next to the closed courts, iron 
I-beams surround the pit, 
holding back walls of earth. 
Where the pavement of the 
courts cuts off, the soil under- 
neath just falls away, separat- 
ed by tarpaulin-covered metal 
fencing that hides the ditch 

Through a peephole, an 
earth-mover seems poised in 
the pit, but one regular player 
said he had not seen it move for 
weeks. The lack of movement 
has concerned players that the 
court may be lost forever. 

Mike Martinez, who comes 
from Marine Park to use these 
courts, said he didn’t notice the 
work being done until the 
courts closed in mid- July. He 


said many people thought the 
courts were going to be re- 
paired, but months later 
they’ve abandoned that notion. 

“I came here because the 
competition was here,” said 
Martinez, who thought only 
the Coney Island courts were 
similar in the caliber of player 
they attract. 

“A lot of good players 
come to this court,” he said. 
“Now, we’re the main players, 
we take over these courts,” he 
said, emphasizing the remain- 
ing ones, “the kids can’t play.” 


He gestures down the wall, 
where adults in fierce compe- 
tition — some for money — 
slap a little rubber ball against 
the wall. 

Like a split-screen, teenagers 
take over the opposite side of 
the wall, and only two children 
attempt to have their own 
game, but often go chasing af- 
ter a ball only to lose their spot. 

“The courts are crowded 
now,” said Sunday Miranda, 
18. He said the courts current- 
ly being used by teenagers 
like him were only used by 


younger children before; it is 
the kiddy pool of the handball 

“Now that we’re here they 
have nowhere to play,” he 
said. A girl smoking a ciga- 
rette casually hits the ball 
against the wall with a 
sidearm by herself, again and 
again. Others sit on a small 
stairway leading to basketball 
courts, while Miranda talks 
about a rumor he heard that 
the condo developer wants to 
try to eliminate those courts to 
expand the development. An- 


other story he heard was that 
the floor of the court was 
cracking and slanted, so it was 
closed for safety reasons. 

Neither story is the case, 
according to a spokesman for 
the city Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

“They’re building a safety 
zone between the recreation 
area and the work that they’re 
doing,” the spokesman said. 
“They’re trying to be cautious; 
if there are any issues or if 
anything is damaged they’ve 
been more than cooperative.” 

The Parks Department 
spokesman noted that 
Boymelgreen has promised 
re-asphalt the court once the 
work is completed. 

A spokesman for the con- 
struction company building 
the condo, Allisa Construc- 
tion, said completion was still 
18 months away. “It’s not go- 
ing to get tom down, but 
we’re not sure if it’s going to 
be shut down through the win- 
ter,” he said of the handball 
courts, but estimated spring 
2005. On the upside, he said, 
new basketball courts would 
be opening in 10 days. 

J.J. Byme Park was the first 
home field, then called Wash- 
ington Park, for the Bridge- 
grooms (later the Brooklyn 
Dodgers) after Charlie Ebbets’ 
purchase of the team in 1898. 
That may have been the last 
time the park was recognized 
as an athletic destination, and 
is otherwise mainly recog- 
nized for the Revolutionary 
War landmark Old Stone 


DEALIN' RATNER... 



Bruce Ratner leaves the House of the Lord Church on At- 
lantic Avenue at Bond Street Thursday after announcing 
deal with the Rev. Herber Daughtry (at right). 


Continued from page 1 
that the one-time vocal foe of 
such closed-door dealings had 
been, in their eyes, co-opted. 

“None of these negotiating 
groups represent Prospect 
Heights, where the project 
would be located,” charged 
Daniel Goldstein, a spokesman 
for the anti-arena group Devel- 
op-Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. 
Goldstein would lose his con- 
dominium apartment to the 

“Reverend Daughtry said at 
today’s press conference that 
Bruce Ratner is honorable, car- 
ing, trustworthy and generous. 
Pardon us if we don’t think that’s 
a tough negotiating stance.” 

Prospect Heights Council- 
woman Letitia James, who 
championed the anti-Atlantic 
Yards cause early on, said 
Daughtry’s joining the CBA 
talks helps make it appear as 
though Ratner has the commu- 
nity on his side. 

“This is nothing more than an 
attempt to divide and conquer 
the Downtown and Central 
Brooklyn community,” she said. 

James, a member of the 
Downown Brooklyn Leadership 
Coalition, a group of political 
leaders and clergy formed by 
Daughtry last year in response to 
the Atlantic Yards plan. The $2.5 
billion Ratner plan is dependent 
upon the state’s condemnation 
of more than two square blocks 
of privately owned property and 
negotiating the purchase of air 
rights over Metropolitan Trans- 
portation Authority rail yards. 

When Ratner appeared with 
Daughtry this week, his staff and 
supporters made it clear that the 


real estate mogul’s outreach to a 
local clergy member was indica- 
tive that his company was commit- 
ted to involving the community. 

Though Daughtry will be the 
first clergy member represented 
in the CBA negotiations, Forest 
City Ratner Vice President Jim 
Stuckey invited members of the 
DBLC to take a seat at the bar- 
gaining table with Ratner. 

At a Sept. 30 meeting at the 


Hanson Place Central United 
Methodist Church in Fort 
Greene, Stuckey reiterated his 
offer, telling a table of DBLC 
members and a 200-person au- 
dience that had gathered to de- 
cry the exclusion of the com- 
munity from decision-making 
in Ratner’s project, that “the 
seat is waiting for you.” 

The Rev. Dennis Dillon, who 
took Daughtry’s place as chair- 


man of the DBLC said he did- 
n’t think Forest City Ratner 
took their proclamation de- 
manding inclusion in negotia- 
tions seriously. 

“Forest City Ratner contin- 
ues to falsely state that they 
have offered us a seat at the 
table,” Dillon said. “We’re not 
talking about sitting around the 
conference table at Borough 
Hall to discuss the CBA with 
some cheerleaders. We’re talk- 
ing about the community that 
we represent being able to join 
in on the discussion, in terms of 
what has happened, when it 
will happen, what it will entail 
and how much of the taxpayers 
dollars it will require.” 

Dillon compared the kind of 
consultation his group seeks to 
those that Ratner would be re- 
quired to do with “various an- 
chor tenants . . . government of- 
ficials . . . and his partners.” 

Barring that, Dillon repeated 
a threat that arose at last week’s 
meeting: a boycott of Ratner’s 
Atlantic Terminal shopping mall 
on the day after Thanksgiving, 
the busiest retail day of the year. 

“The community will be or- 
ganized to effect economic 
sanctions against the Atlantic 
Terminal mall, and is certainly 
going to remain vigilant and 
determined as a community un- 
til justice rolls down like a 
mighty stream,” Dillon warned. 

"They didn’t have to wait,” 
said Ratner spokeswoman Jo- 
hanna Flattery. “The offer we 
put on the table is exactly what 
they were requesting.” 

While Forest City Ratner of- 
ficials asserted on Thursday 
that the agreement they are 
forging — in closed-door meet- 
ings with Borough President 
Marty Markowitz, the heads of 
Community Boards 2, 6 and 8, 
and members of select organi- 


zations — will be a legally 
binding contract, they did not 
specify what penalties would 
be issued for violations of the 
terms, and acknowledge that 
there is no independent body 
providing oversight. 

Committing that the devel- 
opment was “more than just 
basketball,” Ratner said he has 
worked to provide jobs, hous- 
ing and “other benefits for the 
people of Brooklyn.” 

Among the benefits dis- 
cussed at the press conference 
was the creation of a health 
center and “intergenerational” 
facility, both of which were ad- 
vocated by Daughtry, as well as 
job training programs and a 
promise to hire one journey- 
man trainee construction work- 
er for every four journeymen 
hired, in an effort to open union 
jobs to area residents. 

Ratner promised Daughtry’s 
ideas would be introduced to 
the in-progress negotiations for 
the CBA, but Ratner spokes- 
man Joe DePlasco, said the de- 
tails of the health clinic and in- 
tergenerational facility had not 
been decided, and they could 
end up being one facility. 

Daughtry said he resigned as 
chairman of the DBLC because 
the group failed to recognize a 
“good faith” attempt by Ratner 
to pull them into the negotia- 
nt was ours to respond to 
and I thought that at least we 
needed to move ahead,” he said 
at a community meeting on 
Tuesday night. 

At the same meeting Daugh- 
try told those in attendance that 
he was still “out of the loop,” 
but was ready to take action on 
behalf of the community. “I 
won’t be left out,” he said. “I 
can fight and not be accused of 
being an outsider.” 
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With the $400 NYC 
property tax rebate, 
I painted my kitchen! 


YOU CAN TOO! 


FINANCE 
NEW . YORK 

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 


If you own an 
apartment or a 
house in NYC 
and it is your 
primary residence, 
you may receive a 
$400 rebate this fall. 


Call 311 to make sure you are 

eligible, or visit nyc.gov/finance 
for more information. 


Application deadline: 
October 15, 2004 


Michael R. Bloomberg 

Mayor 


Martha E. Stark 

Commissioner 


i 
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Lutheran opens new Chinese health care unit 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Lutheran Medical Center, 
which broke ground more than 
a century ago when Sunset 
Park was still a thriving 
Scandinavian enclave, has 
responded to the neighbor- 
hood’s changing demographic 
with the unveiling of a health 
care unit designed specifically 
for Chinese patients. 

The $10,000 project, which 
took six months to complete, cen- 
tralizes Lutheran’s Chinese- 
American doctors and staff and 
outfits the unit with bilingual sig- 
nage. In addition, Chinese spe- 
cialties will be prepared by the 
hospital’s chefs and color tones 
and artwork will also adhere to 
Eastern tastes. 

With six beds and around-the- 
clock staffing, the new unit, said 
Lutheran spokesman Neal Gorman, 



is the first of its kind in the city. 

“Basically, what it is, we’ve 
had the Chinese community 
here for 15 to 20 years and the 
community has gotten really 
large,” said Virginia Tong, vice 
president of cultural compe- 
tence for the hospital on 55th 
Street between First and Sec- 

“But we weren’t able to 
cover all the shifts, we could- 
n’t cover all the patients.” 

“Now, we’re trying not to 
be just language competent, 
but culturally competent as 
well,” said Tong. 

The changes stem from cen- 
sus studies indicating that al- 
though nearly a quarter of the 
neighborhood is of Chinese 
descent, only about 9 percent 
of that population fills the hos- 
pital’s 500 beds. 

Instead, said Gorman, many 
are traveling to Manhattan’s 


Chinatown — the city’s third 
largest Chinese community after 
Flushing, Queens and Sunset 
Park. 

“Everybody seems to think 
that Chinatown in Manhattan is 
the biggest, and so, a lot of folks 
in Brooklyn are going to where 
they think they’ll be best 
served,” said Gorman. 

Most elements of the Chi- 
nese unit were already in place 
but were scattered throughout 
the hospital, sometimes in 
ways that were unintentionally 
culturally insensitive. 

Tong said that one of the first 
changes to be made was the 
room number itself. 

Originally numbered 4400, 
the number was changed to 
number 4800 to limit the prolif- 
eration of fours. 

It turns out, the Chinese 
words for “four” and “die” are 
homonyms. The number eight is 


considered lucky. 

“It’s kind of like skipping 
the 13th floor on the elevator,” 
explained Tong. 

As for the medicine itself, the 
Western notion of healing is in- 
tact, although some routine 
treatments, like taking blood, are 
handled more delicately. 

And when water is offered, 
it’s usually served hot, as is 
common in Chinese cultures. 

The centralization of the 
bilingual doctors, said Tong, will 
cut the time it would normally 
take for an English-speaking 
doctor to call in a translator to 
diagnose patients. 

“Being admitted to a hospi- 
tal means different things to 
different people,” said Tong. 

“Here, we’re taking cultural 
competence beyond interpreta- 
tion or translation services and 
truly incorporating it into our 
approach to health care.” 




APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

Apt for rent. 4BR/ Lg livingroom. 
Totally renovated new appliances. 
Near all transportation. 5th Ave./73rd 
St. $1,500 per month. Call: (718) 
888-0906 or (347) 645-5503. W40 


Bay Ridge 


(631) 754-9331 


Bensonhurst 

1 7th Ave. & 59th St., 1 BR apt in 4 

transp. $850/mo. includes all util- 
ities. No fee! Connie. 

(718) 259-1316 W38 


Prospect Heights 

Two 2-BR apts. Railroad style, 
$1 050/mo. Two 3-BR apts, 
$1 200/mo. Esteem Real Estate. 

(718)221-5300 R38 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 


Bay Ridge 


friendly. Perfect 
$140,000. Conta 

0312. 


Sunset Park 

Sunny 3 room apt. completely 
renovated. Very low monthly 
maintenance. On nice park 
block. Asking $1 95k or best offer. 

(718) 207-0617 


HOUSES 


For Sale/ Brooklyn 


Park Slope 

d. Lovely Block! OPEN HOUSE. Si 
!6 from 12-3pm. 8 Jackson PI. B 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Old Town, SI 


1 (347) 517-5088 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


Parkville Realty 

Grand Opening! 

NEWLY Constructed 
Elevator Building 
221-9 Parkville Avenue 
(Just off Ocean Parkway) 

• Parking Available 

• Laundry Room 

• Dishwashers in Apts 

• Hardwood Floors 

Spacious apartments! 

So sorry, Studios & 1 Bedrooms no longer available. 

2 Bedrooms - Starting at $1500 - negotiable 

3 Bedrooms - Starting at $1800 (Top floor Balconies!!!) 

Hurry!! Only a few available. 



WALKING DISTANCE TO: 

F Train • Major Bus Stops • Schools 
Religious Institutions • Shopping 


Contact Michael @ (718) 518-0367 x288 


HOUSES FOR SALE 



WHAT DO * f 

Maplewood/ * 

South orange, NJ 
& Park Slope 

HAVE IN COMMON? 

• Fresh mosareila • 21 breads 

* Gourmet coffee * Live jazz 
Only 29 minutes to midtown 

Visit us at wwu'.twLif <swns.org 
or call; l-SOO-CLOSE BY 
for tree information kii or tour 



For Sale / Staten Island 


Richmond Town, SI 

Beautiful, center hall colonial. 4BR, 
oak circular staircase, porcelain and 
hardwood floors, radiant heat. Full 
finished basement with separate 
entrance. Garage, heated inground 
pool with landscaping. Too much to 
list. Offered first time at $1 ,250,000. 
NO BROKERS. (718) 966-4411 OR 
(917)886-6011. R39 



Carroll Gardens 

Columbia St./Union St. secure loca- 

gate. $250 monthly per car. $125 
for motorcycle. Please call (718) 
721-8800. 


INSPECTORS 


Guardian 
Property 
Services, 
LLC 

Real Estate Management & Consulting 
Expediting - Violations removed 

Pre-purchase Home Inspections 

( 718 ) 965-1112 



MORTGAGES 



We’ve Got Your Mortgage! 


We are Direct Lenders! We Approve your Loan! 
We Write your Check! 

Our professional staff will guide you through each step of the 
loan process and provide the Mortgage that’s right for you 

at Competitive Rates and Quick Turnaround 

We specialize in 

Call today for your free Consultation and Pre-Approval 

David Simpson 

718-488-7400 xl03 

26 Court Street, 26th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 1 1242 

Licensed Mortgage Bankers NYS, NJ, FL, PA, CT Banking Depu. 



Class of ’54 welcomed 
back to New Utrecht 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

One of the first things 
Jaye Grochowski will 
notice on Saturday is the 
absence of those homemade 
cupcakes she used to love 
as a senior, the chocolate 
ones with vanilla cream that 
the lunch ladies used to 
serve at New Utrecht High 
School. 

What may surprise many of 
the 200 other New Utrecht 
alumni expected to reunite for 
the first time in 50 years is that 
Jaye Grochowski is actually 
Jelsia Artuso. Yep, the same 
Jelsia Artuso who despised her 
first name, then changed her 
last name after marrying her 
high school sweetheart, Tony 
Grochowski. 

Tony Grochowski, who be- 
came a minor recording star 
sometime between graduation 


and the birth of his first grand- 
child, will be there, too. He’s 
the deejay. 

So it goes for the New 
Utrecht High School Class of 
1954, which reunites on Oct. 9 
after 50 years apart, 20 or so 
deaths and four years of the 
1970s television hit “Welcome 
Back Kotter,” which took 
place at fictional Buchanan 
High, a stand in for their Ben- 
sonhurst alma mater. 

“So much has changed since 
we were there,” said Tony Gio- 
chowski, a retired insurance 
salesman in Lancaster, Penn., 
who was perhaps most famous 
in high school for his role as 
Frank Gilbreth in the school’s 
production of “Cheaper by the 
Dozen.” “Back then, it was all 
Italian and Jews, and that’s truly 
reflected in the yearbook: One 
side was Giordano and the other 
side had Grossman.” 

The school, which according 


CAR-FREE... 

Continued from page 5 

ability to the damage by those cars moving rapidly through 
the park.” 

Burk added that he thought it would be more effective to 
extend bike paths in the park rather than barring cars. 

Flatbush-Kensington Councilman Simcha Felder agreed, 
and as one of the few politicians against the hours for car traf- 
fic being cut, is taking a stand against any further negotiations 
with Transportation Alternatives. 

“We met these people halfway. However, they want us to 
meet them halfway again, and they’re going to want to do it 
again, and again, until they have their way,” said Arie Lip- 
nick, a spokesman for Felder. 

“Just because you ride a bike does not give you proprietary 
rights to Prospect Park,” said Lipnick, who added, “Trans- 
portation Alternatives will not be happy until the city of New 
York is fully car-ffee.” 

Indeed, though success in Prospect Park has been a long- 
time coming for Transportation Alternatives, which was 
founded in 1973, the park drive closing seems as if it may fi- 
nally become their reality. While the DOT has not yet 
launched a new study, they are considering the group’s appeal 
for the elimination of holiday hours, and will likely make a 
decision by November. 

“We’re very pleased with the progress made with Prospect 
Park, and the park is majority car-free,” Hodge said cheerful- 
ly, adding, “But we won’t be happy until the park is com- 
pletely car-ffee.” 



Elayne Gersten (nee Geller), in front of New Utrecht High 
School, with her 1954 yearbook. 


to the Department of Education 
now divides itself among white, 
Hispanic, Asian and black stu- 
dents, has come a long way 
since those yearbook pages, but 
so has the neighborhood. 

Gone is Chookies, the candy 
store that Grochowski used to 
rush to after school. Also gone is 
the unofficial third-floor smok- 
ing lounge, a haven for Fonzie 
lookalikes 

Rachele Lozzi remembers 
that to live in Bensonhurst but 
work in Manhattan was consid- 
ered sophisticated. Following 
her graduation from New 
Utrecht, she’d take the hour- 
long commute to Midtown, 
where she worked at a textile 
design company in the Empire 
State Building. Back in Brook- 
lyn, she rooted for the Dodgers. 
When Walter O’Malley moved 
them to Los Angeles, she fol- 
lowed, eventually picking up a 
job with the team’s front office. 

“But the thing is, when [the 
Brooklyn Dodgers] won their 
first World Series [in 1955], I 
was in Rome,” said Lozzi. “I’d 
never felt so cheated in my life.” 

Lozzi still lives in Califor- 
nia, as do roughly two dozen 
of her classmates from 1954. 
But the Left Coast isn’t the 
farthest alumni have traveled 


since graduating. 

Sandi Butchkiss, an author 
who has written books about 
Cambodian cuisine, Italian 
wines and her own battle with 
arthritis, has lived in Hong 
Kong for two decades. Lozzi 
believes Butchkiss drifted far- 
thest from New Utrecht, but she 
can’t say for sure: Many of her 
classmates, especially women 
with last-name changes, could 
not be located, despite extraordi- 
nary attempts to find. 

After fellow alumna Elayne 
Gersten drafted her for the 
project, Lozzi began sifting 
through her 1954 issue of the 
“Comet,” the yearbook that 
keeps the same name to this 
day. Running each name 
through. As of Tuesday, she 
said, more than 200 of their 
classmates had been notified. 

From that long list came 
plenty of surprises, said Ger- 
sten, who classmates may re- 
member as Elayne Geller. Be- 
sides Joseph Funaro, now a 
Roman Catholic monsignor in 
Forest Hills, Queens, the organ- 
izing party revealed plenty of 
other successes. An example, 
said Gersten, is Gary Tomei, an 
attorney and proud father of 
Academy Award winning ac- 
tress Marisa Tomei. 


MOVIE PREMIERES HERE... 


Continued from page 1 
and set a date — Oct. 25 — 
for the star-studded screening, 
just two weeks away. 

At a meeting last Saturday 
at the Park Slope Food Co-op, 
Markowitz, eager to appeal to 
an audience stewing after a 
heated question-and-answer 
session that focused on Bruce 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards proj- 
ect, burst out with the exciting 

“One of the things I’m trying 
to get in Brooklyn is a movie 
premiere,” he told the crowd of 
mostly Park Slopers. “I think it 
will happen, on Oct. 25, the first 
movie premiere in Brooklyn!” 

Technically, the glitzy event 
will be the second major 
movie premiere in Brooklyn. 
In July, Disney execs ushered 
celebrities to a soggy Prospect 
Park for the premiere of direc- 
tor M. Night Shayamalan’s 
“The Village.” But for all the 
star-studded attendees that 
night, there was no red carpet: 
the carpet was beige because 
the color red is seen as a “bad” 
sign in the movie. So this 
month’s event will be the first 
red carpet premiere. 

Miramax officials this week 
confirmed the premiere and 
commended Markowitz’s ef- 
forts, which were given a hefty 
boost by Sen. Hillary Clinton, 
who has advocated for a Holly- 
wood-style movie premiere here 
and will be hosting a gala to fol- 


low the event 

“Bob and Harvey [Wein- 
stein] were both bom in 
Brooklyn, and when you’re 
looking at an event that is 
coming around Miramax’s 
22nd anniversary, it seemed 
fitting to come to Brooklyn,” 
said spokesman Matthew 
Hiltzik, talking about the 
brothers that are president and 
CEO of the only film produc- 
tion company that prides itself 
on keeping its entire corporate 
base in New York City. 

“Mayor Bloomberg and 
Marty Markowitz have done a 
great job in promoting Kings 
County as great in all its various 
places and attractions. We’re re- 
ally excited about working with 
the borough president’s office 
and the other elected officials to 
make this possible.” 

While many red carpet af- 
fairs are exclusively for film 
industry executives and the 
friends, family, agents and as- 
sistants of the film’s actors, 
Hiltzik said Miramax wants to 
have the community partici- 
pate in the celebration, if not at 
the screening (the details of 
which are still undetermined) 
then at the after-party. 

“Finding Neverland,” which 
is rated PG, stars Johnny Depp 
as the writer J.M. Barrie, tells 
the tale of his inspirations for 
writing the children’s classic, as 
well as his struggles to try and 
balance a failing marriage and 


career as a playwright. Early on- 
line reviews laud Depp’s por- 
trayal as deep and heartrending, 
and the film, which also features 
Kate Winslet and Dustin Hoff- 
man, was well received at this 
year’s Venice Film Festival. 

The film’s director, 35-year- 
old Marc Forster went from 
unnoticed to a celebrity when 
Halle Berry won a Best Ac- 
tress Oscar — the first ever 
awarded to a black woman — 
for his well-reviewed 2002 
film “Monster’s Ball.” 

Richard Gladstein, a New 
York native, produced the film 
and said he is excited about 


coming to a premiere in 
Brooklyn, for which he will 
fly in from Los Angeles. 

“It’s distinct and interesting 
and fun,” he said during a tele- 
phone interview with The 
Brooklyn Papers. “Much of 
our film takes place in a park.” 

“In reality, James Barrie 
met the kids in Kensington 
Gardens, so I think that having 
the [Brooklyn Botanic Gar- 
den] there is a wonderful 
thing. And I think there’s an 
element of theater in the film, 
and having it there [in a muse- 
um] has in interesting correla- 
tion as well.” 


' daycare 8 boarding 

222-4900 

7atn-i0piti weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
| • web cams - watcn your dog play 

I • curbside pick up and drop off 
I 1 air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
f • individual attention 

' • multi-pet 0 long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 
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BROOKLYN CLASSIFIEDS 


(718) 834-9350 

Fax: (718) 834-1713 

Email: ads@BrooklynPapers.com 


The Deadline for Saturday's Paper is Wednesday, 5pm 


’ Your ad will appear in all editions of The Brooklyn Papers 
published during the week in which the ad runs. 

1 Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled 
before its first insertion. 

1 Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally 
included in the next edition. But sometimes ads may be 
held for an additional week, based on production and 
space considerations. The Brooklyn Papers shall be 
under no liability for its failure for any cause to insert an 


CHARGE IT! 



Ads ordered to run more than one week may be 
cancelled after the first week. However, while the ad 
may be cancelled, NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be 


Contract rates for The Brooklyn Classifieds are "rate 
holders" — no skipped issues permitted. 

Special "package price" and other discounted multi- 
ple insertion rates require prepayment for the total 
number of weeks ordered, may not be cancelled and 
may not be short rated to achieve a lower rate on 


1 In the event of an error in a published ad, please 
contact The Brooklyn Papers by the first deadline 
following publication. 


EMPLOYMENT 


The work you love, 

the professional satisfaction you deserve. 


in the life of Visiting Nurse Service of New York 
touches the lives of 24,000 people. 


■ \ 


OPPORTUNITIES IN HOME HEALTH CARE IN BROOKLYN! 

Acute Care • Hospice • Long Term Home Health Care Program 
Matemity/Newbom/Pediatrics • Rehabilitation Services 
VNS CHOICE/Geriatric Care Management 


COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSES 


STARTING 
SALARIES UP TO 


$76,500! 


PHYSICAL THERAPISTS 

I AVG. ANNUAL 
i EARNINGS! 


$80,000! ] 

Sign-on Bonuses: Up to $5,000 for targeted positions! 

m 


Opportunities Also Available For: 

• RN TEAM MANAGERS 

• OTs & SLPs 

• CSWs 

• LPNs 

• DISCHARGE PLANNERS 


EVERY WEDNESDAY 

9:30am-3:30pm 
BROOKLYN 
2170 McDonald Avenue 
(Between Avenue S & Ava 


If you cannot attend a recruitment event, please submit your resume with Ad Code WSJ0921041: 

Online: www.vnsny.org (preferred) 

E-mail: careers@vnsny.org 


I^ Visitin g Nurse Service Of Newark 

WeBring The Caring Home ~ 


Nursing: FIEU) NURSE SUPERVISOR 


KN Posi lions .-bailable in our Manlinlian, Brooklyn 
*M'1IRA), Bronx & WcsicliMlcr Offices. 
<Ti Full Time, Pail Time & Per Diem 

' / f. Supemsorv Visits of Paraprotein ns I Staff 
I 2. EIEIA Training and In -Service Clitiscs 


amltwfey 


Please fax resume to 911-^9-400(1 
ir email iisai HKCDPremiierHomeHcalhCarc.n 

eolM/F 


Full 

Classifieds 
Online at 


I ■ Brooklyn 
X papers com 


CIRCULAR DISTRIBUTORS 
CIRCULAR COLLATORS 
WAREHOUSE HELP 

(718) 234-3567 
Seeking 


MANICURISTS 
MASSAGE THERAPISTS 

For large salon opening on 
Court Street in November 
or December. 

(718) 624-7587 

Emilia 

Physical Therapy Asst 

Licensed PTA needed for medical 
model adult day health care cen- 
ter in Park Slope. Bilingual Russian 
preferred. Please fax to PT Dept: 

(718) 789-3536. R39 

Hair Dresser 

Seeking experienced hair 
dresser for busy Park Slope 
salon - 7th Ave. Please call for 
an interview. (718) 789-1700 
or (917) 886-6990. R39 

Substitute Teachers 

Park Slope preschool seeks 
warm, loving individuals expe- 
rienced with young children. 
Call (718) 230-5255 between 
10am-3pm. R3S 

CHAIR FOR RENT 

In prominent Bay Ridge uni- 
sex salon. Pleasant atmos- 
phere, great opportunity. Also 
hairdresser with following 
needed . Call (718) 833-5223. 
Fay 

Occupational Therapist 

Preschools, public schools, and 


at (718) 264-1640 or 


Work r 


r home! 


(718) 834-9350, ext. 204 


GENERAL SERVICES 


AUTOMOTIVE 


Tillary Auto Inc. 

19 Gold Street, Bklyn, NY 112C 

71 8-488-9725 R2i 


ALL AUTO REPAIR 
We Love 
European Cars 
Computer Diagnostics 

718-596-3977 6 


BED & BREAKFAST 


cftxmeyt f cft&me 

An Inviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visiting Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 
€«*/Aone (917) 873-9493 

See us at 

www.honeysbedandbreakfast.com 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


Cleaning Svc Avail 


JULIA FELDMAN 


1 1 Julia’s Cleaning 

In Service 


VIP MAIDS 

25% OFF 1ST CLEANING 
VOTED #1 IN N.Y.C. 

(718) 855-8572 

Amazing Offer R44 


Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


®iHur pity's ilflatftsB 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Children’s Party 

ENTERTAINMENT 


LOTS OF FUN!! 

V,, (?17) y 328-63?0°I : 




INSTRUCTION 


Guitar Lessons 

Private lessons for 
Children and Adults 

Beginners - Advanced 


anced te; 


sic Degree 


Rob Richie 

(718) 309-9909 R 


PIANO LESSONS 

For Adult Beginners 

Accomplished Pianist 
for all occassions. 

(718) 614-2885 

Ask for Mike R4A 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


Bands available 

71 8-768-3804 R2E 


guitar lessons 

2002 Berklee College of Music Grad. 


617-823-7784 


SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad - 1500 SAT -10+ 
yrs exp teaching SAT programs. 
Juniors-New SAT Writing Skills 
Seniors-Prep for Nov 6 exam - 
early adn ' 


k Slope i 


> r your 


e. Ed Antoine (718) 501-5111 


SAT/PSAT Tutor 


Steven 

(718) 707-1033 


HOME TUTOR 

Math, Reading 
Language Arts, 
Social Studies, Test Prep 
Harold 

718-859-3113,23 02 


Improve Grades & Study Habits 

All Subjects • All Levels 
Math • Science • English 
- i * \T * GEl 

(718) 288-5470 R42 


MERCHANDISE 

WANTED 


Antiques & Collectibles 


L(.)(.)K! 

— OLD CLOCKS & 
WATCHES WANTED 

by collector. 

Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 


I 


Antiques & Collectibles 


M, Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

P LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

CALL NOW 718-638-5770 


PERSONAE 

SERVICES 


ments for w< 

• STRESS RELIEF • 

Park Slope 

(718) 399-6075 

Bay Ridge 

(718)836-1357 


To advertise 
please call 
(718)834-9350 


CIGARETTES FOR SALE 


SENECA SMOKES 


Discount Cigarettes 
Cartons start at just $11 
All major brands plus many value brands. 

Full line of chew, cigars, snuff and pipe tobacco. 

Call Toll Free 1-877-234-2447 

Or visit our website at: 

www.senecasmokes.com 


CIGARETTES STARTING 
AT $9.85 PER CARTON 

Fast Shipping • Privacy Respected 

NOW CARRYING DISCOUNTED 
CIGARS, CHEW & SNUFF 

THREE SISTERS SMOKE 

www.mailordercigarettes.biz 
Toll Free 877-945-2861 

Located on the Sovereign Seneca Territory 



Full Classifieds Online at 

iT^rooklyn 

papers com 


BUSINESS SERVICES 


Free bankruptcy 
consultation 


Bankruptcy 
protection gives 
you easy, quick and 
- simple debt relief. 
If you need a new start, 
call Richard Klass today. 

(718) COURT-ST 

' (718)268-7878 

Richard A. Klass . Esq. 



Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Graft P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 


Are you 

By your debt? Have you considered 


OVERWHELMED 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 


800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 


GSGennarelli @ Salsack.com 


Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 

32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 
• Wills & Estates • Planning 
• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 
• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 


Andrew Krisel 
8c Reed Grossman 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


(718)246-5492 (718)222-1720 

See what we can do for you!!! 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 
NO FEE unless payments awarded 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

Ill Livingston Street, Suite 1110 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

(718) 210-4738 


Divorce Mediation 

Ira Pearlstein, Esq. 


(718) 857-3514 r 


Scott Brewster 

— Attorney at Law — 

• Criminal (State & Federal) 

• Personal Injury 

• Landlord/Tenant Disputes 

• School Suspensions 

ScottThomasBrewster@msn.com 

(718) 953-6523 


Accountants & Tax Services 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


Park Slope Office 

71 8-788-391 3 R28: 


EVERYTHING W? 
ENGLISH ' - 




718.919.6904 
212.568-7427 R 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 


http://www.drdata.com 


Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL 
IF YOU WANT 
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE 

• Academic & Professional Papers 
• Manuscripts • Resumes • Etc. 

( 718 ) 369-0078 

Fax:(718) 832-1615 e-mail too! 


^ papers com 


Novelty Items 


Alternative; 

Best Prices on T-Shirts an 


iMki 


DESK ACCESSORIES CHOCOLATES CD CASES RULERS 
LETTER OPENERS FLASHLIGHTS WHISTLES STRESS 

POCKET KNIFES MOUSE PADS KEYTAGS MUGS 

CALCULATORS SUNGLASSES T-SHIRT BAGS 

STRESS BALLS GOLF BALLS GLOVES HATS 

SWEATSHIRTS BALLOONS PENCILS PENS 

SsSSoo 39 Quick Turnaround! 

Helping your business get recognized & remembered! 
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3»H0ME 

IMPROVEMENT 


ETO LEVEL ONE 

CiPuJU CONSTRUCTION CORP 

J. ^ U i Architectural Design • Interior Renovations 

COMMERCIAL 
RESIDENTIAL 

Custom Renovation Specialist 



Fully Insured 

1 (917) 847-8307 


Burglar Alarms 
m CC TV 

1 1 v— J 7tw\ with Remote 
WT Viewing 

From the #1 brand 
in the industry. 

Call Eric 917-414-1730 


Bathtub Reglazing 


Save up to 90% 
replacement cost! 

new. Ready to use in 24 hrs. 

www.ameriglaze.com 

free 866-252-2847 


Shop at Home with our 
State of the Art Software. 
National Buying Power 
up to 80% off List Prices! 


u ^ Vo*. r 

Call for a Free In Home Consultation: 

718-522-7245 


than just closats... 

custom closet, wardrobe, furniture, 
office & pantry/utility design 
interior design & renovation 

718.624.0328 

www.closetsbydg.com 


at Work 


Fully equipped 
with all trades 


8-965-1857 or 718-692-71 


BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718)668-2063 


KNOCKOQT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 


All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 
Lie#: 1065708 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.con 


Waterproofing 

718-2 76-85 58 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 
Carpentry • Sheetrock 
Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 


718-686-1100 


Custom Woodworking 


WOODWMKS 

ARCHITECTURAL 
WOODWORK/ 
CUSTOM FURNITURE 

We produce entrance doors, 
windows and staircases, as well 
as wall units, bookcases and 
entertainment centers. Design 
to meet your specific needs. 


Call for an appointment 

(718) 238-4626 


DECKS 

by Bart 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Fences Too! • Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist/Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


f fof 1 

tvl c 


Licensed Electricians 


No Job Too Small 
amily Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718) 966-4801 R28 io 


ALECTRA inc 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


A. Norway 
Electric 


Vi Vi£? VJ^T. 
Zt^ ZW? Zt^ /tT? Z7^ A ^ 

USA EXTERMINATORS 


Residential • Commercial 
"Safest Methods Used" 

718-832-0900 


re Company You Can Depend On 
Licensed & Insured 


v sJ JtsL V J fa. y \J^L U (Sc 
A ~ A ~ A “ /iT? ZT^ Zr^f 


Floor Maintenance 


D&K 


Carpets steam cleaned & 
shampooed professionally. 

Tile floors stripped & waxed 

718-720-2555 R28 2 


HARDWOOD 

■FLOORING 


»4 9 V 


Prefinished SOLID WOOD DOORS 

$120 many sizes in stock 

Red Hook Lumber 

572 Smith St. 

(Creamer/Bay Sts.) 

(718) 237-0088 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs 8r Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(718) 645-0112 
(917) 838-7549 


Bill's Floor Service 

Refinishing • Resurfacing 

Call (718) 238-9064 
(917) 805-8161 

30 years experience 

FREE ESTIMATES R28-09 


- fAct floors - 

Specializing in hardwood floor sand- 
ing, staining & refinishing and new 
floor installation. Borders & patterns, 
ceramic tiles & bathroom renova- 
tions, plastering & painting. 

(718) 363-2593 Office 
(917) 219-0146 Pager 

FREE ESTIMATES R4 o 


Gardening 


dig 


Garden • Rooftop • Container 
Design & Maintenance 

(646) 489-5181 


^'T Prepare your Garden 
CjM for Next Season! 

Garden Service 

Fall Maintenance - General Cleanup 
Bulb Planting • Fertilization 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

Marilyn Manning 

718-753-9741 


Handyman 


all Mr. Handyman. 

(917) 951-6639 


Home Improvement 


DESIGN & BUILD 


Remodeling • Kitchen « Bath 
Soundproofing/Noise Reduction 
Custom Furniture 


CALL NED 


718-871-1504 


Louie & Sons 

Plumbing • Carpentry • Electrical 

Sheetrock • Brickwork • Basements 
Partitions • Fire Jobs • Storefronts 

Lie. & Ins. (#1162365) 


(718) 236-3684 
(347) 517-5088 louie 




interior design 
consulting 

• space planning 

• furniture selection 

• "designed to sell" make-ove 

design directions inc. 
tel. 718-935-1681 

complete design s< 
to small spaces 




Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING & STORAGE 


MOVING? 


NEED STORAGE? 
Local/Long Distance 

Residential/Commercial 

UP to 50% OFF 

all Long Distance Moves 

7 Month Free Storage 


718-567-3788 


^ SUPfie % 

MOVING 

P Free Estimates 9 

(718) 339-1339 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 
Commercial and residential. We 
carry building insurance. All furniture 
padded Free. Courteous, reliable 
service. Weekends avail., packing 
supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Smart Move 


LAST MINUTE MOVES 

Licensed & Insured 

(718) 809-9616 




TOP HAT MOVERS 


CROSS 

AMERICA 

Moving & Storage 

Specializing in Long Distance 
Residential Movers 
LOW RATES 
East & West Coasts 
Fully Licensed & Insured 
Free Packing Service 
Guaranteed Pick Up Days 

1 (866) 407-6683 
(718) 433-0633 

www.cross-america.com 
Free Box Delivery 

USDOT# 1059024 / ICC# 436268 


Moving Supplies 


We carry a full 
line of packing & 
moving supplies 


41 Schemerhorn St. 

(bet. Court O Clinton) 

718.858.6969 r- 


Johnny Mac 
Contracting 

Cell: 1-917-838-5024 
Call: 718-871-4092 



Call (718) 332-7041 


Y&R COMPETITIVE 
PAINTING 


Free Estimates 

(718)769-0236 s 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


Q-.- .-.vcy*| 

Q Interiors 

Painting • Decorative Surfaces 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718.522.3534 


S LJ IMS HII\IE 
PA.IIMTIIMG 
CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
Int./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 

MASTER @ PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshlnepaintingny.com 
Call Anton 
718-748-6990 
B.B.B. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


(p 

-La 


rofessionaf 

aiming 


Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints usei 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper rer 


Call 718-720-0565 


Art & Interiors 


Painting Company 


PAINTING 
FAUX FINISHES 
MURALS 
STENCILS 
RESTORATION 


646-221-4361 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 

Ornamental, run cornice mould, 
and tinted plaster. Skim coating 
& domes and vaulted ceilings. 

(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 

Heating & Drain Cleaning * 
*Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 
Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 
^Reasonable Rates * 

* All Work Guaranteed * 

* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 858-8822 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer 8c Drain Cleaning 
m m Plumbing H B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 * Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


All Systems Roofing 

Rubbery Slate, Shingles 
Commerical, Residential 

Free Estimates 
All work guaranteed 

All work Professionally Applied by Owner 

Call Russ 

Cell: (646) 236-1147 
(718)608-8528 R43 



New York’s Largest Lighting Showroom 

Large selection of lampshades and bulbs of all kinds 
1073 39th Street (corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 

(718) 436-2207 

Hours: Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat. & Sun. 10-5 


C Johnston Roofing & Waterproofing 

FLAT ROOF 
SPECIALISTS 


Aluminum / Silicone Roof Coatings 

Shingles • Leaders • Gutters 


866-487-5799 

212-206-2342 

LIC# 0924152 R: 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


718-646-4540 


SUPER 

ROOFER 

IN BROOKLYN OVER 25 YEARS 

Roofing • Flat Roofs • Pitch 
Skylights • Shingles • Leaders 
Gutters • One-Ply Rubber 


Emergency Repairs 
Free Estimates Cheerfully Given 
Bill Boshell 

(718) 833-3508 

Licensed & Insured HIC #0945754 


CRYSTAL 

ROOFING 

718-238-9433 

FREE ESTIMATES 

LIC# 1133009 

Mention this ad for $250 off 
any complete roofing job of 
1,000 sq.ft, or more 


Rubbish Removal 


Rubbishworks 

“The Affordable Alternative” 

OWe Recycle 

Rubblish Removal 
& Cleanouts 

Wood • Metal • Construction Debris 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INTERIOR DEMOLITION 

TOLL FREE 

(866) 884-6000 

10% OFF Any Written Estimate 



917-533-8306 




loklyn 

yapers 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 




Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Shower Doors 


SHOWER DOORS 

Wall Mirrors nf w-v Vanities 

Tub Enclosures Off OWCV UOOV Medicine Cabinets 

cl flr Specialists 

7521 13th Avenue • (718) 621-5247 

www.mirageusa.com • Satisfaction is our main attraction! 



Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 

CONTRACTORS 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-4006 




FLOOR 

SANDING 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE 





Rubbish Removal 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Basements Cleaned * Yards 
Construction Debris 


6, 10, & 15 yard c< 


u 


Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

6 7 - 7 8 2 2 4 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
8th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


Chris’s 

Rubbish Removal 


>F CLEAN-OUTS. 

(646) 773-0219“ 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Indoor and Outdoor, Attics, 
Basements, Garages, etc. Fast, 
clean and cheap. All types of 
Cleanouts and home repairs. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 529>1182 / (917) 306-6905 



John Costello (718) 768-7610 


Upholstery 


Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Screens and insulated glass. 
Custom Window Installation 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


PhD; 


Reasonable prices. 16 years 

(718) 647-2121 


Recapture the original beauty of your 
fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with non- 
toxic, environmentally safe, removers 
and finishes. Careful considerate 
workmanship since 1959. Call the 
P ark (Hope Stripping Team 
@ 718 783-4112. 

























































